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PREFACE. 



The following pages have been composed from 
materials collected without any ori^al design of 
publication. The drawings from which the accom- 
panying lithographic prints and etchings have been 
copied, were also made merely for private gratifi- 
cation. The chief merit of both consists in the 
excellence of the subjects which they are intended 
to present to the public, and particularly to the eye 
of the traveller. In one respect the descriptions 
and the drawings may be regarded as similar: — ^they 
present outlines, generally correct; but the highest 
embellishments of both must be sought in the ori- 
ginals. 



wtmmmm^m^ 



IV PREFACE. 

If this volume should excite any new interest in 
the beauties of our scenery, and in the' traits of our 
manners, those subjects will be found, on further 
investigation, to be replete with attractions, and to 
afford inexhaustible themes for agreeable and use- 
ful reflection. 
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CONNECTICUT RIVER. 

In choosing the summit of Mount Holyoke as the 
spot from which to take a general view of this great 
stream, I cannot but reflect with pleasure, that it is a 
favourite spot with travellers, and that the mere men- 
tion of its name will excite many agreeable recollec- 
tions. If there be any thing beautiful in the banks of 
the Connecticut, those beauties may well be descanted 
upon here ; for in this vicinity are they presented in 
greater variety, and in a larger extent, than in any 
other part of its course ; and if any eminence may 
claim particular attention for being extensively known 
and greatly admired, surely it must be the one on 
which we have taken our station. 

On the banks of the most important stream of New- 
England, the most delightful, the most populous, the 
most remarkable in history, this commanding moun. 
tain rises, with its steep but woody sides, and over- 
looks a wide scene of fertility, diversified with the 
dwellings of an industrious population, and many of 
those structures which attest the general diffusion of 






10 CONNECTICUT RIVER. 

knowledge, refinement, and good habits. He who 
has visited distant countries, and can recall such 
scenes as are presented on the banks of the Po, the 
Arno, and other rivers most celebrated for the richness 
and high cultivation of their soil, may speak with jus- 
tice of the inferior extent of the landscape around us, 
wide spread as it is, and may miss those signs of 
splendid feudal wealth and power which have never 
existed in our land. ' But in every thing which relates 
to the condition and the character of the inhabitants, he 
finds room for congratulation and gratitude. He will 
regard the country which he overlooks as one of the 
happiest on earth. Here is no corrupt or oppressive 
system of laws, bo arbitrary and vicious ruler, with 
power to wield a rod of iron. The fertile meadows of 
the Connecticut, divided into minute parcels by ima- 
ginary lines, present a just resemblance to the com- 
mon rights in which all participate, and the rich intel- 
lectual enjoyments which are accessible to every 
individual. And yet Nature has not, as in so many 
other regions, exhausted her bounties in bestowing 
delightful scenes, a benignant cUmate, and luxuriant 
crops, to render the intellectual waste more conspicu- 
ous : Providence seems rather to have spread before 
our eyes a display of extraordinary beauty and fer- 
tility, the better to lead us to appreciate the blessings 
he has conferred on the land, in the institutions for 
government, religion, morality and learning. 

If such are the natural reflections of a stranger, 
what must be those of one who ascends this height 
with an intimate knowledge of the scene which lies 
below. To one born on the banks of this river, edu- 
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cated among its inhabitants, partaking in those attach- 
ments to the stream which the natives generally feel for 
it in every part of its course ; one nurtured in his 
tender years on the rich products of her fields, and 
retaining affectionate recollections of early friends 
that now rest in its soil — ^to such an one every point 
of view, almost every object to which he can turn, 
has something to fix his eye and to engage his thoughts. 
The valley below him offers a wide expanse for the 
meanderings of the noble river, which pursues its 
course in bold and graceful sweeps, b ounded^ bu t not 
confined, by numerous and conspicuous eminences, that 
Ihay remind him of the distinguished families and indi- 
viduals to which it has at different periods given birth, 
with whose virtues or talents he is familiarly acquaint- 
ed, and whose example he has ever revered. His 
memory is stored with the interesting history, and the 
varied traditions of this region ; and he reflects atten- 
tively on the character and the origin of his forefathers, 
the condition of their descendants, and the vast ex- 
tent to which the world has felt an influence from 
them, as well through their example, as by the trans, 
planting of their institutions and habits to distant 
regions,, with the colonies that have departed from 
these favourite abddes. Something better than the 
vanity of one's country is gratified by this consider- 
ation ; for while he attributes to such principles and 
institutions the foundation of those traits which in 
himself he most approves, philanthropy leads him to 
rejoice at their diffusion over the earth, while con- 
science reminds him how difficult ii^ his task on whom 
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devolves the duty of supporting a corresponding cha- 
racter. 

To him who has duly appreciated and obeyed in 
manhood, the precepts of virtue and the upright ex- 
amples with which he was familiar in youth, scenes 
like those of his early life will always be dear ; and to 
a person of this character, who claims the Connecticut 
as his native stream, the country he overlooks from 
this position will present an appeal to his heart which 
it will be difficult for his lips to describe. Here he 
will look down, if not upon the village in which he was 
born, upon many a one which in essential points re- 
sembles it ; and a glance of the eye will suggest to 
him the employments and the character of its inhabi- 
tants. He knows what race of men dwell in those 
farm houses, with what feelings of equality they min- 
gle in the concerns of life, what principles of educa- 
tion are pursued in the schools, as well as what sub- 
lime and solemn truths are weekly delivered in the 
churches ; whither tend the councils of their mothers, 
and what the grade of elevation the female character 
maintains. The attention will be directed with plea- 
sure to the rustic roads and by-paths which wind their 
way towards the secluded and humble dwellings of many 
a simple patriarch, in the shady recesses of the hills : 
for the spectator knows the characteristics he would 
^d in active existence among them ; and the strong 
but now dormant traits, of which he can recall many 
an interesting example, when times of public trial 
formerly called them into operation ; when the Revo- 
lution demanded sacrifices — the French and Indian 
wars called for courage amidst lamentations— -and 
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when the first settlement of this once inhospitable 
region introduced our ancestors to the various dangers 
of unpropitious summers and rigorous winters, and 
exposed them* to wild beasts, and men scarcely less 
fierce or less savage. By some of those routes did 
the colonists approach — few, unprotected, and guided 
only by a hand unseen : by others did their numerous 
and unrelenting savage enemies wind their cautious 
and insidious way to attack and destroy them ; or the 
captives, surprised or overpowered, begin their weary 
march into exile by the light of their burning houses. 
Mount Holyoke presents to the traveller an advan- 
tage which it is natural for him to desire : an oppor- 
tunity to view from an elevated position the most 
charming scene in the compass of his tour. Fine as 
the region is, without this eminence half its beauty 
would have been lost. Or had the position of the 
mountain been other than it is, there would perhaps 
have been something to regret. Now, from its lofly 
and sheltered summit, the visitor overlooks the most 
fertile and extensive plain the country embraces, with 
the largest stream in New-England gracefully winding 
through it, enriching the green surface of the soil with 
its serpentine band of silver. Richer than the rivers 
of the south, which rise among mines of gold and 
silver, the Connecticut dispenses fertility wherever it 
flows, by means of its periodical floods, and at the 
same time offers an easy channel of communication 
to those who dwell upon the banks. In ancient times 
this stream was first known to our ancestors as that 
by which the Indians in Canada carried on a trade in 
skins with those who inhabited the lower parts of its 
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course. Common interests probably promoted peace 
and amity between the yarious tribes it visited ; and 
though circumstances have so greatly changed since 
that period, the partial navigation to which it is subser- 
vient, and still more the constant and easy communi- 
cation afforded by the level roads along its margin, 
still tend to unite in fellowship and brotherhood those 
whom artificial boundaries have nominally divided. 
The equal favors it distributes on every hand, and even 
to many of its most remote tributary streams, seem 
thus to be participated by the people in a moral 
regard. One description of its natural products has 
however been heedlessly sacrificed, and the loss is 
one which must be more and more sensibly felt. 
These pure waters formerly abounded in fish of the 
finest species. The salmon of the Connecticut were 
famous far and wide for their superior flavor, as they 
had ever been for their abundance. There are many 
places, particularly at the principal cataracts, where 
the Indians used annually to assemble to take this 
valuable prey ; and their broken implements are now to 
be sebn in the soil, in greater numbers than the fish 
for which they were designed have been found in the 
river for many a past year. An imperfect, ill execut- 
ed and unsuccessful plan for the improvement of the 
navigation, has excluded these invaluable shoals from 
thetr favorite stream ; and for the small advantages it 
was expected to yield, has been allowed to strike a 
xieath-blow at a great source of wealth which the river 
afforded. Could the number of salmon ever caught 
here in a single season be estimated, and even a dis- 
tant approximation be made to what might have been 



CONNECnCCT RIVBR. 15 

the yahie of the fishery now, with the present amount 
of inhabitants, the people of the Connecticut would 
deplore their loss, and be solicitous, at any hazard, to 
recover the advantage so unwisely sacrificed. It is 
still within the memory of the old, that multitudes of 
the finest fish were once caught even in the principal 
branches of this river, very far from their confluence : 
twenty miles up the Farmington, and thirty miles up 
the Ware, the skill of the fisherman was once amply 
rewarded. And yet this invaluable bounty of Provi- 
dence has been yielded up, and is now generally 
regarded as irrecoverable. A common belief is, that 
the occupations of a great population, particularly in 
manufacturing districts, are unfavorable to the habits 
or the existence of these timid fish. But they are not 
driven from the rivers of Britain, although almost 
every obstacle is thrown in their way except that by 
which we have succeeded in excluding them : viz. an 
actual interruption of the iStream so as efiectually to 
prevent this passage. On the contrary, the supplies in 
the Scotch and English rivers appear to be as great as 
ever, in spite of the improper and illegal fishing 
which is carried on, together with the destruction of 
millions of young every year. Of the value of those 
fisheries, perhaps it is impossible to form a precise 
idea ; but it is well known that 'thousands of pounds 
are the annual incomes of the right to fish within the 
limits of certain single estates. The oversight of our 
countrymen is however inexcusable, in not adopting 
some simple means to render the dams in the Connec- 
ticut and its branches passable by these fine fish. 
With their remarkable activity the highest falls were 
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readily ascended by them every season ; atid doubt- 
less a sufficient current of water, allowed to run even 
a part of the time, as during the night, might have 
afforded them access to all parts of the stream. Some 
of the small fish which afford a considerable addition 
to the stock of food along the coast of Massachusetts 
Bay, are thus allowed to visit the ponds and head 
streams of brooks, which would otherwise be closed 
against them by the dams ; and a similar experiment 
might perhaps prove successful here. Instead of the 
works on the stream being rendered less valuable by 
the small expense and the little loss of water that 
might be required to keep open the passage, the 
restoration of their shoals to the river and its branches, 
if it could be effected by such means, would produce 
a large accession to the number of inhabitants, and 
greatly increase the amount of exports and imports 
throughout the extensive vaJley of the Connecticut. 

The space on the sum^t of Mount Holyoke is so 
small, that, from the building on the peak, where the 
visiter will find shelter and refreshment, the eye ranges 
without interruption in every direction. The accom. 
panying print may afford a feeble idea of the finest part 
of the scene, which stretches northward along the 
wide and fertile meadows that border the Connecticut, 
and affords it a more spacious range for its meander- 
ings than in any other part of its course. It would be 
an almost hopeless task for an artist, to attempt the 
representation of all the beauties which are here pre- 
sented in one view to the eye. Small as is the point 
of the pencil, and delicate as is the touch of the graver, 
even when directed under the magnifier, they are still 
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too broad to depict without blending the countless 
lines, which denote the thousands of little fields that 
cover the surface with a rich party-colored hue. The 
assiduous artist, seating himself on one of these rocks, 
to transfer the scene to his sketch book, would sigh ^ 
in despair at the amount of labor required to detail all 
the minute divisions and features which so thickly 
overspread even a small portion of the country* It 
almost fatigues the eye to follow on from field to field, 
from farm to farm, from hamlet to village, from town 
to town ; — ^what then must have been the amount of 
labor, the persevering industry, by which the husband- 
men of this delightful region have prevailed, by indi- 
vidual exertions and slow degrees, in covering such a 
wide extent with one coat of verdure : casting into the 
ground every seed from which the green pastures and 
Uie waving wheat fields have sprung, and planting 
and cherishing every blade which helps to compose 
the ten thousand patches of com ! The institutions 
under which these people are born and bred, have 
not been in operation for so many years without 
stamping their seal on the character and manners of 
society ; and so deep is the impressicm generally pro- 
duced, that something of the same spirit has been 
borne with their colonies, to the western regions they 
have gone to occupy. Churches and school-houses, 
good roads and good bridges, have intimated to many 
a traveller in our western districts, his vicinity to their 
settlements ; and if he has been reared in the same 
scenes with them, he will recognise the fruit of their 
engrafted orchards, observe well-known customs in 
their houses, hear good old maxims in the conversa- - 
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18 CONNECTICUT RIVER. 

tion of their elders, and find firm moral sentiments 
existing among all classes, together with a dutiful and 
reverential attachment to the country of their origin, 
which they assiduously endeavor to transmit to their 
posterity. 

The inhabitants of the country bordering on the 
Connecticut, during the first century and a half after 
its settlement, were deeply engaged in the various 
contests which were carried on at different periods 
and with different enemies. The earliest colonists, 
who took up their station at Hartford, Windsor and 
Wethersfield, mustered as soldiers a few months 
after their arrival, and almost exterminated a power- 
ful tribe of Indians, by whom their existence was 
threatened. After a period of twenty years of peace, 
Philip's war ravaged the settlements along this stream, 
which then extended to Northfield, some of which 
were deserted, some burnt ; and sprinkled the shores 
with blood, oflen barbarously shed. In the French 
wars such scenes were renewed in the upper settle, 
ments, some of which are included in the region 
beneath our eyes ; and the more distant and serious 
battles to which they gave occasion were shared, to a 
large extent, and many of them were influenced or 
decided, by the inhabitants of this delightful country. 
In the war of the Revolution, the people of this 
district performed too conspicuous a part to require 
particular mention; although, fortunately for the 
people, it never became the scene of foreign aggres. 
sion. 

There is a remark often repeated concerning the 
Connecticut, and that with an honest pride, that it 
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has never been crossed by a foreign foe. Consider- 
ing the length of its course, the rich and important 
districts through which it runs, the great military 
events which have occurred on different sides, the 
deep concern the people have taken in various wars, 
this must be regarded as a remarkable fact. No 
enemy of more importance than those who composed 
the savage expeditions directed against the frontiers 
in early times, had ever crossed the stream ; and no 
hostile foot has since trodden the soil, if we except the 
landing of a marauding party at a little village near 
its mouth during the late war with Great Britain. 
This has not been for the want of enemies. The 
battle of Bunker's hill contributed to keep the English 
shut up in the neighbourhood of Boston ; and some 
of the officers and soldiers engaged in it fought for 
the security of homes which were beneath the sha- 
dow of these mountains. The check given to Bur- 
goyne's detachment at Bennington placed it out of his 
power to move further eastward ; and the militia from 
this stream assisted on that occasion. The Connec- 
ticut is indeed less exposed to the attempts of invaders 
than the Hudson, as that river is navigable to a greater 
distance, and forms part of the great chain of com- 
munication between the Atlantic and the St. Lawrence. 
Still, although it seems placed by nature with many 
advantages for peace, it has never been wanting in 
the resources or the men for self-defence. 

The first inhabitants, who might have still possessed 
their country, but for that race who were destined 
soon to overspread the soil, and eradicate every 
trace of its original occupants, are now gone. We 
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look in vain on the rocks around us for any testimony 
of their existence : not an inscription, not a mark is 
any where to be found ; and we may scrutinize with 
our utmost care the whole region below us, without' 
discovering a single monument to their virtues or their 
misfortunes. A few rude implements or broken wea- 
pons of war, with a few traditionary tales, as scattered 
and as rare, are all that now remains of the original 
possessors of the soil — the people who first knew the 
beauties of this river and its meadows, and who shed 
their blood in vain to preserve them. 

The villages beneath our eyes mark the sites of 
ancient Indian towns, whose inhabitants long enter- 
tained the white men as friends, and allowed them to 
construct their houses among them. When however 
the latter grew strong, they made the Indians con- 
fine themselves to spots in th6ir vicinity, and surround- 
ed their dwellings with defences. Philip's war, which 
suddenly burst out in 1675, extended to nearly all the 
Indians throughout the country, and gave rise to 
repeated disasters here. This plain was crossed and 
recrossed by different hostile parties, thirsty for blood, 
and not unfrequently gratified to the full. The scene 
has been illuminated at night by the flames of many a 
quiet and peaceful dwelling : for all the old villages 
were repeatedly attacked, and partly, if not wholly 
destroyed by fire. Savage warriors have no doubt 
stood on this eminence as on a watch tower, and ob- 
served the motions of friend or foe ; and once, as tra- 
dition informs us, an unfortunate woman, who had 
been surprised and taken captive from the hamlet 
between the two mountains, was led up and toma- 
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hawked in the cruel manner of the savages. The 
plots laid for the extermination of the whites were 
however unsuccessful, although devised hy the saga- 
city of Philip ; and the ambushes, the surprises, the 
resistance and the endurance of the red men finally 
proved to be vain, although sometimes partially suc- 
cessful. 

Civilization lent arts and power which the uncul- 
tured savages could not withstand ; and during the 
peace which succeeded the downfall of Philip, the 
frontiers were pressed onwards beyond the hills^ 
which bound our northern view. The wars introduced 
by the bitterness of the French from Canada, did 
indeed sometimes extend terror, and even bloodshed, 
to these otherwise peaceful scenes; and there are 
now to be seen among the collections of ancient 
records some of those little manuscripts then occasion- 
ally borne by friendly Indian messengers from settle- 
ment to settlement, announcing dangers which filled 
every breast with apprehension. 

This is a brief outline of the subjects which render 
this place so deservedly interesting. 



Tales of interest might be told of almost every hill, 
plain, and brook within the bounds of the extensive 
and fertile valley of the Connecticut. There is an 
eminence, many miles south of this mountain, of lit. 
tie importance when viewed from a distance, but which 
is of laborious ascent when actually encountered by 
the traveller, and delightful and commanding in its 
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view when its summit is once attained. Sloping to 
the north it overlooks a portion of the innumerable 
level fields of this extensive valley, with that part 
of the river's course, which indicates to the anti- 
quary's eye the limit of the journey of the first white 
men who ever kindled a fire on its banks ^ and 
a broad and beautiful cove, which was the scene of 
their trials during the wintry season. Villages now 
vary the scenes where the dark forest was once diver- 
sified only by the few encroachments of a savage 
race ; and among all the dwellings (of which each 
bears its history) none is more reverend or more delight- 
fully situated, than that of which we are to speak, 
whose memory is dedicated by filial affection and 
duty. Eighty or one hundred years ago, a more 
loi^ly dwelling, at a little distance, reared its moss- 
covered roof. Lessons of religion had blessed it, and 
long but humble lives of piety in its two reverend in- 
habitants, had rendered it sacred. He who had been 
the object of their love and prayers had long been 
gone ; and like many of the wandering sons of New- 
England, seemed forgotten by all but the parental 
heart. There was one above, however, who still 
watched over and protected him. One evening a 
strfiuiger came slowly up the hill, and looked with more 
than common interest on the scene around him. — 
He moved towards the humble dwelling, and was 
received with welcome cordiality at a fireside which 
few had sought, and from which none had ever been 
repelled. The spirit of hospitality displayed itself: 
the strfiuiger was welcomed, and no curious question 
was applied to unriddle what they thought mysterious. 
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'* Wherever you have travelled over the surface of the 
earth," said the mother, "you may perhaps have seen 
our son — once our darling boy — do you remember him, 
a stranger, a wanderer, a misguided youth, but generous 
and kind ? He must have spoken with sorrow of his 
native land; he must have talked with tears of his 
home and his parents. Perhaps you may have passed 
where he lay, for I have often looked upon him as 
dead, and my dreams have told me it was true — per- 
haps you may have seen his grave. Even then it 
would be some consolation to hear you speak of it — 
for when a babe, he rested on this breast." 

The tears which the old parents poured anew as they 
thus recurred to their long-lost child, made the stranger 
almost regret that he had given rise to a new flood of 
grief, which time had done so much to dry up. Nor 
did he delay to ofler them consolation. The old 
matron with surprise saw him turn away with tears 
and sobs, and heard him exclaim — " Oh, my mother ! 
I am your son !" 

The scene occurred unwitnessed by others, and 
only the outlines of the tale have come down to us. — 
The already knotted trunks of the apple trees in an 
orchard which partly shades the road, are older than 
those which shaded the grass plot before that humble 
door, although one of their intermediate genera- 
tions has flourished and decayed. Yonder mansion, 
embosomed in tall and spreading elms, with all its 
patriarchal dignity, began to rise the same year in 
which this dutiftil son was restored to his parents ; and 
there they spent in happiness the evening hours 
of their day, so much of which had passed in sorrow. 
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This old and sample story has been narrated here, 
because the deed it records has in some of our eyes 
conferred a dignity on the place> of a different but no 
less affecting nature than it might have derived from 
those works of art, or monuments to past greatness, 
which are the boast of many famous scenes. 
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RED MOUNTAIN, 

IN NEW HAHFSHIRB. 

As the traveller seats himself, almost breathless, on 
the uppermost rock of Red Mountain, he may con- 
gratulate himself that he has reached an emmence 
properly regarded as one of the most enviable, as well 
as difficult of access, in the circuit of his tour. I had 
been fortunate in reaching it, as I had designed, at an 
early hour in the morning, a short time after the sun 
liad risen ; and found the air fresh and clear, and the 
surrounding scene delightfull|r varied by the slanting 
light. 

On the West the eye descended, by giant's strides, 
down the mountain's side, from rock to tree, from tree 
to grove, and glanced over the shaded forest that 
skirted the base, and extended to the shore of a gleam- 
ing sheet of water, which lay surrounded on several 
sides by hills of nearly equal height with that on which 
I stood. This was Squam Lake, which lies at the bot- 
tom of a great goblet, several miles in circumference. 
Its shores are mountainous and steep, occupied by a 
scattered population, animated by a few farms, and 
mailed here and there by a stony road, whose fre- 
quent windings indicate the l€U>orious ascents it has to 
surmount. 

3* 
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Eastward lay a heavy mass of shade, like a black 
cloud overspreading all that portion of the horizon ; 
and this, 6n investigation, proved to be the enor- 
mous bulk of Ossipee Mountains. All that range ap- 
peared at first view to be one great wilderness ; but 
the eye, on concentrating its power to a needle's point, 
could here and there distinguish a little spot of brighter 
green than the conunon hue of the forests, which, after 
a moment's attention, would unfold like the germ of an 
acorn, and show a farm, with its fields, orchard and 
dwellings ; and as the sun gradually rose higher and 
rendered distant objects more distinct, such spots be- 
came very numerous, so that the lower regions of that 
lofly range, proved to be well peopled and well culti- 
vated. 

Northward, two ranges of lofty summits extended 
far onward, in parallel directions. Those on the left 
were shining in the light of morning ; while those on 
the right were half concealed by thecnists of the night, 
then fast leaving the valley. The sun had visited the 
little lakes and streams which lay in the brotul valley 
between, and some of them were betrayed from afar 
by bright gleams of light. This is the gra^d avenue 
towards the centre of the White Mountains, where 
Washington sits enthroned in the midst of his gigantic 
associates, usually with a crown of auow upon his 
head — the honor conferred by the pure and elevated 
regions which he inhabits. Through this ample pas- 
sage may have flowed, in some unrecorded a^e, one of 
those mighty currents of water, the traces of which are 
observed ia different parts of our country, as well as 
in foreign lands. We may at least fancy we trace its 
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course with our eye, as it seems imperfectly indicated 
by the little sheets of water, left, as it were, in the lower 
parts of its channel. On closer investigation also, 
we may observe an immense quantity of granite rocks, 
which are strewed over the surface for many miles 
both above and below. Those separate masses, which 
the present generation are quarrying, with such avidity 
and advantage, all alcmg the Merrimac river, and 
which have furnished materials for the construction of 
edifices in the principal cities in the United States, af- 
ford but a feeble idea of the supplies that might be 
obtained between this place and the White Mountains, 
from which some almost inconceivable convulsion ap- 
pears to have dissevered rocks enough to overspread 
several hundred square miles; while the same or 
some other power has been able to bear them to the 
places where we find them at the present day. This 
power we commonly refer to currents of water, such 
as may have been produced in the universal deluge, by 
the breaking up of the fountains of the '' Great Deep" ; 
and the further our observations are extended, the more 
is this ecmjecture confirmed. It is an irresistible con- 
elusion to which we are led, that the rocks in question 
have been thus torn from some vast quarry of granite : 
for they are seen lying over the surface, or near it, on 
the different soils and rocks which are found between 
the White Mountains and the neighbouring parts of the 
Atlantic coast ; and even a hasty observer wiU trace 
a resemblance in their color, texture, and various 
aspects, with those which impede his path, or threaten 
to fall upon his head, in the narrow passes through 
which the upper part of the road will conduct him. 
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Beneath our feet the stones of Red Mountain are 
crumbling, under the action of the elements. In this 
they differ from most of the rocks we observe in the 
lower districts of the state. They differ also in their 
reddish brown color, on account of which they dispute 
with the whortleberry bushes (of nearly the same hue 
in Autumn) the honor of conferring a name on this 
eminence, so favored in the beauty of its situation. 
Other varieties of granite may perhaps be found in the 
vicinity of the mountains, which have gradually dis- 
integrated when broken and scattered in the open air. 
A bed of fine white clay was discovered five or six 
years ago, on the eastern shore of Winnipiseogee Lake, 
resembling, at least in external characters, some of 
the porcelain clays of Europe, which are known to 
have been produced by the decay of that variety of 
primitive rocks called Graphic Granite. 

In a notice of the loose rocks found along the coast 
of New Hampshire, which was published two or three 
years since in that valuable work, the American Jour- 
nal of Science and the Arts, a curious fact was men- 
tioned. The writer stated, that those boulders had 
be en* generally observed to bear grooves on their lower 
sides, 'as if they had been forcibly drawn or driven 
over a rough surface ; while the upper faces of those 
various rocky beds that'are in some places uncovered, 
present marks of a similar description, running in the 
general direction in which the boulders are supposed 
to have passed, and without regard to the courses of 
the natural strata. 

It was up the great valley before spoken of as open- 
ing northward, that the bold but unfortunate band 



RED MOUNTAIN. 29 

passed who assailed a nation of Indians, the terror 
of the frontier below, in the year 1725, under Captain 
Lovel ; and some of the survivors suffered extreme 
distress, in regaining, by the same route, the habita- 
tions of civilized men after their bloody defeat. That 
region, so abounding in mountains and small lakes, 
although in its present, half-tamed condition, so unin- 
viting to man, was the theatre of more than one hostile 
incursion, in that early period when it was inhabited 
only by wild beasts and savages ; and some scattering 
traditions are still to be found, which awaken an inter, 
est in the traveller. Doubtless there have been many 
unrecorded tales of still anterior date, which we might 
listen to with attention ; for the passes of the White 
Mountains had been known and visited by the Indians 
from time immemorial. But we look in vain for any 
unquestionable monuments to their once powerfhl 
tribes, though the singular situation of some of the 
mighty rocks balanced on the hills, the apparently arti- 
ficial heaps of loose stones here and there, and the un- 
accountable lines and figures traced on many rude 
blocks of granite, in which we are apt to fancy a resem- 
blance to animals, men, or warlike weapons, frequently 
lead us to think of those wild huntsmen, whose steps 
have ^ed in these forests for ever. 

But it is almost unpardonable to have so long delay- 
ed the notice of that part of the scene which lies south 
of us, and which was not first described, because its 
superior beauty would have perhaps diminished the 
interest of the rest of this extensive landscape. Turn- 
ing in that direction, the spectator on this commanding 
eminence finds his eye embracing with delight one of 
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He is pursuing the path which, from the summit 
of Red Mountain can barely be distinguished, like a 
spider's web, stretching along the margin of the valley. 
Here and there is a hamlet, and at much rarer inter- 
vals, a church or two appear, with a few openings in 
the forest between them; while the fine swelling 
uplands, being more exposed to view, sometimes 
present a succession of extensive farms, overspread- 
ing a bold and beautiful slope. Partly up these eleva- 
tions, and partly ro«nd their bases, the road proceeds 
in a winding course ; and thus a constantly varying 
scene is presented, of swelling hills, level little mea- 
dows and narrow ravines ; uplands half divested of 
their forests, with the lofty peaks rising above, some 
with granite foreheads, bared like the bald eagle's, 
others wooded to their summits, or wearing a single 
seal of cultivation in a solitary clearing : all these are 
by turns shut out and revealed by the skirts of the 
forest mantle, which is so ample in its folds, and diver- 
sified in its hues and aspects by the shades and lights 
of morning and evening, and the efiects of mists, 
clouds, and storms. 



It is proverbial of the inhabitants of mountainous 
regions, that they are inclined to superstition. In tra- 
velling up the great avenue from Winnipiseogee Lake 
to the White Hills, some indications of a popular love 
for the supernatural may be observed. There is a 
fine elevation among the range bordering this gval. 
ley on the left, which is conspicuous for the richness 
and verdure of the sloping ground that rises far up 
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from its base. The eye is attracted by the natural 
form of the land, so well calculated for convenient 
culture, and by the unusual number and extent of the 
pasture grounds by which it is overspread. A solitary 
traveller feels tempted from the beaten but almost 
uninhabited road, to seek society among the people 
who have so successfully diffused an aspect of civili- 
zation over that favored region ; and inquires of the 
first person he meets, something concerning their con- 
dition. 

The keeper of a small inn, a few miles north of this 
place, once communicated the following tradition to a 
stranger who had taken lodgings at his house, and 
who, while watching the clearing away of a thunder 
shower, admired the appearance of the mountain, and 
particularly the beautiful cultivated land on its sides 
and base. '' The mountain," said he, ''is said to owe 
its name to an old Indian, called Chocaway, who lived 
by himself in a little wigwam, near a fine spring of 
pure water, which divides into several branches, and 
gives the land this green appearance even in the driest 
seasons of the year. He was knoWn to many white 
men, although the settlements about Dover were at 
that time the nearest points where civilized men had 
dared to fix any permanent habitation. Hunters were 
not unfrequently found among the hardy settlers, who 
ranged these extensive forests for deer, bears ^and 
buffalo ; and in times of danger, scouting and scalp- 
ing parties were sent out to discover, and if possible 
to prevent the approach of French and Indian invad- 
ers, by whom the feeble colonies were more than once 
attacked and laid waste. Although living near the 
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route so frequently pursued by friends and foes, old 
Chocaway took no part in the strife, and even appears 
to have abstained from shedding the blood even of 
brutes, as he spent a solitary and reflecting life in cul- 
tivating a little com, a few beans and squashes, and in 
administering to the aid and comfort of those who lost 
their way in the chase, or had suffered from want or 
wounds in war. For this character he was extensive- 
ly known, and generally regarded with merited respect. 
The infirmities of age had already assailed him, but 
he bore his trials and his solitude with such content- 
ment, that he was by some thought to enjoy a melan- 
choly pleasure in the daily contemplation of long-past 
scenes of fond affection ; while the greater part 
believed him in correspondence with some superna- 
tural spirit, which administered to his earthly wants, 
and gave him more than earthly knowledge and 
power. 

One day his retired and silent retreat was intruded 
upon by a party of white men accoutred like half- 
hunters, half-murderers. They approached him witli 
none of that reverence which had been so long sponta- 
neously rendered to him by the civilized man and the 
savage, and their manners were rude and harsh to one 
who had so often kindly entreated such as they, and 
perhaps had brought a refreshing draught, or culled 
healing herbs, for some individuals of their number. 
Their weapons of death were displayed in his pre- 
sence, but his heart seemed neither to be hastened 
nor chilled in its motion. They thundered outy*in a 
few words in his language — "Old man, you must die !" 
but his countenance was as calm and benignant as 
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ever. The government of the Massachussets had 
despatched this party of cold blooded man-hunters, 
with a large promise for every Indian scalp they should 
take, and here they had sought their first and easiest 
prey. But a moment was allowed the old hermit for 
a prayer to the Great Spirit, which he chanted in a 
few solemn words over the head fountain of those 
waters which pour down the mountain's side. The 
curses which he denounced on men who, by such 
means, were getting possession of the land of his 
ancestors, were delivered in so deep and deliberate a 
tone, that they made his persecutors shudder, and 
nothing but gold could have urged them to accomplish 
their purpose. The form of the old man was soon 
stretched beside his favorite fountain ; and the few 
drops of blood which age had left in his cold veins 
were mingled with its waters and borne over the acres 
of rich fields which lie so delightfully exposed to the 
sun, bearing along a curse which has ever since been 
inherent to the soil. That curse the popular voice 
declares was designed by him to have a figurative 
fulfilment : but by the kindness of Providence has only 
been verified according to the letter. He prayed the 
Great Spirit that no animal that parted the hoo^ 
might ever live on the mountain's side, believing that 
white men could not subsist without assistance from 
the labor of the ox ; and it is an unquestionable fact, 
and one to which I am a witness, that the finest cattle 
begin to lose their vigor on being pastured on that 
ground, and if kept there a few weeks, pine away 
and die without any assignable cause, and in spite 
of every precaution and remedy. 
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INFANT SCHOOLS. 

In the institutions recently opened in New-York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, and many of our inferior cities 
and towns, for the systematic instruction of very young 
children, called Infant Schools, travellers of intelli- 
gence and rational curiosity will find prepared for 
them new subjects of attention and interest. The 
system on which they are formed, was never Intro- 
duced into the United States until the year 1827» 
although it had been in operation in Great Britain for 
several years : probably because no ^11 and metho- 
dical account, as is said, has ever been laid before 
the world. It is of such a boundless nature that con- 
tinual variations and improvements are necessarily 
introduced ; and those who become the greatest pro- 
ficients in teaching according to its principles, are 
generally too much occupied in their labors, or too 
much engaged in pursuing their various modes and 
improvements, to have leisure for drawing up a regular 
and complete plan of the whole. Numerous books 
relating to the subject have been published ; and those 
who are desirous of learning the outlines of the 
system, or such as may be able to promote the esta- 
blishment of infant schools in their own distant towns 
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or villages, will obtain a useful supply of different 
publications of the kind, some containing hints to 
instructors, and others the exercises of pupils, at the 
children's book-stores in New. York, and probably in 
other cities. 

Infant schools ^are peculiarly applicable to large 
places, where great numbers of poor parents, by being 
relieved from the care and oversight of their little chil- 
dren for most of the day, are able to apply themselves 
to occupations, in which they can earn enough to 
defray the trivial,^ and often merely nominal expense 
at which the instruction is afforded, and at the same 
time add to the comfort of their families. More than 
twenty Infant Schools are known to be in operation 
in this country ; and probably a considerably greater 
number might be ascertained. Many of these are 
designed for the instruction of the children of parents 
in the middle and upper walks of life ; and schools of 
both descriptions will, it is to be hoped, ere long, be 
universally known. To promote their general adop- 
tion it is that a chapter is here devoted to the subject. 

Many persons of experience in the character and 
capacities of young children, will find one visit to an 
infant school enough to convince them, that the sys- 
tem may be advantageously introduced into country 
villages, and even into small neighborhoods or ham- 
lets. Persons of intelligence and of wealth are by 
no means wanting, in some of the most refined of our 
country towns, who have already been desirous of 
resorting to this system for the benefit of their own 
children. In truth there is much reason for parents 
in the higher circles of society to apprehend, that 
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unless they follow such an example, or introduce the 
principles of Infant Schools into their nurseries^ their 
children will be inferior to those of their poor neigh- 
bors, in early education. The object of the foUowimg 
remarks is to direct the attention of influential travel- 
lers to the Infant Schools, and to induce those who are 
interested to examine whether the principles of this 
method of instruction, cannot be in some manner, and 
to some degree, if not introduced, at least engrafted, 
on the plan they have adopted at home in their schools 
or their families. 

An objection will occur to the minds of many, on 
entering a school of this kind in one of our large 
cities, against the mingling of children of different 
classes. And this is certainly an obvious and well- 
founded objection. In great cities there is and must 
be a difference of manners prevailing among different 
ranks : and whatever ideas ultra-republicans may en- 
tertain, it would do only harm to place the children of 
poor and rich side by side, to make the former 
ashamed, and the latter vain of clothes which are 
really appropriate to their respective spheres, and to 
excite ill-founded feelings between them at an age 
when they cannot reason soundly on the subject. — 
Where greater equality exists, as in many of our vil. 
lages, no objection of the kind ought to be made ; and 
if, in any case, doubt or fastidiousness should be felt, 
those who view the matter aright, will be disposed to 
yield to the imp<9rtant interests of their children. 

As an hour spent in witnessing the operation of an 
Infant School will better instruct a stranger in the 
principles on which they are conducted, than pages 
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of descril»tioii, only a few words will be here said on 
the subject. The whole system may be said to hinge 
on the most obvious and simple doctrines : — ^that chil- 
dren of very tender age are capable of being taught 
something ; but that in order to convey to their minds 
knowledge which they can comprehend, modes must 
be adopted calculated also for their intellects. Sub- 
jects which cannot be comprehended by the pupils, 
are therefore rejected, and the mind is led to the ac- 
quisition of what is within the scope of its capacities, 
by the easiest and most direct routes. It is led like 
an intelligent being through gradations of known ideas : 
not driven like a brute, with whip and spur, over the 
mere emblems and implements of learniBg. In this 
we follow the system of nature, and we reduce the 
plan of infantile instruction to the rules which govern 
every other species. Hitherto children have been 
taught the rudiments of knowledge in a way which 
would have discouraged a mature mind. There are 
still many advocates for pursuing the ancient system, 
prejudiced by immemorial and universal usage : but 
if those learned men who support it would reflect how, 
if presented to them in that form, all the beauties of 
science and literature would be changed to deformity, 
and how they would close their libraries in disgust and 
extinguish their night lamps, they could not fail to be 
convinced of their error. 

Why should we counteract the course of nature in 
our earliest discipline of the infant mind, and lay the 
most disheartening obstacles in the way of an opening 
intellect, whose only exertions are voluntary, which is 
capable of proceeding, under proper direction, from 
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the first simple perceptions of light and warmth, plea- 
sure and pain, to comprehend the fullest scope of the 
sciences, to embrace the world in its grasp, to encom- 
pass the firmament, and to adore and imitate the cha- 
racter of the Almighty ? 

In the usual systems of instruction, the child finds 
himself subjected to a mode the opposite of that 
which he has experienced before his introduction to 
school. Then he found a world fiiU of novelties 
around him, such as were understood by others, and 
which he felt a constant desire to understand. The 
nature, and the uses of many objects he was able to 
ascertain before he could call their names, by 
giving attention to them one by one ; and of others he 
received much more information when he became able 
to inquire of his parents, and to comprehend theii' 
explanadona. Wherever he went, whatever he did, 
he was at school, but at school to Dame Nature ; and 
his progress and his . prospects were of a flattering 
description. But see the change, when transferred 
firom ber kind and simple teaching, to the artificial 
process of a misled instructor of human mould. The 
uncomfortable situation in which he is placed at his 
elevated form, with no rest for his feet and no support 
for his back, at a height from the floor terrific to his 
infantile eyes, forms but an imperfect type of the un- 
necessary, painful, and injurious constraints to which 
his mind is subjected. 

Those who regard the treatment of young children 
at school in this light, may well lament the errors of 
the system under which so many generations have 
been tortured rather than instructed, and wish that it 



42 INFANT SCHOOLS. 

might be universally substituted throughout the world 
by one of a more humane, rational, and effectual cha- 
racter. 

When a child has once entered a school, he finds 
that what he is thenceforward to learn is to be obtain- 
ed in a way entirely new, and which he cannot com- 
prehend. The acquisition of knowledge is from that 
moment stripped of all its attractions. In vain he in- 
quires why or how things are so. These spontaneous 
questions, which he formerly uttered with eager curi- 
osity, while he listened to the answers with satisfac- 
tion and delight, he is no longer permitted to use. — 
Mystical forms are presented to him, over which he 
is required to pronounce words unmeaning to his ears, 
and with which his mind learns to associate nothing 
but frowns and blows. The memory is wearied with 
a mass of chaotic sounds and figures, in which he can 
find neither correspondence nor use ; the intellect 
sickens, because it is treated with contempt as well as 
neglect ; and this system, although it somewhat relents 
in its severity in subsequent years, greatly prevails 
thnDugh the whole tour of education, and forms a 
powerful barrier to his progress at every stage. It 
probably will appear clear to every observing mind, 
that many a child possessed of capacity and a dispo- 
sition to acquire knowledge, has received a shock on 
undergoing this translation from the system of nature 
to that of art, from which it has never recovered. It 
has fallen under the observation of every one, that 
many of the most backward and dilatory scholars are 
the most active and ingenious at their sports. In many 
cases they are found to excel as much out of school 
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iu those things which require a critical observation 
and laborious mental exertion, as in mere feats of 
athletic superiority. The reason may be, that every 
thing which they find without the walls of the school- . 
house, they are permitted to investigate, and to become 
acquainted with in the direct and simple way. 

And thus it has so oflen happened, that the young 
have made much more rapid progress in evil than in 
good, because the acquisition of what is useful is im- 
peded by artificial and unnecessary restraints, from 
which the knowledge of evil is entirely free and un- 
shackled. 

'^These restraints, these shackles, are various and in- 
numerable. Among them should be ranked every 
unintelligible word, and every process that keeps the 
mind in unnecessary suspense. Our most intelligent 
and experienced teachers will readily admit, that one 
leading defect of the common modes of instruction con^ 
flists in teaching words which are not connected with 
their appropriate ideas in the minds of the children. 
It is in vain for the young lips to be able to repeat 
such words : for the utmost that such an acquisfition 
can effect, is to impose upon some of those who liear 
them, and to make others doubly sensible of their de- 
ficiencies in real knowledge. The ideas should be 
first implanted, and then the words will be ready on 
the lips, without the labor of acquiring'them by frequent 
repetitions. The vicious system here condemned is 
fit for nothing but parrots or learned brutes ; and can- 
not be applied to the human mind without a grave and 
practical contempt for its nature, and setting at nought 
its powers. All branches of instruction will be found 
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to be more or less conducted on such principles in this 
country. We meet with different ramifications of this 
vicious system in our families, our primary schools, 
and those of the higher grades, up to our g3rmnasia and 
colleges. Individuals have perhaps ever opposed it, 
to such extent as they were able, in institutions of dif- 
ferent kinds ; but the public prejudices, as well as the 
books, being generally formed on the erroneous prin* 
ciples, they have found great difficulties in teaching 
as they would wish, and still greater in bringing about 
any extensive change. Towards it, however, we have 
to hope for a powerful co-operation among our literary 
individuals and literary institutions ; and now that a 
reformation has been introduced at the root of educa- 
tion, in the plans adopted in Infant Schools, there is 
great reason to look for its effect on the whole, even to 
the trunk and branches. In that case, of course, we 
i^ay expect early blossoms and fruit of an improved 
description. 

It may be questioned, whether the study of gram- 
mar has not been thus far subjected to the most griev- 
ous burthen of unintelligible words and phrases ; and 
perhaps we should naturally imagine it the most dif. 
ficult branch of youthful instruction to be divested of 
them, so as to be presented in a comprehensible form. 
At the Infant School in Greene street, New- York, 
which is the model school of that city, a simplified 
system of grammar has been introduced, which is built 
on ^ndamental improvement, although still open to 
Huch alterations as intelligent minds might suggest, and 
the curious feel disposed to test by experiment. 
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Of all the subjects that could have been selected in 
a book like this little volume, none could be expect- 
ed to find in that class which every author should 
be most wnbitious to gratify, so large a number of at- 
tentive readers and capable judges. Every paront 
has some acquaintance with the subject, and that kind 
of acquaintance which ensures a feeling of strong in- 
terest. The importance of it has been pressed home 
on the parental bosom by the tender love of children ; 
the imperfection of the systems and doctrines in vogue 
have been realized from personal trial and ill success; 
the want of a- thorough reformation in every part has 
been ascertained by c<mvinciag experience ; the^ dif- 
ficulty of accomplishing appears almost insuperable, 
afler repeated vain attempts to improve ; while the 
further the subject has been studied, the more .exten- 
sive and complicated has it appeared, the more worthy 
of investigation, the more culpably neglected. Many 
persons in such a state of mind, have cast a glance at 
an Infant School, and exclaimed that all is now done. 
Parents, more naturally than others, are led to turn 
their thoughts to consider the influence of education ; 
but those who begin by tracing its effects on their own 
minds, their own lives and their own prospects, and 
then extend their view to the community in which they 
live, to their country and the world, can easily satisfy 
themselves that it is of vast consequence and universal 
concern. 

So powerful is its operation on individuals and 
countries, that to make a mutual transfer of the sys- 
tems of education practised in two different and dis- 
tant countries, would be, in fact, in a short course of 
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time, a virtual exchange of inhabitants. On a small 
scale this fact is every day acknowledged, because it 
is every day proved. Education is the chief human 
means by which individuals and families are daily 
rising on one side of us and falling on the other. By 
education is not meant merely the instruction in letters 
which a school-master or a professor can communicate, 
or pretends to communicate ; and every judge of the 
subject, every parent, will uphold the justice of taking 
a- more extended view. Education includes every 
branch and kind of information communicated to the 
youthful mind by design — ^it also includes all communi- 
cated by permission. Here then, on this broad scale, we 
include every thing that comes to the youthful mind 
with a force likely to exercise an influence ; and the 
channels through which it may approach : even the lan- 
guage of deeds and of looks, as well as of words. 
Example will be included as well as precept. Edu- 
cation very naturally divides itself into two species — 
moral and intellectual, yet the two are so dependant on 
each other, that they cannot be safely separated. It 
would be very dangerous, for example, to trust to a 
bad man the instruction of a child in any branch of 
knowledge, however superior might be his acquaint, 
ance with it. It is also injudicious to make a remark- 
ably ignorant man display his ignorance to a child he 
might be able to lead in all good moral and religious 
ways, both by precept and example. Not only so, but 
the various moral qualities and habits which are ne- 
cessary to the pupil, in whatever branch of learning 
he may be progressing, should if possible be exhibited 
in the conduct of the teacher. A child will not dis- 
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criminate between what he sees and hears, and what 
he is directed to see and hear. A teacher may be 
paid for instructing in arithmetic^ music, or a language; 
but he exhibits feelings, he expresses opinions, he be- 
trays partialities or antipathies on many a different 
subject. The child has eyes and ears formed by nature 
to mark and observe all. Those optics which open 
with an instinctive knowledge of the language of facts 
and deeds, are gifled with a noble, natural indepen- 
dence, which makes them scorn professions of a con- 
tradictory nature made in a deceptive language. Often 
does the incautious parent fall under this censure in 
the eye of a child whose discrimination he discredits, 
but which, infantile as it is, sees his inconsistences 
clearly. 

And if parents thus sometimes educate their darling , 
offspring to a practical disregard of the principles of 
truth and right, what evil lessons may they not receive, 
from observing the conduct of the vicious and corrupt, 
to whose influence the children of the poor are oflen 
greatly exposed ! In a moral and religious point of view, 
therefore. Infant Schools must prove of inestimable 
benefit to that class. Without them many of the 
little wretched ones would never have either a good 
precept or a virtuous example presented to them, from 
one year's end to another. On the contrary, they 
would be regularly trained to sin and crime. 

On every account, therefore, the Infant School is 
an object worthy of the highest attention to the intelli. 
gent traveller ; for in some way or other its principle^ 
maybe beneficially applied to every branch of educa. 
tion, private and public. 
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lathe United States we have specimens of educa- 
tion in all degrees, from the universal, the alUpervad* 
ing system of Connecticut, to the want of system and 
want of means observed in our most distant and 
ignorant new settlements. In the state just mentioned,, 
the first habitations were erected in 1634, and in a few 
years a law made it the duty of town officers to visit 
every family frequently, and fine parents and guardians 
who should be found neglecting the instructi(m of their 
children and wards. The state is now divided into 
school districts, in each of which a free school is kept, 
and the whole of the expense is defrayed from the 
interest of the school fund, which amounts to nearly 
two millions. The same spirit is found to have dicta- 
ted the early institutions of the other New-England 
states, the infiuence of which has long been prover- 
bial, and which have been justly regarded a necessary 
material in the foundation of the enterprise and flourish-- 
ing condition of that part of the country. In Rhode - 
Island, the want of a general syst^m of education 
has been deeply felt, and long been made the theme 
of reproach, which there is now reason to believe will 
soon be wiped away. New. York, althou^ not enjoy- 
ing the same advantages in institutions early establi^- 
ed, and in a population of the most favorable kind, 

m 

has distinguished herself in her recent and devoted 
attachment to the cause of useful knowledge, and 
done, perhaps, what no other state could have been 
expected to do in her situation. In New-England 
education will ever be adhered to with the pertinacky 
of a rooted but honest prejudice : in New- York it ha«. 
been adopted from a reasonable regard to its benefits^ 
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and from a liberal sacrifice of old habits. A rivalr}' 
seems to be arising between different states, to obtain 
and secure power and importance of an intellectual 
nature ; and this is one of the most gratifying views in 
which the legislation of our union can be examined. 
Here is an epitome of the world, to some extent: 
* and the contest between knowledge and ignorance is 
going on, at its different stages, on a number of arenas 
almost as large as the number of the states. The 
facilities which aid the progress of knowledge in some 
parts of the country, and the various obstacles it has to 
encounter in others, offer us instructive subjects for 
reflection ; and the study of them would not be made 
at a waste of time. 

Comparing the east and the south, we see the value 
of a compact village population, above that of the 
plantation system ; and the ease with which a good plan 
might be set into operation among a people prepared 
for it by an orderly and moral state of society ; while 
we perceive the difficulties and discouragements which 
must follow the application of our system to the south, 
em regions of the Union. If experiments are fairly 
to be made, they ought to be made at the east ; and it 
is to attract the attention of good and judicious people 
to what may be done, that I am making the present 
remarks. The state of Connecticut, as before ob-. 
served, has the best plan for general education in 
operation. If free schools for all classes are any 
where to be established, they ought to be established 
•n some similar one. I now speak only in reference 
(o the division of the territory into small districts, sup- , 
plying them with schools in the reach of all, and 
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allowing every child access. The soa of the merest 
vagabond may there find admission. If he has no 
other shelter to resort to, he has a right to a seat in 
the place of instruction, guaranteed him by law, and 
a legal claim on the same words of instruction that 
others derive from the lips of the teacher. My wish 
is, that these advantages should be greater ; and in a 
few words it might be shown where and what improve- 
ments are necessary. 

Yet With all the excellency of its intention and the 
universality of the plan, the effects which ought to be 
produced by this system are limited within narrow 
bounds. Every child is instructed, but the share of 
each is small. The plan on which the schools are 
conducted is founded on the erroneous, tardy and 
inefficient principles before mentioned. And it hap- 
pens as a peculiar misfortune, that in that state where 
the organization appears at first view* to be the most 
complete, there is an absence of a general controlling 
power. The state has never assumed the authority of 
directing the plan of instruction, which has been exer- 
cised by the individual towns. No plan for improve- 
ment therefcnre in the general system of school instruc- 
tion in Connecticut is supposed to be in the power 
of their legislature. Persons ignorant of a better 
system, or satisfied with the old one, must be 
convinced in great numbers and probably by a slow 
process, before the towns would yield up what some 
of them regard as their proper right. It is not always 
an easy task to convince an individual that a new plan 
should be adopted ; and the number is quite formidable 
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of those who have to be penuaded before they will 
concur. 

We may therefore probably see a general reforma- 
tion ' first <^ommenced in other states ; and if onr 
legislatures appreciated the importance of the subject, 
there would be a strong rivalry among them for the 
honor of leading the way in so enlightened and ad- 
vantageous a course. Under a general view, educa- 
tion presents a source of prime and acknowledged 
importance still in its infancy, though in the. midst of 
a people who owe to it more than any other : without 
which political institutions like those we enjoy can no 
where exist unless in name, and but for which we 
could not possess for two generations. The objects 
of education are in general defined, and its effects 
appreciated so far as they are seen ; but the system, 
with all its extent and benefits, moves with antiquated 
and incompetent machinery. The ingenuity of our 
countrymen has conversed with every branch of art, 
but on this great science it has not distinguished 
itself. In investigating its true principles, no combined 
plan has been produced and no practical hand has 
been extended to arrange or to put them in operation. 
And this remark may be extended to the whole world. 
There are countless multitudes who are interested in 
the subject; but teachers and l^mers are like a 
group of blind men, who can go only as far as they 
are led. Whoever would write the history of this 
science, must confine himself to solitary exertions 
made by individuals — repeated inventions, wasted on 
the first stages of the subject. Teachers and parents, 
firom time unmemorial, have exhausted their ingenuity 
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on the mere alphabet of the science ; and their disco- 
veries, being unrecorded, have all in turn been disused 
and required to be rediscovered by their successors. 
The points arrived at by some, have no doubt been 
important ; but they have perished almost as soOn as 
ascertained. Hiere is no depository for useful inven- 
tions in this important branch ; the models decay, and 
the principles are forgotten. 

There is one plant in the world, the proper culture 
of which is no where understood ; and it is that which 
is known to be of longest life, and noblest qualities ; 
capable of attaining greater perfection and of being 
raised to higher perfections than any other ; liable to 
suffer more from neglect and able more richly to repay 
the care of the cultivator ; indigenous in all climates, 
able to endure every variety of situation, soil and sky. 
This plant of celestial origin and immortal destiny, 
destined to flourish side by side with the amaranth, 
where does it enjoy an estimation corresponding with 
its exalted nature ? How oflen do we see it despised 
and neglected ! The learned, the ingenious, the great 
in what is called science, devote their attention even 
to the most insignificant ai)d useless plants, train them 
with care and assiduity, and study out their habits and 
peculiarities ; and with how meagre a reward of a few 
insipid facts do they content themselves for their toil ! 
How lamentable a comment this on their own early 
education ! 



It is as yet too early to obtain many long or satis- 
factory anecdotes concerning Infant Schools, except 
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such as die teachers or the founders might relate, con- 
ceming the character of some of the pupils, or the 
abodes of poverty from which they have proceeded, 
showing the inheritance of wretchedness, ignorance, 
and vice to which they were bom legitimate heirs : 
but they cannot yet present an individual's mind on 
whom this noble system of early culture has been 
fully tried, lay before us each quality of the heart, 
every faculty of the soul which has felt its invigorat- 
ing influence, and show how different would have been 
the result but for such an interference. Much less 
can they look forward so far as to predict, what a bear- 
ing it may hereafter have on the intellectual and moral 
condition of the country, or even of a single indivi- 
dual. One who has witnessed the operation of the 
system, even in a single instance, must, it would seem., 
inevitably fall into reflections of a very interesting 
nature. He will see that a machine has been applied 
to the infantile mind, the efiect of which he can per- 
ceive to some extent, without having ever felt it in his 
own case.^ That it must be vast, he has the sagacity 
to anticipate : but to limit or describe it he dares not, 
restricted and crippled as are his powers under the 
tutelage of an imperfect, and in some respects a 
vicious system. 

Without entering into one of the numerous fan- 
cies in which an enthusiastic imagination might be 
tempted to indulge on the consideraticm of this system, 
it may not be entirely uninteresting, to give a short 
account of the progress of one little child in the brief 
career he has thus far had an opportunity to pursue 
in one of our Infant Schools. He was bom to such 
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poverty, that after some weeks had been spent in pre- 
paration by his mother, the best suit she could find to 
array him in was so poor, that it would have debarred 
his entrance almost any where else. He surveyed 
the apartment, the teachers, the pupils and the appara-^ 
tus with mingled apprehension, hope, and doubt. Up 
to that moment of his life, as it would appear, no one 
had ever taken the pains to instruct him in any thing 
useful : his parents, like many of the poor, and not a 
few of the rich, appeared to have exerted themselves 
to control him only so far as was convenient ; he had 
been a close though silent observer of the degraded 
manners and vicious practices which are continually 
passing before the eyes in many of the narrow and 
crowded streets of the city, and was learning to 
semble, after the example of those around him, 
and even that of his parents, who would persuade 
him with false promises, or tertify him with bugbears, 
as best suited their temporary convenience. He had 
heard of the criminality of falsehood, but he had 
seen it resorted to by his best friends, as the means 
of securing their own interests. Those around 
him had sometimes spoken of duty and religion, of 
death, a future world, and perhaps a saviour : but 
none had ever appeared to think these mighty subjects 
#f importance to him, or within the compass of his 
understanding. His curiosity had oflen been awaken- 
ed about things which he knew existed, by some of • 
those evidences which lead even children's thoughts 
to consider unseen objects ; his heart had been im- 
pressed with the importance of truths of which he 
would fain have learned something ; and all this at a 
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period of life when perchance he could not have 
framed a question aright concerning the subject he 
would have pried into. .There had been none to an- 
ticipate these natural longings of the mind, there was 
none who appreciated its tendency or its capacity ; 
and he had begun to sink into that listlessness and 
torpor of the intellect, which necessarily seizes on a 
mind thus early discouraged in its attempts to pro- 
ceed, and barred out from every avenue to know- 
ledge. 

How many lovely children are there in suqh a 
lamentable condition on all sides of us ! How many 
are there, (let the rich and the learned as well as the 
poor and the ignorant, ask themselves the question,) 
who seek in vain that support and nurture for their 
youthful minds which they require, and which it is so 
unparental as well as irreparably injurious to with- 
hold :— even among that class of our countrymen 
who enjoy every facility for training up their children 
in the way they should go, and who fancy they do 
almost a work of supererogation when they condescend 
occasionally to inquire into the progress of their chil- 
dren, of their tutors ; how many are there who de- 
vote not one-half the attention or money to their early 
instruction, which they bestow in consulting their 
vanity in dress or their whims in eating. But it is in 
vain to waste lamentations on what is as little likely to 
be amended in the education of young children, as 
any of the great and fundamental errors and abuses 
which prevail in the whole plan of what is termed the 
fashionable bringing up of their elders. To the eye 
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of a human observer, ignorant of what was in prepa- 
ration for little helpless beings lik« him, this boy would 
have appeared destined to that ignorance of moral, 
intellectual and religious truths, by which as a stan- 
dard so many of us are ready to measure the conduct 
of the. des[Hsed and neglected poor. But Providence, 
for him, as for not a few like him, had richer gifts in 
store. When I entered that abode of peace, harmony, 
knowledge, and happiness — the Infant School, he, in 
his little coarse suit, stood on the elevated stage to 
which his merits and application had promoted him ; 
his meek but intelligent eyes cast on the groimd, his 
little hands clasped in decoium, and his humble lips 
beginning to repeat the h3mm which had been assign- 
ed for morning worship. More than two hundred 
little ones, whom the same charity had sought out; in 
abodes almost as miserable as that in which she had 
found him, stood in similar attitudes around the n)om ; 
while one of their number, who surpassed in intelli. 
gence all but the humble hero of this humble story, 
from a station of secondary distinction caught from 
his lips the solemn words he had uttered, and then 
joined with his musical voice in the peal of infantile 
harmony which, the next moment, resounded from all 
sides. In all the lessons, he was leader of two hun- 
dred. 

Thus far has one individual proceeded in this new 
course of instruction ; and in the mean time hundreds 
of others have not been idle. Every closing day maiks 
the progressive improvement of many a little mind in 
useful knowledge, which, by an increasing ratio, may 
in time proceed beyond the bound that even its in. 
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structors would fix. And all this is doing, let the 
fond and fashionable mother remember, while the 
nurselings of her flock are perhaps lefl in that state of 
ignorance, to which many a promising child is con* 
demned, through a total misconception, or a criminal 
despite of those capacities with which it has been en- 
dowed by the hand of its Creator. 
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THE WHITE MOUNTAINS. 



The view from the little inn at Conway, embraces 
the first, and probably the last general display of all 
the vast features of the White Mountains, which will 
be presented to the traveller approaching them from 
the south. Here he seems to have reached the gates 
of a vast avenue, bounded on either hand by moun- 
tains of great elevation, and terminating in a region 
where the pale blue peaks penetrate the clouds, and 
sometimes bear them on their breasts, showing that 
nature has there concentrated all the magnificence 
and subhmity of this district. Sometimes those dis- </ 
tant and pre-eminent summits stand out clear of the 
mists and vapours ; but as they are in a region rarely 
free from clouds, it is but seldom that they are dis- 
tinctly vinible. 

The seasons present different phenomena on their 
sides and pinnacles. The snows by which they are 
invested during eight or nine months of the year, as- 
sume various degrees of light and shadow, from the 
different directions in which they are struck by tho 
beams of the sun ; and the dazzling rays which they 
sometimes pour back in reflection, seem as if they 
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had been rejected from a surface of polished steel. — 
To the eye of a novice, however, the most singular 
and unaccountable appearance is sometimes perceiv. 
ed, when the greater part of the mountains are di- 
vested of the snow, and only a mass or two remain 
to reflect the light of the sun. This dazzling glare 
is then rendered doubly striking by the contrast of the 
colour of the mountains ; and the stranger oflen seeks 
in vain to Mcount for so singular a phenomenon. No 
one, it may be boldly affirmed, unacquainted with 
similar scenes, would be prepared for so brillant a 
reflection from a body of snow at so great a distance ; 
and when a light cloud intervenes, as is often the case, 
with a veil just sufficient to hide the mountain, while 
the gleam is distinctly perceptible, from its undefined 
form, and its apparent independence of every terres- 
trial thing, it seems almost like a supernatiiral light. 

It is not until the traveller beholds a general vie\^' 
of the mountains, like that presented from this spot, 
that lie can fully appreciate the magnificent character 
of the region he is now entering ; and but for the ad- 
vantage of seeing such a display, a great part of the 
pleasure of the excursion would to many persons be 
lost. From this spot onward, objects are to be scruti- 
y ^ nized in detail ; and as each mountain can be jreferred 
to its appropriate place, while the memory of this 
sight is preserved, and eadhi be regarded according 
to its comparative importance in the general scale, 
what is seen will be constantly reminding us of what 
is unseen, which must necessarily be the greater part 
of the whole. 
The Saco River, which flows in a graceful course 
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through the level valley that forms the foreground of 
this scene, may be imagined to have come, as it in 
fact does come, from that high and remarkable sum- 
mit to which our sight almost fails to reach — Mount 
Washington ; and it may be conjectured what romantic 
regions, what shady valleys, what retired caverns, 
what headlong precipices it has visited in its passage. 
Within the distance it has traversed, smooth and un- 
disturbed as it here appears, it has made a descent of 
perhaps four thousand feet ; and as the traveller pur- 
sues the rough road which sagaciously threads out its 
devious course, like a wily serpent, through the long 
passes of the mountains, he will have frequent cause 
to admire its numerous rapids and waterfalls. 

In different parts of this widely extended plain be- 
fore us, are however to be seen piles of timber and 
heaps of sand and stones, thrown up by the stream 
during an extraordinary inundation which occurred in 
the White Mountains in the month of August, 1826. 
The marks of this flood are still to be seen in a great 
many places, and some are of such a nature that 
nothing less than a similar exertion of ^e elements 
can ever obliterate them. A great portion of this 
level ViSL9 for' a time overflown ; and the immense 
loads of uprooted trees and shattered branches which 
were thrown into the stream by the ruin of the 
forests above, were borne down and deposited here, 
in situations far from its present course, and at an 
elevation which it would seem impossible it should ever 
have reached. The stream of the Saco, seen in 
its ordinary state during the summer months, strikes 
us as it might to see a giant in the decrepitude of^ ex- 
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treme old age, when we reflect with astonishment, and 
almost with incrednlity, on the height to which it once 
attained, and witness the proofs of the ejctraordinar}-^ 
power it once exerted. 

These are the first marks of that great catastrophe 
the traveller observes in coming from the south, 
although they are visible many miles towards die 
east, for here he first meets the Saco. As he proceeds 
he will find them muHipHed and magnified, till his 
admiration at the scenes of ruin in his path will ex- 
ceed all bounds. 

The first explorers of one of the rivers of South 
Ajiierica, if I recollect aright, were shocked at the 
sight of its waters, which flowed to the coast dyed, by 
certain plants upon its margin, with the redness of 
blood; and with mingled feelings of curiosity and 
pain, traced out its course with the expectation of ar- 
riving at some recent field of battle. Thus as wc 
proceed up the valley of the Saco, amidst the solitudes 
through which it flows, though objects of beauty 
abound, and many -a Uttle woodland scene opens upon 
us to captivate the eye, we are impressed by these 
marks of destruction with aa awful idea of the wreck 
we axe soon to witness. But in this case these is no 
agreeable surprise to await us, for the impressions be- 
came more powerful at every turn, till we find our- 
selves in the desolation of what was created desolate, 
and the rude commingling of vast objects, which were 
before awful for size, and ranged without form or or- 
der. And the nearer we approach to the centre of 
devastatien, the more do we yield ourselves up to the 



THE WHITfi MOUnfTAIlCS. 6S 

feelings of astonisfament which the scene so naturally 
inspires. 

When we meet, in a mountainous country, with 
those contrasts of beauty and wildness, gentleness and 
sublimity, which such regions generally present: the 
majesty and awfulness of the wide forest, the naked 
summit, the prone rode, and the overhanging preci- 
pice, make us the more admire and eiyoy the rich 
▼alleys at their feet, and the calmness and coolness of 
the streams which water them. The feelings of subli- 
mity become painful, ailer they have been long excited ^ 
by the view of vast magnitudes, and useless extensions 
of height, depth, or level surface ; but they are often 
relieved by our recurring to milder, calmer, and 
more encouraging objects, with which we generally 
find them intermingling. The comforts of a cottage, 
<the pleasant aspect of a river's margin, the green nib- 
bled turf under the shade of a grove, altei'nately ad. 
minister to us a calm which alleviates the painful 
exertion we make in contemplating things too great 
for our powers. But when all gentler features are re- 
moved &cm the scene, it produces feelings that we i/^ 
should not choose to experience for a long time, at 
least without some intermission. 

The Notch House, as it is pc^ularly called, has 
ever been one of the spots most agreeable to the re- 
collection of a traveller through the White Mountains, 
as the only shelter afforded within a distance of six- 
teen miles, as the only place where the hand of cul- 
tivation and the works of man presented a gentle and 
tranquiliaang contrast to the vast and sublime objects ^ 
of nature. This building, which many a weary and 



64 TttE WHITE MOUNTAINS. 

many an almost perishing traveller has welcomed with 
joy — situated in the midst of a little plain, highly ver- 
dant in the warmer season, enclosed by lofty mountains, 
most of them wooded to their summits, shut out from 
every violent wind, and exposed at mid-day to the full 
heat of the sun ; this little valley may be remem- 
bered by those who have passed it only at such pe- 
riods, like those imaginary retreats in tropical coun. 
tries, the beauties of which have been described in 
glowing language. Far other, however, has been its 
aspect to most of those acquainted with these regions. 
At no great distance from the house, a rising ground 
brings to the mind the melancholy fate of a young wo- 
man,who here terminated an enterprise to which she was 
incited by an ardent and faithful attachment to her dis- 
tant lover ; and every one who passes the place while 
the mountains are invested with snow, realizes that h» 
also might be exposed to certain death but for the re- 
lief provided in this hospitable retreat. Being ap- 
plied to the same humane purpose as the solitary mo- 
nasteries and stranger's houses on the Alps, the Andes, 
&c. it excites similar feelings in the traveller who 
seeks its aid, in the dreary months of the long winter, 
when nature presents only an aspect fierce and relent- 
less to man. He feels that he is to contest for Hfe, 
gainst the blast that would freeze the blood in his 
veins, as it has covered the mountains with snow and 
the valleys with ice, and whose power seems illimit- 
able. The following is from the notes of a traveller : 

''The recollections I entertain of that spot are at 
once delightful and terrific, as a change of the atmos- 
phere presented the objects around under two dififr- 
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ent aspects. After a slow passage tibrough the gorge 
of the mountain, during which, being alone, I stop- 
ped more frequently to admire, and I spent more 
time than I was then* sensible of, this beautiful valley 
unexpectedly opened to view, with its smooth plain, once 
cultivated and not at first discovered to be neglected, 
with the : venerable old hcRise standing near the road. 
My horse, jny only companion, was soon placed in 
the bam, the. emptiness of which I remarked with- 
out conjecturing the cause ; and it was not until I 
stepped into the door, and heard a swallow fly over my 
head, that I imagined myself to be still alone. The 
rooms were empty : no furniture was to be seen, ex- 
cepting one or two large bedsteads, where weary 
travellers had doubtless found welcome repose. The 
great fireplace was cold, and a late rain had sent many 
a drop down the chimney. But where they had fallen 
lay a heap of ashes and a half-bumt log of great size, 
the fire from which had added to the dingy color 
of the walls, and probably supplied some party of 
travellers, long since scattered, with comfort and 
cheerfulness for a winter evening. The windows 
which the hail storm had probably gradually deprived 
of glass, had been partly closed by boards rudely nailed 
over the vacant cashes ; so that the light which was 
but imperfectly admitted, impressed me with the idea 
that the day was far spent. As I proceeded from room 
to room, the darkness seemed to increase ; and as I 
knew that it was not past noon, I went to the door to 
satisfy m3nself whether my eyes had deceived me. But 
I found the whole valley deeply shaded by a cloud, 
which had concealed the sun almost as soon as it had 



66 THE WHITE MOUNTAINS. 

come over the mountain ; and a few trees on the upper 
peaks were the only objects on which the light now 
fell. The darkness spread around was as deep as that 
of approaching evening, and the bright spots above 
might have been taken for those of sunset ; but the 
general aspect of things was of a more sorrowful and 
portentous nature. A sudden roar, apparently at no 
great distance, attracted my attention to the tops of the 
mountain behind me, which, like that rising opposite, 
was covered with a thick vestment of forest trees, 
from the base to the summit. The upper region 
was wrapped in the dense cloud, through which nothing 
was visible ; and just in the advance of it the tops of 
the trees were violently waving to and fro, as if pressed 
by an irresistible tempest. Some of the branches 
seemed to separate from their trunks ; but the cloud 
moved so rapidly down towards me and followed so 
hard upon the blast that preceded it, that it was im- 
possible to ascertain any of its effects. Indeed the 
approach was so fast, and the roaring became so much 
louder, that I began to question whether the old Jiouse 
would be safe in such a tempest. In an another instant, 
a loud rattling on the roof persuaded me that hail 
stones were falling ; and the long blades of grass and 
the large leaves of plants began to drop here and there. 
I stepped to the bam, half resolved to lead my horse 
into the open air, and there encounter the storm un- 
sheltered, rather than incur the risk of more serious 
injury ; and half compassionating my faithful animal, 
which, I had no doubt, felt as much the want of a com- 
panion as myself. I found him in a great alarm, start- 
ing at the redoubled noise now caused by the fall of a 
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severe shower, and endeavortng to obtain his freedom 
by force ; and no small exertions were necessary to 
quiet his fears, and to control him so far as to enable 
me to look at leisure on the scene around. 

" The gust had passed rapidly by, closely followed by 
the large drops of rain, which seemed to prostrate 
every blade of grass they touched, and were dashed 
with such violence upon the ground, that they threw 
up a thin mist of spray. In a moment every thing 
was hidden from view, and we were in the midst of a 
shower which might remind a traveller of those so 
common in the Gulf Stream. The landscape however 
soon began to appear on all sides, as the cloud passed 
rapidly by ; and just as the sun began again to shine 
around, the roar of the gust once more attracted 
my attention, raving among the forests which clothed 
the side of the mountain that impended over the oppo- 
site side of the valley, and involving them in turn in 
shade and confusion. The wind tore off the long 
pendants of moss, which hung on the boughs of the 
venerable old hemlocks, like mourning weeds displayed 
for the ages they had seen depart ; and the slender 
poplars shrunk at its approach, and tossed their white 
arms in vain. 

" Before we were again on the way, the storm had 
passed beyond the view; and when I stopped on 
the rising ground where, the road re-enters the forest, 
the whole valley was of the same bright green as 
before, and the trees that invested the mountains on 
either hand were as calm as if no such scene of tumult 
had ever visited that lonely retreat. But a tremen- 
dous catastrophe has since occurred. The house has 
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been inhabited^ but is now more^ desolate thajQ ever. 
The family who had their home there in 1^6, warned 
by one or two avalanches, caused, as is supposed, by 
the drought of two seasons foUowedhy drenching raina, 
had prepared a little retreat at a short distance ; and 
alarmed by a tremendous sound (me ni§^, left their 
beds, and were probably makmg their wi^ for it in 
the dark, when they found a watery- grave." The 
public are acquainted with many of the circumslances 
of this event. No person waa left alive to tell.the taku 
When the sun arose the next day» it witnessed akme 
the effects of the storm. The Saeo had risen to with* 
in a short distance of the house ; on the <Kther side 
two avalanches had come down, in the direction of the 
shower above described : and one proceeding with 
its awful crash and tremendous chaotic roar, towards 
the dwelling, being turned a little to the south, preba* 
bly by a slight irregularity of the ground, had.rolkd 
some of its rocks and trunks of trees to within three 
feet of the walls, and stopped without producing any 
injury. The other had taken the garden and the 
barn in its track ; and but a vestige of them was to 
be found. The hut which the inhabitants had pre- 
pared, would have afiorded no refuge. Though the 
spot was chosen as the safest, it was merged beneath 
the lake thatiiad risen in a few moments and covered 
the valley, while some of the domestic animals, by 
retreating from the barn, had found safety near the 
house. All the calculations of prudence seem to have 
been set at nought in this war of the elements, as all 
human power and exertions would have appeared 
contemptible if they could have been brought to resist 
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it, and as the feelings of man are put to their stretch 
by the contemplation of the effects. Such a mass of 
ruin strews the valley, and so incredible has been the 
dilapidation of the mountains, that we are at a loss to 
conjecture what number of ages could ever restore 
the scene to its former appearance, while we despair 
to communicate by a description any idea of its pre- 
sent condition. From the spot whence the traveller 
looked back, to admire the green meadow below, 
and the crowds of forest trees which invested the 
mountains, unbroken except here and there by a few 
gray rocks, the avalanches I have mentioned are all 
visible, each of them a course which no human power 
could have resisted, and before which the pyramids of 
Egypt might have have been shaken if not swept 
away. Not only this, but about one hundred other 
avalanches have channelled the mountains on either 
hand, scraping off every tree from their summits and 
their sides, and tearing away the soil to the rocks 
which it had covered since the creation, leaving cheer- 
less ridges of impenetrable granite exposed, on which 
scarcely a green blade or leaf is to be discovered ; 
while the timber and the earth that have thus been 
removed, lie in a chaos over the plain, or are scattered 
for twenty or thirty miles below, along the course of 
the Saco. The annexed lithographic print will give a 
correct idea of the singular appearance of the ava- 
lanches of that mountain up which the shower 
ascended ; as it is from a drawing made by a 
gentleman distinguished for his taste and accu- 
racy, who visited the spot a few months after the 

7 
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catastrophe. The observer stcuads among the avalau- 
ches which fell behind the Notch House. 

The mists which rise from moist places, and assume 
such a variety of form and appearance, are among 
the most striking accompaniments of the scenery of 
the , White Mountains. It may be lefl for the invest!- 
gation of the curious and scientific, to discover by 
what causes they are often made to appear in a spot 
which the moment before has been observed or visited 
by the traveller, in the enjoyment of pure air and 
sunshine : and to ascertain why the atmosphere is 
affected by the changeable and freakish currents by 
which the vapors are moved, now up, now strait for- 
ward, now quickly, now slowly ; and by what varia. 
tions of temperature they are so suddenly thickened, 
divided and dissolved. The traveller seeks in vain to 
account for those phenomena, on any of the ordinary 
principles by which mists are regulated in other 
situations ; and his mind is not more baffled in attempts 
to ascertain the causes, than are his steps in avoiding, 
or his eyes in pursuing them. His attention he will 
of^n find aroused, his curiosity excited ; and probably 
feelings of solemnity, if not almost of superstition, 
will croud upon him, as he sees his path suddenly hid- 
den in a mist, as dense as that which Venus threw 
around iEheas at Carthage, and finds himself involved 
in a shade which his eyes cannot penetrate ; or is 
startled by a shadow passing over neighboring objects, 
and observes what seems a moody figure, shrouded 
in white, with face averted and bowed head ; moving 
silently and solemnly up the side of a mountain-— or a 
column of heavy form rising perpendicularly to 
a great height, and suddenly dissipated into nothing. 
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In these solitudes such sights are of daily, if not 
hourly occurrence ; and among the immense propor- 
tions of the works of nature, it is impossible to judge 
accurately of sizes and distances. Many of Ossian's 
images are here illustrated ; and one cannot fully ap- 
preciate their appropriateness, or admire their beauty, 
who has not witnessed similar scenes. 

I have admired, every traveller has admired, the 
glimpse down the vale of the Saco, where it was first 
caught from the road — ^not always from the same 
place, for a cluster of hemlocks, or a single ash, 
might obscure it from one at a spot where another, 
perhaps his right-hand companion, would rein up his 
horse and clasp his hands in astonishment. Even a 
branch of a tree, a leaf, or a solitary blossom of the 
dog-wood, might be interposed for one season, or by 
a momentary blast of wind, and the stranger go on 
without penetrating beyond the thicket. But where- 
ever they saw it, the rudest passengers — the wildest 
mountaineers themselves used to admire it, and carry 
away the recollection of one beautiful scene, in a 
memory oppressed by objects of vast and solemn 
majesty. Strangers who have passed ut night-fall, 
even those who have urged onwards with anxious 
eyes and solicitous hearts, to reach the shelter of the 
Notch House, may remember some of these little 
glimpses with pleasure ; and descriptions have been 
given of them long afler, as episodes to tales recount- 
ing the dangers and horrors of the predominating 
scenery. The course of a crystal stream is de- 
lightful, when lately sprung from its pure source 
among the clouds, pouring through narrow ravines 
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where it winds to the right and left, and receives* 
tribute from ils earliest friends, that comes witl^tinkling 
sounds like ringing coins of unadulterated metal. Sucb 
is the Saco, flowing through the Notch and among 
the little valleys it has itself formed. An occa- 
sional sight like this is in itself beautiful to an eye 
fatigued with measuring rocks, spanning gulis, and 
embracing mountains whole, with a labor far dispro- 
portioned to its powers or its habits. But when to 
these mild beauties of nature, are added the sweet 
aspects that cultivation can give ; and when the 
smooth turf that leads the mower's scythe to the river's 
brink, or the ewe and her lamb to the shore, to nibble 
at one step and sip at the next, we find a new pleasure 
in these more congenial scenes. And where we ob* 
serve the trained and grafted tree, unphined though it 
be ; the enclosure, though it be broken through ; the 
house, even if deserted ; we are pleased to think 
that we are soon to meet with beings, whose feelings 
fasten on objects less severe, and whose exertions are 
ever directed though perhaps on a diminutive scale, 
to soothe the harshness of nature, and pacify the rage 
of what is by creation ungovernable* 

Those objects are now no longer to be found — the 
slight changes man had made on the rude exterior of 
the surface, are no where to be traced. Even the 
milder traits of nature herself have disappeared* 
The feeble voice of man, before seldom audible, and 
of as little account among the vast solitudes, as the 
feeble buz and chirrup of insects, has been sunk in a 
tumult a thoui^and times more awful and stunning; 
than was required to silence so imbecile a creature ;^ 
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too great almost for the caves to endure, or the echoes 
to repeat ; and the result lies around and below us. 

When I passed along these regions in early times, 
the hours I lost and knew not how, were spent in 
measuring the altitudes above, the magnitudes at any 
side, and the depths below- I tried to form ideas of 
their dimensions, by imagining some of the most mag- 
nificent structures I had ever seen upon their tops ; or 
some of those cities which are visited on account of 
their grsmdeur and magnificence, constructed on their 
sides ; and while considering a vast tract of forest, 
which had been burnt over by a fire that left the 
trunks of the trees standing, I estimated how large a 
portion of those thousand acres would remain, if all 
the navies of Europe were represented by hemlocks 
corresponding in number, (though exceeding in size,) 
with their stately masts. ' 

Now, standing on a shelf against the rock where 
the road once ran, and looking down in the gulf far 
beneath, the spectator may begin by reflecting on the 
most gigantic means of injury used by man, and com- 
paring them with what he sees. Here is a rock 
rounded like a cannon shot — see what a trench it has 
made in the earth, where it struck with the velocity it 
had acquired in falling from an immense height. — 
There lies a mass of granite, as large as the stone 
balls thrown by Turkish cannon in the Dardanelles, 
one of which is sufficient to sink a frigate, and peiiiaps 
tear a merchantman in two. Yonder lies the rock 
from which it dropped off, like a pebble or a grain of 
sand, if that be compared to the size of a common 
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dwelling for one of our pigmy race ; next it is a palace, 
and yonder a whole city in ruins. 

A long period of unusual drought, succeeded by 
several weeks of continued rain, is supposed to have 
prepared for the terrible catastrophe, by destroying 
or enfeebling the roots of the trees, loosening the 
earth in some places, undermining rocks in others, 
saturating the loose soil with water, and making the sub* 
terranean caverns repositories of an immense hydros- 
tatic power. Such had been the nature of the season ; 
and, while the country was in that condition, the sud- 
den bursting of a tremendous deluge from the clouds, 
sufficient almost to crush to the ground every tree on 
which it fell, could not have failed to produce exten- 
sive results. But it must be acknowledged that the 
effects, when viewed on the spot, appear to have been 
altogether too universal, and too instantaneous even 
for such causes. Whatever they may have been 
owing to, however, these effects are such that man 
must as long labour to surmount them as to explain 
the way in which they have been produced. 

There was a little stream that poured in a long cur- 
rent down the steep side of a mountain, and rushing 
by among broken rocks, passed tumultuously beneath 
my feet, at a place where the road had been construct- 
ed, with long and persevering industry, across its 
wild and precipitate course. I was struck with de- 
light at the first glimpse of the scene, and broke into 
expressions of new surprise and pleasure, as I traced 
its gleams far up above me. It washed the feet of a 
thousand venerable and gigantic trees ; while, along 
the little grassy margin below, the annual flowers that 
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could endure the climate, presented their little blos- 
soms every season, although they could have expe- 
rienced only weeks of sunshine for months of snow. 
By the chance of some gust, they had been planted in 
one of the most genial little spots in the mountains ; 
and there seemed to have taken up their abode in con- 
tentment, like the innocent and secluded family, which 
last taught the valley to repeat the praise of the Al- 
mighty. And how like theirs is the fate they have 
since endured! Many a traveller will remember with 
pleasure this beautiful spot ; but who can draw or 
even describe the richness of the cascade in its upper 
regions, where, in a stronger light, it seemed like the 
dropping of dew from the leaves over head, or the 
distilling of a pure balsam from the boughs of an ever^ 
green by which the road was shaded. Perhaps the 
rude memorial I have of it, in a little sketch hastily 
drawn, is the only one now in existence. Ten thou- 
sand tons of massy rock have since swept with ter- 
rific crash along the place where I stood ; and not 
only the bridge and the road, but acres of forest trees, 
along with the earth which supported them, have 
rushed into a gulf on the other side, down which I had 
looked almost with shuddering. ^ 

There was a spot on the Ammonoosuc where I spent 
a few solitary hours in fishing, and which has shared 
largely in the general desolation. The banks of the 
stream were at that time marked by rows of tall 
forest trees, which presented to the eye an avenue, as 
it wandered up the current, to see whence proceeded 
all the uproar and dashing. The shades on either 
hand could hardly liave been more impenetrable if 
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they had been composed of wails of solid stone, in- 
stead of the living vegetation ; and the roof formed 
over head by the arms of the immense trees, would 
not have made a more complicated tracery, if it 
had belonged to the arches of a Gothic edifice. The 
rapid stream Came hurrying through, as if it had just 
escaped from some irksome confinement, and was 
soon to pass by and subside. My horse started, as if 
struck by a musket ball, when he first heard the tu- 
mult ; and I, though less quick of ear, could never 
divest my mind of the impression, that I saw some- 
thing more tumultuous than ordinary. Yet, go when 
you would, hour after hour, year after year, and per- 
haps century after century, (for so did the deeply 
channelled rocks testify,) it was unaltered ; and 
though it appeared always the same, like passing time, 
was making all haste to be gone, and seemed to be 
rushing on for some mysterious object. 

Now, how changed the scene! an overwhelming 
fiood has visited the spot, which drowned the very 
cataract itself. The trees were uprooted, the earth 
deeply wounded in her bosom, even below the depth to 
which the long roots descended ; the rocks were not 
worn away, but removed, and the ruins lie scattered 
and mouldering for miles down the course of the 
stream. The venerable old hemlock, which stood 
dressed in a drapery of moss, the testimony of its 
antiquity, is now gone, and has left no monument of 
itself. 

Thus in wild and moimtainous scenes like those, 
does nature sometimes sternly forbid the approach of 
man. There are regions in all quarters of the world 
which seem designed for eternal solitude ; and so 
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like are they in their great characteristics, that, for 
all the purposes of the traveller, he is as well in the 
White Mountains as in the lower ranges of the Alps or 
the Appennines. The works of nature alone are seen : 
every thing is removed which indicates the artificial 
differences of different countries, and leaves the visi- 
ter to feel like a citizen of the world. The generaliz- 
ing of the term Alpine, therefore, appears peculiarly 
appropriate. Similar elevation renders it so : as the 
human mind, when exalted to a height but seldom at- 
tained, claims a kindred with all who are called great, 
or have been, or shall be. These regions, like the 
wild beasts which inhabit them, recognise not even 
the existence of society ; and while they have never 
heard of the blessings of wise laws, and refined institu- 
tions, such as we boast of in our republic, are also free 
from the oppression of absolute power. Man is ex- 
cluded by the rigors of the climate, and the sterility of 
the soil ; and government and the endearments of 
society go not a step beyond him. When we see the 
torrent's path, and the devastation of the avalanche, 
we regard nature, in her more majestic and awful as- 
pect as the enemy of civilization and humanity. She 
appears, as she does on the ocean, to delight only in 
waste and destruction. But when we reflect again^ 
the broad sheets of untrodden snow that cap or zone 
the mountains above us, appear like emblems of nature's 
purity, who in her most secluded temples, cannot en- 
dure misery or crime ; and from these sjsenes repels 
man and his concerns together. 
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When a visiter to the White Mountains begins to 
get involved among the pecuUar scenery which de- 
notes his approach to those magnificent regions, ever}' 
feature of nature seems to partake of the same gene- 
ral wildness. The rocks overhang, the hills look 
darker, more uncultivated and more inaccessible, the 
music of singing birds gives place to the discordant 
notes of birds of prey, and the streams hurry by in a 
wild and impetuous manner, while the marks of de- 
vastation along their banks show with how rude a hand 
they often brush away the shrubs and flowers, the 
fields, and sometimes the habitations of men. They 
seem to partake of the wild and untameable disposi- 
tion of the savage beasts which drink at their foun- 
tains ; and when the dashing of their boisterous 
waters unexpectedly assails the ear of the traveller, 
he instinctively starts as if a wolf had howled. 

Far up the course of one of those wilaest streams, 
however, and almost immediately on its bank, a family 
not many years since were found to have taken up 
their abode, among whom dwelt a degree of refine- 
ment seldom to be seen in more genial regions, and 
where prevailed a degree of domestic tranquillity and 
happiness which formed a strong moral contrast with 
the unceasing turmoil and lawless violence which 
filled the little valley with loud though inarticulate 
murmurs. Much might the traveller wonder to find 
an oft-read Sh€Lkspeare lying at hand on the sofa 
on which he rested hinoself, and to hear that Scott's 
admirers were not wanting in so retired and solitary a 
region. Such, however is the force of education 
generally diffused among a population well gifted by 
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nature ; and when, in situations like these, intellectual 
refinement is found connected with religious feelings, 
the character of man appears to suffer less in the com- 
parison with what is great and sublime in the inani- 
mate works of creation. The severe atmosphere and 
the sterile soil of a mountainous district, usually de- 
grade the mind as much as they beggar the body in 
other countries ; but in our own, where poverty, hap- 
pily, is not an insurmountable barrier to education, 
and where schools and books are almost as general 
and free as the rain, there are. fewer impediments to 
prevent the poor from some portion of learning, and 
not solitary instances of cultivated minds in the most 
unfavourable situations. 

From individuals of this character the traveller 
may sometimes obtain descriptions of the varying as- 
pects of the earth and the sky in seasons when he 
cannot visit these mountains, and bear away with him 
impressions of scenes which few except the fixed in- 
habitants of such regions ever witness : — the appear- 
ance of those storms which sweep round the cliffs and 
through the almost uninhabitable valleys, the purity 
of the rude surface when covered with a sheet of 
snow, that bears only the track of the deer, the bear, 
the wolf, or the catamount; the roar of the deluge 
which pours through the valleys when the rains fall 
and the sun melts the frost ; the spectacles produced 
by masses of ice broken like the walls of a marble 
prison, borne rapidly down by the roaring streams, or 
heaped in piles upon the land. The aspects of nature 
as seen by them from their humble casements, and 
often by them alone^ are worthy of description, and 
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interesting to the contemplation : the furious storm 
that works its wild will among those immeasurable 
regions of desolation — ^the sunshine, the clouds, the 
moon, the stars, with all their variety of grandeur and 
beauty. 
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A PERSON who has before passed over our principal 
routes, but now resumes his journeying after the inter- 
mission of a few years, will meet with new personages, 
novel modes and strange features, in some of those he 
sees. There are, mingled among our travelling 
groupes, faces embrowned by the sun of the equator, 
by the winds that sweep from the Andes down 
the shores of Peru, by the burning heats of the Spanish- 
Maine, (now the coast of Colombia,) and the com- 
plexion of the Mexican, colored with his own gold. 
The man of retirement who has not before come in 
contact with these strangers, is naturally astonished 
at seeing these indications of changes in the condition 
of the southern countries of America, which he hsA 
been but generally informed of. He naturally reflects 
that he has not appreciated as they deserved the 
events which have so fundamentally affected the vital 
interests of millions of his fellow-creatures. He had 
read of the treasure and blood expended during the 
few past years, to liberate them from the oppression 

of a cruel and superstitious monarchy ; but it is not 
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until he sees some of them face to face, and feels them i 
grasp his hand, that he begins to think the purchase 
has been cheaply effected ; nor until he has compared 
himself with them — ^mind to mind, heart to heart — 
until he has admired their native genius, contem- 
plated their refinement and taste, and witnessed the 
flow of their ardent feelings, cherished under the tro- 
pical or meridian sun, that he reflects that more bril- 
liant minds and more generous hearts than he had 
imagined, have been released from a despotic thrall 
by the happy result of their struggles for indepen- 
dence. 

With what animation does such a stranger dilate 
upon the beauties of that country he has lefl to visit 
our own ; how does the majesty of our mountains sink 
before his descriptions of the vast Andes, their breasts 
loaded with gold and their summits with snow ; how 
fertile his native valleys, how extensive those plains, 
to which our most favorite scenes serve but as mate- 
rials for amplification ; and how poetical are the 
visions, and yet perhaps how real, which he indulges 
in, when he marks with admiration the success of our 
arts and enterprise, and enumerates the hundreds of 
leagues traversed by his rivers, and the luxuriance 
with which nature has enriched their shores! He 
opens to our view a new world, of which our best 
geographers and historians, our naturalists and philo- 
sophers, are profoundly ignorant, even in their appro- 
priate departments ; and while with South American 
animation, and more than what is commonly supposed 
to be South American refinement, he sketches to us 
the varying situation, climate, and productions of hill; 
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Vale and mountain, whose melodious names are new 
to our ears, and whose delightful situations are un- 
known to our maps, we are disposed to lend full cre- 
dence to what we have h^ard of the talents of the 
extemporaneous poets of our twin continent. He tells 
us of the almost endless courses of those rivers, 
which are able to weary the very steam-paddles by 
which they are destined soon to be familiarly explored; 
the impenetrable forests which line many leagues 
along their banks ; the luxuriant vegetation to which 
they afford support ; the extensive vallies which are 
enclosed by the Andes, at different elevations — some 
scorched by the unmitigated rays of the equatorial 
sun ; some desolated by moving clouds of ravenous 
insects ; some continually menaced by volcanos 
which occasionally pour forth ruin in its most terrible 
forms ; and others traversed by healthful and fertiliz- 
ing streams, elevated to situations where they enjoy 
a temperate climate. He depicts to us the conditions 
and the exigences of a numerous population, con- 
gregated in cities of which we know not even the 
names, surrounded by fruitful fields, and distinguished 
as seats of learning. He tells of individuals whose 
talents have been cherished in some of the few insti- 
tutions, which, in spite of Spanish oppression, grew 
up in those secluded comers of the earth, of men, who, 
holding no communication with the enlightened of 
their . species, except through such books as found 
their way to their retirement, investigated the won- 
ders and beauties of nature inthe magnificent displays 
around them ; and of those who, actuated as if by a spon- 
taneous and independent influence, meditated on the 
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means of confering intellectual and moral blessings 
on their country — and not ' unfreqflently alludes to' 
their tragical end, and the losses which the world has 
suffered through the extinguishing of suoh lights as 
burst out in the darkest placeis^ 

We listen with attention to narrations like these f 
and tlien it is that we feel how important is the change 
which has taken place in the political condition of 
South America ; and realize that liborty has, as it 
were, performed again the part of Columbus, and re- 
discovered that continent to the world. 

To enjoy the society of such an individual on a tour 
of pleasure, is a high gratification. It gives a new 
interest to familiar scenes, and excites in a good de- 
gree those feelings in our hearts which he expresses 
with such warmth. We have the advantage also of 
viewing every thing in a contrast, generally agreeable, 
and always instructiYu* Howi?ver much and however 
justly he may dwell upon the natural beauties of his 
land, he concludes his descriptions of them with high 
commendations of our political and social advantages, 
of which he seems, by a kind of instinct, to appreciate 
the excellences, if he cannot at once penetrate to all 
the causes. In the operation of our political system,, 
our habits, and our moral, literary and religious institu- 
tions, he contemplates the motions <^a vast machine,, 
of which the great results alone he before had wit* 
nessed. He views with admiration the arrangement 
and co-operation of all the parts, being sensible^ from 
the experience of his own countrymen in theit legis^ 
lative councils, that many qualities are essentially 
necessary in the plan, in the construction and even in 
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every material, the want of any one of which might 
impede the motion, and perhaps cause the ruin of the 
whole. He inspects the population, he studies the 
customs and the feelings of the people, he puts to us 
discriminating questions, he is curious to know the 
sources from which these habits have been derived, 
that he may better understand their nature and tenden- 
cy ; as if well aware that the influence which sustains 
one form of government, and the impulse which presses 
forward the people to improvements, are both complex 
in their character and difficult of complete analysis. 
A South American who arrives in this country bring- 
ing the mind and education above supposed, 
becomes immediately possessed of this great idea; 
and when his knowledge of our idiom proves inade- 
quate for the expression of his feelings, he is some- 
times heard pronouncing his eulogiums in the harmo- 
nious and manly tones of his own language. 

His face is not confined to any shade or hue. — It 
presents to us a variety of complexions, some darker, 
some paler, than the sun is wont to dye upon our 
cheeks. In their form and their features there is 
often a smaller proportion, and an expression of feeble- 
ness, as if nature had been struggling for generations 
against the enervating influence of an oppressive 
climate, and against a system of government still 
more oppressive, yet with a degree of success, or at 
least without having entirely yielded. Such an indi- 
vidual I can easily recall to memory. There were th« 
remains of the bold Castilian contour in the face, and 
the sparks of genius among the ashes of a mind cal- 
cined by the long burning furnace of Spanish oppres- 
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sion. The eye was the only feature on which you 
could look without a mixture of compassion. That 
asked no pity. It shone bright as the sun in his climate, 
and sparkled from its deep recess as if the dark, over- 
shadowing brows had protected it, and cherished it into 
more than native fulness and vigor. Like the plants 
that have rooted themselves in the depths of a tropical 
forest, on which the soil and the climate have operated 
with all their energy ; or like the gold vein in the 
mountain caverns, it shone with a richness and 
brilliancy to other regions unknown. Early in the 
first interview, his pallid hue prevented me from oh- 
serving the muscular strength of his frame, which 
was in fact not below our own common standard ; and 
his earnestness gave to his tone and his attitude almost 
an appearance of one who argues for a cause he con- 
siders as already lost. But it was only because his 
subject, which was the liberty of his country, appeared 
to him far too great to be trusted to his energies. On 
the strength of its truth and justice he seemed rather 
to lean, than to offer it any unnecessary^ support ; and 
his manner, warm and animated on inferior topics, 
soon became kindled to enthusiasm. It was not with- 
out deep interest that any one could listen. A thought 
of the dark ages which had just passed over his ances- 
tors, was succeeded by the reflection that his country 
was now revisited by day ; that Providence had 
begun to dispense to them a portion of those political, 
moral, and religious blessings which we have so long 
enjoyed, and which we hold so dear; and that the lot 
of one possessing so fine a mind was not, as in past 
days, to be crushed in the dust, and made to suffer in 
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proportion to its great and varied capacities. And 
how doubly delightful is the thought, when we extend 
our view to that world of gems, and consider that its 
brilliancy is not to be longer confinecf to the pebbles of 
the brook ; that it will soon present treasures of more 
intrinsic value than the gold in its mines ; that in that 
land of pearls, unheard of beauties shall be disclosed, 
when education developes the traits of the female 
character in the hearts of her daughters; that the 
sun, which was formerly worshipped on some of her 
shores, is but an emblem of the civil, intellectual and 
moral light which willsoon overspread her hills and 
valleys ; and that the streams which flow among the 
richest productions that nature afibrds, will be visited 
by science and virtue, even to their highest fountains. 
If we so much rejoice when we hear of some victory 
gained by civilization, on the rocky coasts of the north- 
em seas, and the progress of improvement and happi- 
ness in regions where nature opposes all its obstacles, 
it is reasonable to feel double gratification, when 
natfonal independence introduces refinements of every 
description to a new continent, in which the soil, the 
situation and the seasons combine to concentrate th^ 
advantages of every clime : for the scene is not only 
more extensive, but more prolific ; and if such has 
been its aspect when left waste and a desert, what will 
it become when it shall blossom as the rose ? 
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RELICS OF THE REVOLUTION- 

In puTBuing the principal routes in the northerit 
parts of the United States, the traveller's attention is 
frequently called to places which were rendered inte- 
resting by important events in the American Revolu* 
tion. There are none of these more easy of access, 
and at the same time more worthy of remark on ac- 
acount of its history, than that elevated and com- 
manding range of hills , on the western bank of the 
Hudson, where the choice and powerful army of 
General Burgoyne was defeated by the American 
regular troops and militia, commanded by Greneral 
Gates, in the year 1777. Since the field of Saratoga, 
or, more properly speaking, Bemis's Heights, has be- 
come well known to travellers and readers within a 
few years, it will not be necessary here to give a par- 
ticular description of it. General Wilkinson's Me- 
moirs contain the details of the two important days 
of September 19th and October 7th^ with descrip- 
tions and maps of the ground ; and Mu Silliman's 
account of his observations made on the spot, a few 
years ago, which he gives in his '* Short Tour to Que*, 
bee,", will afford ample information to the visiter^ 
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If the traveller approach the place from the south, 
he pursues the route taken by the American troops, 
who fled southward after evacuating Fort Ticonderoga, 
before the army of General Burgoyne. General 
Schuyler, who commanded the retreat in this direc- 
tion, had thrown every possible impediment in the 
way of the invaders, and by energetic measures had 
prepared to meet the enemy with hopes of success, 
when he was most unreasonably superseded, and 
forced to resign the command to General Gates. The 
fate of the country, which was then menaced, might 
doubtless have been safely entrusted with either. By 
the route on which they had retreated the American 
troops were again led on, till they were stationed on 
the commanding range of Bemis's Heights, to dis- 
pute the road, that naturally lies along the narrow and 
'level meadow extending from their feet to the river's 
bank. 

If, on the contrary, the stranger's approach to the 
field be from the north, he takes the route of Burgoyne 
on his descent and his return ; and when the visiter to 
the field follows the path up the romantic and gloomy 
bank of the Cummingskill, he remembers with what 
difierent feelings the British General pursued the 
same way, before and afler those sanguinary battles 
which decided the fate of his vaunted expedition. 

The print at the head of this chapter is a sketch of 
Smith's little tavern, then Burgoyne's head-quarters, 
since moved a little from its place. The high ground 
in the rear was crowned with batteries, in one of which 
General Frazer was buried. In reviewing the field 
of Saratoga, the character of our revolutionary fore- 
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fathers naturally presents itself to our minds in a forci" 
ble light. Although the appearance of the ground has 
been much changed by the removal of the forest trees, 
which then covered a great part of the heights, the 
form of the surface gives sufficient data to trace the 
most conspicuous scenes in the field of strife ; and 
many a visiter has in later years experienced excited 
feelings, oii passing along the once-shaded course by 
which Morgan led on his riflemen at the beginning of 
the second contest, or trod the narrow space that 
•nee separated the two armies, over which the tumul- 
tuous waves of battle so many times flowed and 
ebbed, between the opposite skirts of the wood, which 
alternately afforded them shelter and a rallying 
place. 

So long as the importance of the victory which was 
then achieved shall be appreciated, will the spot be 
visited with emotions of gratitude to Providence, and 
admiration for our forefathers. That race of men has 
now become few : decimated, over and over again, 
by the ravages of sixty years, their ranks, once so full 
and so, irresistible, have been closed and closed again, 
to supply many a lamented vacancy ; and now pre- 
sent only a few greyheads and feeble frames, sup- 
ported by tottering knees. It would be a subject 
worthy the ambition of our most accomplished wri- 
ters, to portray the character of these old men, as it is 
presented in the different grades of society, on which 
they have shed so much dignity and honor ; to search 
out those who may be found in the retirement of rural 
life, objects of veneration to one generation afler 
another: a sort of living monuments, exalted like 
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columns of andquity, and bearing the inscription of 
many a virtue. 

As they came from the various grades and concerns 
of life to enter the field, and when they sheathed their 
swords returned to the retirement of their homes, they 
are now found in all the useful stations and employ- 
ments which good old men can occupy ; and many a 
humble as well as many an honorable place is filled 
with double credit from their ranks. They are per- 
haps the only soldiers in the world who,' after obtain, 
ing the most signal success, and while holding irresist- 
ible power in their hands, have suffered themselves 
to be disbanded, and cheerfully dispersed to their hoilies 
Without reward, or even pay. They twice gained 
the country's independence by conquest, first from 
their enemies and then from themselves. Strange as 
the fact may appear to an European soldier, the ex- 
planation is perfectly understood here. They were 
themselves the country : the army of the revolution 
was never formed of a distinct body of men — ^the 
troops, the rulers and the subjects had all the same 
interests; their dangers were the same, their hopes 
arose from the same sources ; they were in fact the 
same individuals, only differently arranged and acting 
in different capacities. The war was demanded by 
the people, each of whom knew that he must lend his 
individual exertions, and risk his own property and 
life to carry it on ; and many of them who thus aided 
in casting off the control of a foreign government, 
were afterwards called to assist in devising a new, 
to j[>artake in administering it, and finally to live 
under it as subjects. The only object they declared 
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in taking up anns, was the security of their rights : the 
only signal for them to resign them, was the evidence 
that they were established ; the only ground on which 
they new claim their victories is that those rights are 
effectually secured* 

The men who came to fight for their country in the 
revolution, came like the streams which flow from the 
mountains, when their course is opposed by any ob- 
stacle. They combined all their power to remove the 
obstructions in their way ; and began to subside to 
their former level as soon as they were no longer 
there. However formidable their strength, however 
devastating their course while their force was exerted 
they aflerwards moved along in quietness and peace. 
Wherever they are found they still preserve characte- 
ristics which belong to no other individuals. Their 
youth and manhood were unlike those of any other 
men we ever saw or can see ; and their old age is such 
as will never be presented to the contemplation of our 
descendants. 

The politicians of the present day, perhaps of all 
other personages, might visit some of these old men 
in their retirement with the greatest advantage. In 
their time there was no pecuniary reward to tempt 
men into prominent public posts. Those who look 
only for lucrative ofiices, would have found little temp- 
tation to seek the dangerous distinction of those days. 
Had things remained in that state until now, had the 
ways to distinction been, as at that time, still scattered 
with bullets instead of coins, how many bnUiantialejiia 
might have been lefl in obscurity ! 

^ut how often is the revolutionary soldier passed 
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by, by those who do not appreciate, as a future age 
will do, their services and their characters ! Under 
the slight which they receive from too many of their 
countrymen, however, they appear doubly estimable 
and reverend. There is always much to interest an 
observer among the useful employments in which 
they usually engage as long as their age will permit ; 
and even in the harmless amusements with which they 
are sometimes obliged to beguile those latter days thai 
early privations often mark with infirmity^ The for- 
mer scenes of their lives are ever uppermost in their 
thoughts ; and time, which wears away the remem- 
brance of those less important, seems to give to these 
a greater brightness. No wonder that the memory 
of the old man, tenacious of early scenes even to a 
proverb, should fix on them with interest, while 
we can overrate the trifles which occupy our time 
and attention. One will dwell on the impression 
produced on his youthful mind by the news of 
" the first shedding of blood ;" and traces its influence 
on his subsequent life : it impelled him to Bunker 
Hill, or to the nearest battle-ground he could find, and 
enrolled him, without oath administered or profiered 
pay, among the soldiers of the revolution* One (and 
he has long been called an old oflficer,) speaks with 
enthusiasm of the character of his leader, Montgo- 
mery, and calls him his teacher in the school of true 
honor. Another, a man bom poor and so to die^ will 
give you a heart-rending picture of the carnage at 
Eort Clinton, and the agony of losing that post ; while 
an individual of respectable family, an honorable 
post, and an independent estate, can describe, as he 
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has often described, the haste with which he obeyed the 
summons to its reUef, the anxiety with which he gazed 
for the first sight of the fortress from the opposite 
shore, and the distress which he felt on hearing the 
cheers of the captors. One I could name, who from 
the elevated hill on which his house is placed, can 
point out the courses of the hostile expeditions which 
devastated his village in the Revolution, and recount 
the romantic history of some of the villagers who now 
sleep in quietness in the grave yard, afler all the 
dangers and trials, the captures and exiles they had 
passed through in the border war. Another, who was 
called from a retreat far in the forest by the voice of 
battle, now returns to his favourite scenes in the green 
wood ; and with few early friends above the ground 
but the old oaks and cedars, selects from them some 
curiously bended staff to prop his tottering footsteps. 
In his solitary walks at evening he often recalls the 
cannon's roar, the trumpet's sound, and the feelings of 
his youth. 

There is not one of these, (for I can speak from ob- 
servation,) who does not recover from the stoop of old 
age, when the revolutionary times are spoken of; or 
when you tell them that by the token of their gray 
hairs they ought to know something of the .days when 
the country was rescued from destruction by the hands 
of a few hardy sons. We have never sufficiently 
appreciated their characters ; we have not placed the 
proper stress on those traits in which they differ from 
European soldiers. It is, however, of the highest 
importance that we should be strongly impressed with 
the truth ; for so long as the subject is viewed in its 
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proper light, so far as the spirit and the men of onr 
Revolution are revered as they deserve, so long wilt 
the United States be secure against themselves, which 
sound politicians regard as the greatest source of our 
danger. 

Those who have an opportunity to see an European 
officer and one of our revolutionary period placed 
side by side, and to draw a comparison between their 
characters, will perceive a difference which cannot be 
reconciled, and which it would be almost impossible to 
describe in its full extent. One may be deeply versed 
in the science of war, and may consider himself as a 
sharer in the glories of some of the bloody campaigns 
which it has produced. He will square every thing 
according to his ideas of the honor of an army and 
the rights of a soldier. But he breathes a portion of 
the polluted atmosphere contaminated by standing 
armies. A man of just principles and pure mind 
associates with him only the recollections of the blood 
shed in vain, and worse than in vain, by Austrians 
and Italians, French and Spaniards, Swiss and Swiss 
— ^the devastation of neutral territories and frontier 
villages. He presents the aspect of a savage animal, 
armed by education with all the offensive and deadly 
weapons of art, which, when associated with his herd, 
and allowed undisputed range, has helped to spread 
death and desolation among the human race, and the 
habitations of man, with more rapidity and to a greater 
extent than the most violent tempest, the mightiest vol- 
cano, or the most desolating pestilence. Passions, 
never subjected to the control of humanity, religion^ 
or justice, have stamped on his countenance on ex^ 
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pression where cruelty, brutality, and perfidy can each 
lay claim to a feature. There are glances which 
are not to be found either in the wild wolf or the 
tiger ; for they would have shuddered at scenes which 
he has both witnessed and perpetrated. 

But turn to contemplate the calm and benignant 
countenance of our revolutionary patriarch. There 
you read something of the principles and the motives 
he imbibed among the social circles where he spent 
his childhood ; the feelings which impelled him in the 
scenes of his youth ; and the sentiments of pleasure 
and approbation with which he looks back upon them 
in his old age. 

Time, which tries all things, abundantly proves the 
difference of these characters. While reduced and 
disbanded armies have produced nearly all the dissen- 
tions and calamities which have befallen ancient and 
modern nations, there has been no reason for restrain- 
ing such men as those who filled the ranks in our re- 
volution. Although the peace brought the dissolution 
of their military existence, cut off even the prospect of 
future pay, and gave them little hope of seeing past 
promises fulfilled, there was one thing which they 
found secured by it, and that was the thing of para- 
mount value in their eyes — ^the country's independence. 
This was the only reward which could ever hav^ 
satisfied them ; is was the only object for which they 
had taken up arms, and with that secured, they had 
nothing to lose. Actuated by different motives, they 
obeyed a different impulse from that which would have 
operated upon other troops ; and if we were wise 
enough to appreciate the subject as it deserves, we 
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should make their character a more conspicuous ob" 
ject, when we speak of our national blessings ; we 
should give them more room in the instructions of 
youth, and bring them out in a more prominent view 
for the contemplation of manhood. The recollection 
of the sincerity, the ingenuousness, the public spirit 
and honest, manly uprightness of our forefathers, 
ought to be borne into every department of our soci- 
ety. If our political men were actuated by them, 
how large a portion of our candidates would be re- 
jected with scorn ; how many of the plans of parties 
would fall with force on the heads of their projectors ; 
and how many of their false professions would heap 
double disgrace on those who act in direct opposition 
to their words ! 

An old revolutionary soldier feels indignant at the 
party contentions of the present day ; and it is only 
those of us who are conscious of being also out of 
the atmosphere of office-seekers, who can hear, with 
undisturbed consciences, of the defections which he 
charges upon this degenerate age. He learns of the 
tricks tried for the success of rival candidates, the 
projects for circumventing the checks and precautions 
of the constitution, with which so many of our politi- 
cians endeavour to compass the favourite wishes of 
those whose breath has created them ; but to him they 
appear in their real deformity. Certain it is, that if 
* the voices of our revolutionary old men were as pre- 
valent as they were in more tr3dng times, instead of 
being drowned by the clamours of millions of their 
juniors, they would be as firm and patriotic as ever. 
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and the country would see many different names 
figuring in the list of its governors. 

Is it not something like a reproach to the pre* 
sent age, that persons of this character find them- 
selves obliged to confine their sympathy in past scenes 
entirely to themselves ? The wants of the day, the 
concerns of a new and numerous society, afford us 
so many subjects of contemplation and concern, that 
few, very few, care for the trouble of learning the his- 
tory of our war : as unknown, and as much overlook- 
ed by many, as if it were a matter of no concern to 
ourselves. Indeed, it may be seriously questioned, 
whether some foreign wars are not better and more 
extensively known in the United States, than that 
which gave us being as a nation. Besides, proud of 
the supposed superiority of our country and the age, 
(neither of which, perhaps, has yet been under con- 
summate obligations to ourselves,) are we not ashamed 
to ask instruction of those old, gray -headed men, al- 
though we owe them all we have, and all our country 
possesses ? 

Wo to the poor man who finds himself in a coun- 
try village, or in the seclusion of any society where 
none of his comrades is to be found. Sympathy on 
the subject nearest his soul is denied him : the scenes 
of his youth pass silently and daily in review before 
his mind, but he finds no one to whom he can express 
the sentiments with which they fill him. He may 
recall scenes of which he can speak as an active 
agent ; and light may break in upon him concerning 
the designs of the commander-in-chief in this or that 
inan«iivre which he had to perform ; or the ovcniiliiig 
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hand of Providence in the direction of a campaign, 
may be rendered more evident ; or in his dealings 
with himself, his companions in arms, his company or 
regiment. But the world are busy about other thin^, 
and cannot spare the time or the labour, to listen to 
the plan of the battle, the state of the country, the 
hopes and fears, the dangers and exposures, the suf- 
ferings and the discouragements, which stamped the 
character of the period. For himself, why should 
he better accommodate his feelings to those of 
others, if they cannot, in some degree, share his 
own? 

The Revolutionary old man is thus ranked with an 
isolated society, between the members of whom sub- 
sists a relation, which is not only acknowledged and 
felt by all, but is ever operative as a lively and pre- 
vailing passion : which grows more intense as the num- 
ber of the survivors is diminished, and it is participated 
by a smaller and a smaller band. It is a subject 
worthy of attention, and which might well excite our 
interest, to observe how closely bound they are in the 
bonds of affection and fellowship, of mutual respect 
and esteem — the reverenced relics of an age which can 
never return — ^this society of benefactors, who deserve 
more gratitude than we can ever owe to others, or 
repay to them. There is not one of them who can- 
not name and number all his old brethren in the field 
within his district ; and I should not desire a more 
grateful task, then to bear between them their mes- 
sages of peace and remembrance. They send their 
greetings in a soldier's language, which may sound 
strange to our «ars, but which carries an iodescribable 
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welcome with it, and awakens in their honest hearts 
recollections of more heroic, more active, more in- 
spiriting days. And who would not wish to be pre- 
sent when two of them meet after a long absence, in 
anticipation of another and a speedy interview, which 
will be succeeded by no separation, if we could re- 
cord the expressive eloquence of their language, with 
every motion and every look ? 

Those who never expect to meet in this world, will 
often be found to entertain towards each other feel- 
ings of peculiar force, and of a peculiar character. 
They are not such as can be described : the posses- 
sors rarely attempt to describe them. They are such 
as nothing can produce but circumstances like* those 
in which the individuals were once placed, and in 
persons like themselves. Philosophers could not sa- 
tisfactorily trace out the causes from which they had 
their rise ; and, even if they could, language would 
not be competent to communicate an idea of them. — 
One of these old men will be heard inquiring of the 
traveller if he has any where met with some old com- 
panion in arms : — ** he must be an old man now, if 
he is not already dead. He was my comrade or my 
officer at York, or Morristown, or Bunker's Hill ; we 
were together with Montgomery ; or he was drafted, 
or volunteered with me for the sortie from Fort Stan- 
wix. I should be glad to meet him again. I would 
rather see him than any man living : he knew me 
once, and I think cannot have forgotten me yet." — 
Elxpressions like these, plain and brief as they usually 
are, mean more than mere language seems to ex- 
press : they have significations which we cannot 
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understand, and the speaker will not waste words on 
us. 

They are men of whom we want to mquire much. 
We see the prosperous movements of the great ma- 
chine of our government ; but some of them could 
tells us of the difficulty of invention, the scarcity of 
the materials, the impediments to be encountered in 
prejudices, the boldness of hazarding the experiment. 
They speak with enthusiasm of the feelings which 
actuated — ^the motives which impelled them ; and, at, 
the same time, with an almost superstitious awe do 
they look upon that period of their lives, when they 
observe the more than ample fulfilment of their hopes. 
They* regard the end as one that no human eye 
could have foreseen, and therefore they are almost 
tempted to believe it was something more than human 
power that encouraged and upheld them. That period 
of their lives becomes to them one of deep interest, 
for they feel as if miracles had then been performed. 
They are ready to tell their children, " there were 
giants upon the earth in those days." 

They look upon the country as in debt to them as 
the slave is indebted to his ransomer, the captive to 
his liberator, the blind to him that restores sight — and 
they say within themselves, I knew you when you were 
poor, and blind, and enslaved,aiid I freed and elevated 
you. So conscious do they feel of this fact, so clearly 
do they remember past scenes, so plain is the truth 
before their eyes, that they regard the United States 
as they lately were — ^few, weak, and defenceless colo- 
nies — so weak, that they supplicated even them for 
protecticm, with little prospect of being able to render 
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any reward. And they know in their hearts that no 
hope of reward, no promise, ever persuaded them 
even to buckle on the sword. It was the dictate of 
their own judgment, backed, powerfully seconded by 
their indignant feelings, which made them draw and 
strike, conquer with, and then resign it into the hands 
of the feeble state they had rescued. They are the 
knights of our chivalry, and our country is the dis- 
tressed fair they released from thrall. They feel like 
a fond parent towards a child they have nourished in 
its infantile and unprotected years ; and when that 
manhood comes, which is indebted to them ten times 
over for its existence, not to mention its exaltation ; 
and when pride and strength, of their bestowing, of 
their gratuitous conferring, come in company with 
neglect of benefactors, and contempt for their gray 
hairs, who can lament, who can weep, who can peti- 
tion ? You will hear them say — " We are sure of one 
thing we have earned — ^we shall not be denied a grave 
in the soil we have defended, and there we look for 
rest, in our country's bosom." Our soil is not more 
cold, not more niggardly of this world's wealth, than 
some of the hearts among us, which beat with a life 
of their preserving, and whose blood flows with the 
liberty they gave. " We do not come like petitioners 
to Congress," say they — ** not like beggars — ^though 
we have been called so in the city which bears the 
name of a Leader, who would almost rise from his 
ashes to repel the charge. We ask for a few of our 
fellows, who are going to the grave, and have noticing 
to hope for the children on whom they entailed poverty 
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by their sacrifices of possessions, and time, and health, 
and limbs to their country." 

When conversing on subjects like these, the old 
men stand erect. Their tall and upright stature is like 
the stem of the mountain pine, which the lightning may 
rend but cannot bow, which ruin may prostrate, but 
cannot humble. Their forms were taught to stand 
erect by the very humiliation of their country ; and 
they retain their elevation because they know in their 
hearts that in her days of darkness and despair they 
were her self-constituted deliverers. It is not mere 
nature that confers upon them the noble bearing which 
we admire ; that bequeathes to them the front of the 
Roman champion, and lights up their sinking eye like 
the eagle's. When we come to stand where they now 
do, upon the brink of the tomb, we shall feel that age 
makes different forms and different features ; and our 
children may exclaim for the glory departed. And 
what will be our glory, and what the vacancy we can 
leave ! We have seen no such youth as these men ; 
and such gray heads as theirs will not descend with 
us to the tomb. Well might we covet them, with all 
the decrepitude and all the neglect they have to en- 
counter, if we might only bear with us the^ treasure 
they carry within their desolated breasts. That is the 
talisman which thus marvellously preserve their youth, 
and stamps on their features the winning, the irresisti- 
ble traits of patriarchal majesty. I have seen one of 
their number wearying out the very sun in his daily 
race, in traversing, alone and unnoticed, the land he 
had helped to save ; stooping to drink the unmingled 
spring, and reposing on the natural carpet of the 
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earth ; yet preserving his good conscience, and return- 
ing blessing for scorn : for how could he complain of 
the changes of Time, so long as it had thus fulfilled 
his desires for his country, even to overflowing ? How 
could he but thank that Providence which had disap- 
pointed even his youthful hopes, with an overwhelm- 
ing accomplishment ? How could he but smile, when 
he had the consciousness, that she had been poor and 
feeble as he was now, and he had consecrated to her 
his strength, with the best of his days, and most ar- 
dent of his prayers ; when he now saw her enjoying 
the fruits of his success, in ample, unhoped for, un- 
thought of abundance and exaggeration ? 

Such is the legacy left us by the past age, in the 
examples of our forefathers ; and such are the les- 
sons daily read to us, as they pass before our eyes, 
and move along the path which conducts them to the 
grave. Italy has no memorials, no men like these. — 
Greece may boast of her forms of marble, but let us 
revere these heroic statues of flesh ; and if so'^much 
as a single murmer should ever again be raised against 
them in the Halls of Congress, let the thundering 
voice of the nation visit the indignity on the head of 
the offender ! 
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It may have happened to some recent travellers 
along our great routes, or passing through the crowded 
streets of our principal cities, to meet with such a 
stranger as I am about to describe. He belongs 
to a class entirely new in this country, and would 
at once strike an observer as an individual of a 
species hitherto unknown among us. Yet ignorant 
as we may be of his personal history, that of his na- 
tive land is acknowledged to have been of the highest 
interest and importance, and is rising once more to 
view, soon to attract universal attention. However 
much we may feel at a loss to refer his aspect and 
his features, his manners and his mind, to any land 
within the compass of our observation, accompany him 
to a gallery of the arts, and perhaps you may trace a 
resemblance in the lineaments of those relics of 
antiquity that our artists copy with so much reverence. 
Among groupes of ancient statues he stands like one 
which has been singled out by Prometheus, differing 
from them but in life and motion ; and then he may be 
regarded as a fit emblem of his country, not essen- 
tially transformed, but only revived at the present day. 
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You may seek in vain to interpret his language by 
a recurrence to one of those most currently in use 
among us. His tongue is not that of the Itafian or 
the German, the Gaul or the Iberian ; and, though 
among the most refined of those multifarious combi- 
nations which form our own jargon, his ear may dis- 
tinguish words which claim affinity with some of his 
own, it is only in the libraries of our most accomplish- 
ed scholars, and in the works of the celebrated 
ancient writers, that he recognises the language he 
learnt on his mother's knee. 

Such a stranger as this may perhaps pass in the 
crowd unknown, although nbt unnoticed ; but he 
bears with him in his breast such thoughts as would 
enrich any mind. £[is lips are sealed to us, and his 
ignorance of our habits may cut him off from intimate 
intercourse with those around him : but the consci- 
ousness of what he has assisted to perform, keeps a 
warm glow in his exiled heart. He feels with rapture 
a living principle throbbing and reviving in his ))osom, 
such as his fathers bore ; and recognises the spirit 
of Greece. He loves to recall the impetuous pulse 
which gushed through his heart, when he took his 
stand at some of the gates of that renowned country, 
and aided to save her again from destruction, by 
such deeds as in ancient days were repaid by centu- 
ries of fame. The feelings of a patriot who has 
struggled, and not in vain, for his country, ever have 
been an abundant reward for his labours and his suf- 
ferings ; but surely a magnanimous heart would set 
lightly by any trials which would identify him with 
the ancient heroes. 
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How is his mind employed — ^whither do his Noughts 
wander in his leisure moments ? He inquires whether 
Greece is of less value than in the time of Xerxes, 
and whether the sacrifices and the exertions of sol- 
diers who have now delivered her, are less great or 
meritorious than those of Leonidas. He reflects that 
what once rendered the salvation of his country valu- 
able to the world, and glorious to those by whom it 
was accomplished, was not fully developed till sub- 
sequent ages; and that circumstances are in some 
respects more favorable now than formerly, for her 
rapid advance in intellectual greatness. All that lay 
in man has been performed by himself and his patri- 
otic countr3rmen, and the future will show whether 
their exertions are to be crowned with as great re- 
sults. 

He looks around upon the prosperity of our young 
nation, and contemplates the operation of liberty here, 
with something like the feeling which we might sup- 
pose, in case the spirit of one of his ancestors could 
revisit the world. He refers every thing to its source ; 
he traces to the example of his fathers many an im- 
pulse and many a principle which has guided us in 
the path of freedom and happiness. Among the 
sounds of our multifarious language, he recognises 
many an analogy with his own : but they are words 
which bear no sorrowful reference to the ages of dark- 
ness under which Europe sufl^ered so long ; they are 
not such as many a barbarous people and many a be- 
nighted age have engrailed by force on the dialects of 
Europe : but they are those which relate to the finest 
arts and the sublimest sciences ; which are applied 
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to the most beautiful objects of nature, and the most 
refined exercises of the mind. They are epithets 
and names for things which cannot exist in a depressed 
state of society, and which were disused in the dark 
ages, but on the improvement of the arts and sciences, 
the revival of knowledge, and the resuscitation of 
freedom, were sought again in the only language 
where they were to be found, and adopted, as that of 
the lost Pleiad would be, should it re-appear in the fir- 
mament. 

He was one of those who raised the half-forgotten 
shout of liberty among the mountains of Greece, and 
taught the echoes again to repeat its once familiar 
name ; and it is with no small degree of pride that he 
surveys a country which the memoj^ of his ancestors 
has successfully excited to establish national indepen- 
dence and personal freedom. Like the native of a 
tropical climate, ranging through our forests and gar- 
dens, where every thing he sees is admired in propor- 
tion as it approaches the splendour and luxuriance of 
his own more genial land ; and where the greenhouse 
dearly cherishes some plant that has been borne away 
from his country as a valued prize : the whole circle 
of our fine arts presents the Greek but humble imita- 
tions of the masterpieces of his countrymen. The 
scope of the ancient poets and philosophers is made 
the summit of perfection by our own ; and the higher 
he ranges among the upper spheres of our litera- 
ture, the praise of his country 19 sung the more 
loudly in his ears. 

On our part we regard the Grecian stranger with 
sentiments not less interesting, though perhaps more 
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difficult to describe. He has come from a lend tra- 
versed by the first apostles of our "religion, from the 
scenes once illuminated by the golden candlesticks 
which its divine author planted, to diffuse his celestial 
light over the world, and where was early dispensed 
that truth which is of inexpressibly more vahie than 
ail that the mere philosophy and learning of Greece 
could ever afford. Our old patriarchs would crowd 
around him with their bibles in their hands, to inquire 
for the relics of the ancient churches, to know whether 
they have survived the denunciations recorded in the 
apocalyptic visions. We would know whether there 
be not sUll some remains of the Corinthian christians 
to ponder over the epistles of St. Paul, once sent to 
their gates. The feelings of youth impel those who 
rise from the perusal of ancient history, to listen with 
fixed attention to every word he speaks of his country, 
of the scenes where great deeds were performed in 
former days, and of those which have been raised to 
dignity in later times, by what he and his countrymen 
have wrought. The student starts from his books at the 
sound of a language he had thought hushed finrever in 
death ; and gazes at the personage who bears it upon 
his tongue with the familiarity of the nursery, as if 
he doubted whether he were not something else than 
flesh and blood. 

But such is, notwithstanding, the fact : Greece has 
revived in our day, and with it periiaps may have 
commenced ^ new era, important at once to literature 
and politics, and interesting to men of taste and of 
philanthropy* Among the rekindling embers of 
ancient days^ we begin to perceive what bad passed 
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by unnoticed for ages : not only the unquestionable 
relics of her language, but those of her genius, and 
her national propensity for every thing great and bril- 
liant. The Greek informs us with exultation, that he 
can now greet as brothers the freemen of all countries, 
since the land of his ancestors has been rescued from 
Turkish bondage ; and he longs to see assembled the 
representatives of enlightened nations in that country, 
to which they originally owe so much of their prosper- 
ity and elevation. He talks to us of the pleasure he 
anticipates, in welcoming at some future time, on his 
native soil, the sons of America — ^the land which has 
offered him a solace in the time of darkness and exile. 
And it is no unpleasing illusion to us, to picture the 
scenes which some of our countrymen are destined 
ere long to enjoy, in treading the mountains and tra- 
versing the plains of Greece. With what agreeable 
sensations will they hereafter be reminded, by grateful 
Greeks, of the exertions made on this side of the 
Atlantic, few and feeble though they were, for the 
succour of their distressed and heroic nation, in the 
sufferings they had to endure in their desperate strug- 
gle. 

When the natural beauties of Grecian scenery, 
mingled with the sublime features of her rocky 
coasts and mountain ranges shall be known, through 
the restoration of commerce to her ports ; and when 
the traits of her literature, not less beautiful and not 
less sublime, shall be more generally apprehended, 
under a resuscitation of her language and of her early 
writers, Greece will assume her appropriate place in 
the heart of every man of taste and of learning : — 
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ker ancient literary treasures will afford double attrac- 
tions, and every department of science on which they 
have shed light will be reilluminated through all itsr 
ramifications. 

It is not improbable that the influence of this impor- 
tant change in the affairs of the Archipelago, may be 
first rendered obvious in English poetry. There, it is 
certain, exists great room for reformation ; and as 
both native Greeks and foreigners have already been 
inspired by the theme of liberty, it is to be hoped that 
they will not prove unmindful of the great models 
which it naturally brings up to memory. As every 
stream in that country has been long ago embodied in 
verse, and flowed on for centuries in numbers, no mo- 
dern poet, methinks, would be bold enough to adopt 
a style at variance with that of the great masters who 
have rendered every subject imperishable. No hill 
or stream in that renowned land asks the modem 
poet for the aid of his lyre ; and whoever is hardy 
enough to attempt a song in their praise, must remem- 
ber he has a subject over the fame of which he can 
exercise no influence : one which has long been im- 
mortal. 

Among those scenes, and in the places where the 
ancient Grecian poets once stood, could he descend 
to one of those feeble flights which have so often led 
to a near oblivion ; or could he fail to be captivated 
with those strains which have not yet ceased to sound, 
and which will how waken in new vigor and sweet- 
ness ? Will not the ancient taste be renewed, with 
all its natural force and beauty; and may not our 
poetry ere long feel its influence, and adopt some- 
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thing of its excellences ? The poetry of the present 
day is unworthy of the state of improvement at which 
the civilized nations have in many other respects 
arrived, and of the boasts oden made of a general 
progress in every thing. Perhaps some great genius 
may be drawn from obscurity, and tempted to under- 
take mighty things, when the models of antiquity are 
once more brought conspicuously before the world, 
and what is truly mighty in design and admirable in 
execution is once placed in its just contrast with the 
feeble, the timid, and the trifling productions of 
modem aspirants, or their perversions of verse, senti- 
ment,' and truth. For it is not to be believed that every 
genius on which nature has bestowed superior powers, 
would consent to be fettered with the false rules of a 
preposterous taste ; and certain it is that those fetters 
have not yet been effectually broken. When the 
language of Homer and his long train of successive 
Grecian poets shall be resuscitated among us, and 
when the real and majestic sounds of their numbers 
shall strike upon modern ears, with something of their 
original harmony and strength, it cannot be that they 
will fail to attract the attention of the world, and that 
all harp strings will be so insensible as not to return 
a single responsive chord. 

The Greek cannot mingle among us and not hear, 
with distress and indignation, some of the unjust 
reflections too often cast upon the character of his 
countrymen, on account of the dissentions that have 
occurred among their chiefs, and the examples of timi- 
dity or want of concert among the troops and the 
inhabitants on different occasions, magnified by their 
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avowed enemies, and backed by the prejudices enter- 
tained, by many of their secret ones. He protests 
with vehemency, he argues with the eloquence of his 
country, he appeals to scenes of bloody resistance 
and cases of desperate determination, which he knows 
in all their details, but with many of which we have 
bteen left in ignorance, through the indirect communi- 
cations we have thus far had with Greece. He re- 
counts to us the deeds of the Sutiots, at home and in 
the various places to which their expatriation from 
their native mountains dispersed them ; describes their 
character, and traces their bright but brief career, to 
the catastrophe of Missolonghi, where it may be said 
to have terminated in the tomb. He speaks of Athens 
and Argos, Tripolizza, Napoli, Malvoisia, Macrinovo, 
and Navarino ; of Samos and Maina ; repeats the 
names of Miaulis, Tombazis and Canaris; and 
estimates the rivers of Turkish blood which flowed 
from the invaders, and gives a picture of the patrio- 
tic feelings which impelled some of the principal com- 
manders, and many of the people themselves, — ^till 
the tales of our revolution lose half their horror, and 
much of their military importance. To show us that 
the Greek, when exposed to an irresistible force, had 
powerful motives to impel him to flight, he recalls the 
tragedies enacted at Scio, Ipsara and Missolonghi ; 
and enumerates a hundred names of towns, villages 
and islands, lately smiUng in unoflending peace, or 
girt round with the few brave men who risked their all 
for liberty, now ruinous, desert and silent : regions 
over which the scourge of the false prophet has passed, 
. and with horrors too great for man to listen to, 
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much more for tender females and babes to endure, 
wasted, crushed and ravaged, leaving none to be in- 
jured by the enemy, or by the hunger, nakedness and 
agony which followed in his train. Of these horrors 
says the stranger, an American cannot, witiHmt «» 
exertion of his imaginaticm, form even a distant idea. 
Look at the little children who have at different peri- 
ods cff the war sought a refuge in your, distant land. 
Some of diem you have loved for their helfrfess and 
friendless condition, and admired for the bright talents 
they have shown, in their animated countenances and 
their active minds. Such are the orphans which have 
been made by the Turks ; and thousands of such are 
now scattered over the most humane regions of Europe, 
while greater multitudes are laboring and lamenting 
in captivity, among their barbarian masters. Their 
mothers, and their sisters, where are they 1 When 
we reflect on the fate of many dfihem who are now 
alive, it is a relief to think how many fell in the deso- 
lation of Scio, and we almost regret that more had 
not been immolated at Missolonghi. Scenes like 
those, where hundreds destroyed themselves, afford a 
terrible but a just comment on the <;haracter of our 
enemies. l¥hen delicate women and tender children 
coolly and deliberately walk from the verge of a rock, 
or the walls of a fortress, or dispute for the spot over 
the centre of a mine, dissatisfied with every thing but 
certain death, and envying their companions if they 
obtain a place rather more fatal than themselves, 
there must be some honrible terror that operates upon 
their minds. Yet such has been the plain, unvarnish- 
ed truth, times unrecorded, during the late war in 
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Greece. Imagine hpw such a thing would appear to 
your eyes ; for when one has witnessed it he is con- 
vinced that feetings are exciteddifficult to be conceived ^ 
by those who have not. Imagine one of the most 
delicately educated of your countrywomen, with on6 
of the most interesting and afFectionate children : 
what would be your feelings to see her, in the frenzy 
of dread, stab her child and plunge headlong into the 
sea or upon the i^cks ? And yet such things have 
been familiar to us ; nor these alone — but, what was 
more dreadful still, the sight of our dwellings des- 
troyed, during our absence in war, by barbarians who 
had torn away alive our mothers, sisters and wives. 
Tales of such events would sometimes reach the ears 
of a soldier while under arms in sight of the foe : the 
first impulse would dispose him to fly for home ; and 
this was repeatedly done, even when the distance 
was so great as to render assistance hopeless, in spite 
of the intreaties, arguments and threats of their offi- 
cers. TTie second impulse turned them in the oppo- 
site direction : to wreak a vengeance which knew no 
adequate language, and no satisfactory limit, on the 
wretches who had brought such intolerable woes on 
the Greeks. Many a bloody action has owed its im- 
pulse, if hot its termination, to the untameable spirit 
thus aroused : where of hundreds of Turks who 
started at the first war cry, not one survived to hear 
the closing shout of victory. The memory of such 
scenes, or the thought of friends, parents,' children 
and wives, who have been the victims of them, has 
often visited the soldier in his wakeful nights, and 
melted him to tears on his sentry post : it has cast a 
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melancholy aspect over the fairest of our landscapes, 
and made many a day to rise in sorrow and set in 
weeping. Such reflections have stimulated us to 
climb many a rude mountain^ to perform many an 
incredible march, to endure hunger and weariness, 
watchings and wounds, as long as nature would allow 
us to endure. They made our people resolve to pe- 
rish by any death, rather than again submit ; and added 
if possible, to the resolution and the devotion of the 
Hetarists themselves, whose oath bound them never 
to know a resting-place till Greece should be free. 

Still the Greeks are charged with the destitution of 
national feelings, and of being incapable of acting in 
concert by their party antipathies. But recurring 
again to the favorite period of ancient history, when 
the most pure patriotism is thought to have prevailed : 
in the last Persian invasion, the Greek auxiliaries 
marched against their country by thousands ; in the 
battle of Plataea not less than fifty thousand were en- 
gaged against their brethren. Thermopylae itself 
came well near not being immortalized ; for the few 
Spartans who there surrendered their lives, were the 
only Greeks who had the spirit to make sUch a sacri- 
fice. When the history of Modern Greece is once 
written as it deserves, it will be found that we have 
made numerous Thermopylses, and have not been 
destitute of Spartans. On the sea, the more congenial 
element of the Greek at the opening of the war, 
deeds of individual prowess have been exhibited which 
were never surpassed. The immeasurable disparity 
ot our forces, in point of the number and size of ves- 
sels, and the want of a general authority to conduct 



AN INTERESTING STRANGER. 119 

acombined operation, permitted no engagements like 
that of Salamis, as the merchant brigs of which the 
squadrons were composed were all private property : 
but the immense Turkish hulks, from time to time 
driven on shore and sunken by our fire-ships, would 
almost have contained the flotilla of Xerxes, numerous 
as were the galHes of which it consisted. One of the 
most admired periods of the history of the ancient 
Athenians, and that in which their patriotism is con- 
sidered to have risen to its highest pitch, was the time 
when the Peloponnesians proposed to withdraw their 
frontier fortresses to the Peninsula of Corinth, leav- 
ing Attica to the possession of the enemy. The 
Athenians, at that time, solemnly determined thence- 
forward to make their ships their country, and to seek 
in some distant land a new home for themselves and 
their families. Such a plan, merely proposed by them, 
was actually put in practice by the Ipsariots ; who, 
when their little island was ravaged by a barbarous 
enemy, after all the resistance in their power had been 
made, betook themselves to the most destructive of 
the elements, and thus preserved that liberty which 
few others would not have preferred to surrender*— 
The Hydriots more than once contemplated such a 
step, and needed not the spirit to take it. The fortifi- 
cations of their little rocky island, (which might well 
forego all celebrity in ancient times to take the con- 
spicuous stand it has occupied in modem days,) were 
lately prepared for a forlorn hope, by hands which 
would have done desperate things in its defence ; and 
if Providence had not prepared for a more merciful 
intej^osition for Greece than most of her well-wishera. 
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hoped for, a scene as terrible as thie war (i&d produced* 
might perhaps have been enacted there.r But eveu 
in the worst event the Greek race and the Greek spirit 
would not have been exterminated : the fleet would 
have spread its sails, and perhaps the remnant qf that 
nation would* have found an asylum on this side of 
the Atlantic." 

It is natural for every one who has been tauglu to 
pronounce with reverence the language spoken by 
the great men of ancient Greece, and that in which 
a portion of the Holy Scriptures . was written by the 
Evangelists, to ask with some solicitude whether there 
be any possibility that it.^ay be ever recovered. — 
The native replies, much to the astonishment of his 
hearers, that no recovery is necessary : that the iden- 
tical language of ancient times is spo^Len now, with 
no essential alteration. But how, we inquire, more 
naturally than judiciously, how can it have been pre- 
served through so many centuries, and under so many 
disadvantages ? — and bow can a Greek be a ocmipetent 
judge of that ancient language, which, we have been 
tau^t to believe, is nowhere found but in the ancient 
writers, and to which the only approach lies through 
the universities of Europe and America ? Who can 
be competent to pas? an opinion concerning it, but 
those who have formed an acquaintance with it in this 
manner ? The stranger answers us with a smilei, that 
the civilized world have not been aware how much 
the scriptures have done to pires^rve^ the language ojt" 
Greece, nor with what facility, as well as delight, a 
native .W that country may understand m^^y of the 
ancient wiiters., "We have had a fe^ schools," he 
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remarks, ^ of which you have been ignorant ; and the 
rJu^pmfdies of Homer have been repeated in them by 
rote as exercises for juvenile rewards. Xenophon 
bias been read by persons educated only in the rudi- 
ments of knowledge, and that too with a pronunciation 
that would have been much more intelligible to our 
renowned ancestors than to yourselves. The polished 
classes of society use a language which approaches 
that of the early times ; and as the latter is always 
the standard, a few years of liberty and peace, of 
plenty and refinem^it, would probably restore our 
style almost to the point from which it has descended. 
The changes it has undergone are surprisingly few — 
our isolated situation, a respect for our origin, and the 
presence of an unalterable standard hedging out al- 
most every great innovation ; and at this day, Greeks 
meet and readily converse, from the most remote 
islands and the most secluded mountains of the North, 
the East, and the Morea, some of whom were but a 
i^ort time since ignorant of each other's existence, 
while others were acquainted but to hate and to fight. 
The sounds of the letters of Cadmus are the same in 
all ; for the few and slight variations are not worthy 
of a general notice ; and the changes in construction, 
which some have called radical changes, find autho- 
rities, more or less sufiicient, in the common Greek 
writers." 

But, as on subjects of which we have every thing 
to learn, and at the same time require to be convinced 
against our prejudices, the adept in ancient Greek 
feels a repugnance to concede that the language he 
has regarded with such distant awe and almost super* 
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stitious reverence, has been used by this stranger fit 
the eonunon concerns of life. That it may be acquired, 
in modem times, in the nursery, seems to depreciate 
the value of our studious hours, and pride whii^p«ars to 
ust>f the loss of much time, and of irksome labor de- 
voted to our accidents, our articles^ and our synopsis. 
One of bur scholars starts back also at the confused 
and intricate appearance of a modem Greek manu- 
sortpt, and is ready to pronounce its aspect > alone a 
suf&cient proof of the entire cormption of the lan- 
guage. ^* Here," he exclaims in triumph, '^ is the 
penmanship of our scholars, which corresponds pre- 
cisely with the ancient teict !" 

" Yes," replies the Greek, " and it corresponds also 
with the hand-writing of our childridn and our unedu^ 
cated men, because it is a copy of the same modelx 
You imitate the stiff printed text ; they copy, perhaps, 
the ancient inscriptions on our monuments of stone. 
We, however, use the written letters of Grreece when 
we write ; and a little practice would show you that 
it is convenient and proper. The time cannot be far 
distant when the prejudice will be removed which 
prevents your learned men from adopting this style of 
writings and of renouncing the ridiculous system of 
pronunciation, which is of far greater consequence. 
It cannot be long before your scholars will perceive 
the reasonableness of adopting our pronunciation.*-- 
A. little reflection will show them the conclusiveness 
of our arguments, and induce them to reject the fashion 
introduced by a modem without any solid grounds*" — 
To them we have a right to look for this important 
step : but we may rest assured, that if they do not 
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throttgk tbe ummote ihterooiirae which is likely soon 
to be established between the.;U«ted State: and 
Graoee* • AoieiseaiilbQeed but te Viint xm# country, or 
to wait until our eoterprisiiig seacaeii shall iurl^eir 
sails on this side of the Atlantic, to bea^r the ancient 
Greek tongue, preserved as it has been £br centuries, 
without any , irreclaimable degeneracy* The ages that 
haVe passed in such ^om over my native land, have 
scten the people retire to the fastilesaeir o£ tbe- moun* 
tains, - to which those who < Were able retreated, with 
their simple habits of li&, their spirit of libertyyitheir 
traditions of depai^d greatness, and the religion and 
language of th^ iuicestorsr Those who could not 
avoid a more near approach to their comtuerors, have 
still been able, init good ijdeasure, to keep the saered 
repository in their breasts ; and the Greekj to this 
day, is found, in many respects, as distinct from the 
Turks, as if they had never come into contact. When 
the besiegers of Missolonghi railed at the slight 
breastworks of that fortress, the defenders replied — 
'^ The walls of Missolonghi lure our breasts ;'' and they 
had been for centuries the effectual barriers against 
all that the detested Mussulmen brought in their train, 
except only the sword. When we lately determined 
on resistance to that, we had but to recur to our his. 
•tory for examples, as we did to the lips of our heroes 
for words to express every newly roused feeling of 
our hearts, and even the names of some of the wea- 
pons which we grasped at for vengeeuice* Thermo^ 
pylse and Thebes^ Athens and Corinth, Argos and 
Mantimea, heard the watch.words of aoeieat times re- 



127 



A VISIT TO THE SENECA CHIEF 
RED-JACKET. 

How deeply it is to be regretted, that the Indian 
uhmracter, which was marked by so many excellencies 
in its original state, should have deteriorated and 
been destroyed in proportion as it has been influenced 
by the approach of civilized men. No people, with 
whose history we have any acquaintance, ever pos- 
sessed more hardihood or perseverance ; greater 
attachment to personal freedom ; superior aptitude 
iind strength of mind — and none ever excited greater 
expectations by their capacity for improvement. Qua- 
lities less admirable than theirs, and less decidedly 
marked, have in other countries laid the foundation 
for the most enlightened and most powerful nations 
that ever existed. The native sagacity of the Indian, 
if employed on the sciences, might ere this have 
greatly assisted their progress ; his generous, manly, 
and noble feelings, if exhibited in a civilized cabinet, 
might have produced a sensible efiect on the aspect 
«»f politics ; and if all the admirable traits of charac- 
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ter they possessed, instead of being crushed in the 
dust, could have been encouraged by appropriate 
motives, cherished by occupation, and subjected to 
the influence of Christianity, how different a spec- 
tacle might now have been presented, and how dif- 
ferent might have been the prospects of the Indian 
race ! The exertions which were made for their 
benefit, on different plans and at different periods, 
although directed by humanity, have proved unavail- 
ing, except in very partial degrees, and to a very 
limited extent ; and now, so ignorant do our govern- 
ment appear of the nature of lAan, and so predomi- 
nant has become the influence of an unprincipled 
self-interest among the American people, that the 
prevailing cry is against their capacity for improve- 
ment, while the authorities of the United States, and 
some of the members of the Union, at the same mo- 
ment, are urging their forcible removal out of our 
territory, because some of tl^em have already im- 
proved too much. 

If an unjust measure like this should be adopted 
towards them, and banishment from their rightful pos- 
sessions be added to the other crimes which white 
men have perpetrated against them, how long may wo 
expect to hold the soil so unrighteously obtained ; or 
to enjoy freedom, peace and happiness in regions we 
desolate by force? 

The solitude, wildness, and silence of the fores 
encouraged such reflections, as I pursued my way 
alon^ the devious and almost undistinguishable path 
which conducted mc, with many windings, towards the 
habitation of a chief of the Senecas. The forest — a 
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portion of tiiat '^ great and howling wilderness," which 
on the arriyai of our ancestors, extended from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the Gulf of Mexico 
to the northern boundary of vegetation*— was restrict- 
ed within narrow boundaries a few miles, in circuit : a 
little remnant of that new continent in which our 
forefathers found so many friends. The flourishing 
village I had just lefl, rising on the shore of the lake, 
and full of activity %md life, was but a specimen of 
the scenes which enterprise had extended in all di- 
rections to very distant limits, up to this circum. 
scribed barrier. Here was a portion of the Ame- 
rican soil as it lay before it was tutored by cultiva- 
tion ; here alone, for miles beyond miles, the plough 
had never entered, and the roots of the original forest 
trees had never been disturbed. On all sides around 
this secluded spot, everything was full of activity and 
thrifl, and every one was looking on the future with 
gay and brilliant anticipations. Here, every thing in 
retrospect was grand and impressive : but all the 
future was sad and mournful. The simple race, 
whose remnants I was about to see, had raised no mo- 
numents of brass or stone to commemorate their de- 
parted greatness ; but the slow stream of the Bufialo 
seemed overcharged witii the tales of past ages, like 
a tongue oppressed into silence by things too great for 
utterance ; and the venerable oafes which grew on it/; 
banks, I knew had been contemporaries of events they 
could not record, and the witness of which was to 
perish with them. Tlie stillness of the forest re- 
minded me of the closed lips- of their masters; who, 
having no other depository for their pride, and no 
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other way to triumph over their oppressors, will not 
deign to communicate one word of their traditions, 
but prefer to drown them in their breasts, as the Incas 
sunk in their lakes the gold and the gems which they 
knew were objects of coyetousness to their Spanish 
persecutors. The surrounding scenery .. naturally 
awakened again recollections of those traces of for- 
mer greatness which are preserved in some of the cha- 
racteristics of the Indian, and in the structure of his 
singular language — ^those things which have led the 
learned investigators of Europe to attribute to them a 
lofly, though a dark and undiscoverable origin. A 
people, who, even in their greatest degradation, can 
meet misfortune with a proud and uncomplaining si- 
lence, who can not only endure the pangs of bodily 
torture with stoicism for a few hours, but injustice, 
oppression, want, and contumely from the cradle to 
the grave, from those who owe them the soil they sub- 
sist upon, the air they breathe, and the superfluous 
wealth they so inhumanly refuse to share with them 
even in their greatest need, such a people must have 
descended from a stock unaccustomed to bend — the 
noblest growth of the forest. The remarkable cha- 
racter of their language, a very slight knowledge of 
which has excited the admiration and the highest 
Gulogiums of learned philologists, must it not, at some 
period, have given utterance to conceptions of cor- 
responding superiority and refinement ? 

The aspect of nature around me was as simple as 
it would have been if human invention had never been 
cultivated elsewhere ; and the men I was ^shortly to 
see were not those who sought or obtained distinction 
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by the unmanly arts by which it is often attained in 
civilized life. They belonged to a race who had con- 
tested, not with chicanery, duplicity, and sophis- 
try, but with wild men, wild beasts, the sun, the wind, 
and the storm. They were mighty men, men of re- 
nown ; who had " waxed valiant in fight, and turned 
to flight the armies of the valiant." Here, on this 
soil, our ancestors had sought and even supplicated 
their assistance ; for the Senecas, even as our own 
unwilling history acknowledges, were once almost 
arbiters of our destiny. Here the distinction is now, 
as it always has been, in being bold, active, and 
strong — goodly men, higher than all the people, have 
ranged these forests, and pursued shady paths, long 
since bared by our encroachments, with no opponents, 
because they were their own sufficient champions. 

In a state of society like this, there always have been 
attractions to one disgusted by the injustice, the sel- 
fishness, the unrighteous exercise of ill-gotten power 
by which the eyes of man in the civilized state arc 
continually assailed. Even the good man, the chris- 
tian, might in some cases become so weary of looking 
on the false principles and practices which are in 
vogue and in operation around him, as to wish for the 
return of the simple virtues and the simple days of 
the patriarchs. Instances have never been wanting 
since the contrast was first presented between these 
two states, where men of warm feelings have given 
the preference, on some accounts, to the life of the 
savage. Individuals who have become disgusted at 
the chicanery of knaves and the selfishness of com- 
mercial transactions ; who have witnessed scenes 



132 A VISIT TO SSNECA. 

where gold has severed very frieads, and known the 
bolts and gratings through which the too sanguine 
though honest debtor has sometTmes to look out upon 
his cruel but licensed oppressor ; instances have not 
been wanting of such persons turning a more apolo- 
getic eye on the faults of the Indians, and doing more 
justice to their virtues. Among them flattery does not 
blandish crimes into excellencies ; wealth does not 
purchase a right to depress those whom nature or 
goodness has exalted. Stepping into this shady 
grove, I have withdrawn myself from the territory of 
those hc^hits and influences among which only I have 
heretofore seen men. I look in vain for costly edi- 
fices, which nourisli diseases of the mind and of the 
body, while they serve as memorials to the poor of 
the power of that great arbiter, gold. I look in vain 
for prosperous indolence, for luxurious ease : the 
graces of a generous heart and a noble mind, a pow-- 
erful arm and an agile foot, are the qualities which 
secure distinction here. In regions like this, before 
the Indians had become contaminated by civilized 
vices, such w€w the state of things which our ancestors 
found, whenever they stepped into the shade of the 
forest ; and such might we still have found to this 
day, had not our communication corrupted them. The 
wrecks we see are ours ; the few remains of what is 
virtuous, valuable, and admirable, are their own, and 
have survived in s[Hte of us. These remains it is 
still interesting to see ; wad it is strange that we have 
so much obtuseness of feeling, and so much coarse- 
ness of taste, as to pass them by uniioticed and unen- 
joyed. The firm and impartial administration of jus^ 
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tice under their simple laws, if brought into contrast 
with cases which we sometimes witness in civilized 
courts ; and the strong bonds of gratitude, respect, 
and patriotism which generally attach them to their 
nations and tribes, even though extermination itself 
strives to break them, might make a white man ashamed 
of the party-spirit and selfish jealousies by which our 
states, cities, and neighbourhoods are so often divided. 
Sentiments of international faith are also to be found, 
even to the present day, among these simple people, 
which have been handed down- by the traditions of 
generations, and preserved inviolable for centuries, 
oftentimes at no small sacrifice of convenience and 
property. 

Reflections like^ these are naturally suggested in 
the solitude and silence of one of our Indian reser- 
vations ; and we cannot wonder that individuals were 
formerly captivated by the simple virtues of such a soci- 
ety, and for them renounced, at least for a time, the 
corrupt scenes of civilization. In the eyes of cool re- 
flection, the revered turf over a warrior's grave, is 
incomparably preferable to the false epitaph on a 
polished monument ; and the insincerity of fashion, 
a'ble language sinks into merited contempt, when com- 
pared with the few and direct words of the Indian, 
almost incapable of perversion or duplicity. Here are 
no irksome barriers, erected by wealthy and over- 
bearing landlords, such as restrict within narrow 
limits the steps of man in our territory ; and here are 
none of those subtleties of law by which the consci- 
ously innocent are made to bear imputations of crime. 
Impediments like these, though imposed by us to re- 
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straiu the bad, often prove injurious and sometimefr' 
t'ataMo the good. Here the only human law is that 
engraven on the conscience, and enforced by custom ; 
and the unfortunate and friendless may wander where 
he will, without encroaching on the possessions of the 
mercenary or low-minded ; with the tallest oaks and 
cedars for his shade, the purest streams for his drink, 
the birds for his musicians, the recesses of the forest 
for his retreat, the most secluded cavern for his place 
of repose, and the calmness and harmony of nature 
around to spread a placid peace over his slumbers. — 
Here, without interruption, he may listen to th^ voice 
which in these solitudes, is perpetually proclaiming, 
like the Mahomedan crier, '< there is no God but Grod." 
He may pluck at freedom the ripest fruit and the 
fairest flower ; the largest fowl, the finest trout, the 
swiftest deer is his which his weapons can overtaki^ 
or his art beguile. The animals which course through 
the woods are forbidden him by no law, <' domitee na- 
turae," for through ail these wilds nature has never 
been subjected to the hard conditions of human bond- 
age ; and the laws of the forest leave every thing as 
free as the wind, that can survive or avoid the point of 
the arrow. 

Reflections like these, I know not how long conti- 
nued, were interrupted by the sudden appearance of 
a group of wild beings on a morning excuruon for 
game, with their long white blankets fastened at their 
necks and flowing behind in the air as they ran. One 
was prying through the low branches of a tree, with 
an eye, a step, and a ready finger which spoke whole 
pages of archery. Another drew an arrow to his ear. 
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and throwing off his loose blanket, dashed through a 
thicket ^r his prey, almost at its heels. Three or four 
were standing in consultatioa on a bri^t margin of 
green grass, which skirted the edge of the neighbour- 
ing grove, and in their graceful forms and fine alti- 
tudes, seemed a group of the ancient woodgods.— 
The expressions of their faces were much stronger 
than those of common white men, as the features 
of the Indians are generally larger, and drawn with 
more boldness. From this remark however should 
be excepted the eyes, which being <^ a deep black, 
small, and much sunken, give diem something of the 
aspect of blindness near at hand, though at a distance 
this peculiarity is not at first observed. Their daxk 
complexions were betrayed on their breasts, which 
looked like those of bronze statues, while their gay 
and tastefiil savage ornaments were placed in a kind 
of harmony with the yellow tinge of the walnut 
leaves, the crimson of the maple, and the scarlet 
vines that were seen clinging to the wasted trunks of 
former centuries : for the season had blasted the 
forest, as fortune had ruined the Indian race. These 
were the looks of the Indians, these their habits, this 
their abode ; in such simplicity, and oflen in such 
security and innocence did they live, while the other 
quarters of the world were deluged in blood, quite 
as much as illuminated and refined by the arts 
and sciences. The contest which commenced when 
those arts were brought into collimon with the simple 
means in possession of the natives of these forests, 
seems too unequd to have allowed of hope. Yet 
with such feeble weapons did they persevere in their 
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resistance ; while the shades of their forest oflcii 
screened from sight their manly breasts which trusted 
to no other shield. The echoes then lent their voices 
to celebrate their victories, and replied to their shouts. 
But the words of their singular language have almost 
ceased to be heard throughout the whole extent of 
their country ; and into oblivion they will shortly de- 
scend, with the many evidences they afford of "^a 
lofty origin, and all those strains of native beauty and 
sublimity which tradition herself will soon forget. — 
y i^' Those bursts of natural poetry that no written record 
has ever known, which any civilized nation of Europe 
would be proud to quote as the productions of their 
earty ages, and which would be considered by the 
learned as decisive proofs of native genius — all are 
soon to be lost with the fleeting breath to which alone 
they have ever been entrusted. The germs of national 
greatness are thus sometimes blighted in the seed ; while 
plants of less elevated origin take root and overspread 
a continent and last through ages. Whoever views 
this subject in such a light, "will listen to the sound of 
the Indian tongue with a melancholy interest. We 
have not the advantage, indeed, of viewing the heroic 
age of the Indian, through a long vista of past gene, 
rations, and through the somewhat deceptive repre- 
sentations of polished writers ; but we have the sor^ 
rowful task of contemplating an early death, and a 
rich but blasted prospect. A young pine, of the forest 
dissevered from its trunk, or a pure fountain which 
afler a short course is dashed over a precipice, is not 
an unapt metaphor to represent such a placid course 
conducting to so mournful an end. 
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My path grew more «iid more indstinct, until its 
windings were only intimated by the smoothness of 
the torfy which often Ml me in |>erplexity, till it at 
last brought me to the view of the abode ^f the chief. 
He had penetrated, like a wild beasts into the deepest 
repesses of the fiirest, almost beyond the power of a 
white man to trace htm. A wild beaet ! but I found 
him in a calm, cecri^mpladve »iooc|) and surroiinded 
by a ciheerful i«onily« Old end young, oc^lected 
about the door of the log 'hftty where he was seated, 
seemed tx> regard him with afiectioa ; and an infant 
which one of the females teld in ber arms, received 
ioB caresses with smiles. It was a striking scene-^ 
a t^iief ! Yet some of his inf^ors who cultivate the 
soil in other parts of the <Seneca kmds, had abundant 
fields and well-filled «tore*housee, while he was poor, 
but bore his privations with apipareat equa&imity. If 
he had power, he did not exert it : if he had passions, 
they were quiescent : if he had suffered injuries, they 
were buried in his breast. His people had endured 
sore and irreparable wrongs : it seemed to me that 
their hopeless degradation and his own was upper- 
most in his thoughts, and was the habitual subject of 
his meditations. His looks, his motions, his attitudes, 
had that cast of superiority, which convinced me that, 
whether justly or not, he considered no man his supe- 
rior in understanding* His eye was not accustomed 
to look abroad fat the opinions of others ; and his lips, 
which were once those of an accomplished savage 
orator, refused alike to utter any laaguage but that of 
the Senecas, and any other sentiments than his own. 
He appeared to regard himself as the only one of 
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his nation who retained the feelings and opinions of 
his ancestors, and to pride himself in preserving theln. 
However others might be disposed to forget and for- 
give injuries, as far as in hrm lay they were to be 
perpetuated. Biting sarcasms on the inconsistency 
and perfidy of white men were ready on his tongue, 
and were pronounced with that unmoved look and 
voice which showed that he contemned as well as ab- 
horred our race. The wound inflicted on his heart 
was still fresh and rankling ; yet his brow was clear 
and his words were few. Civilization had rolled by 
him, with its flood of refinement, wealth, and happi- 
ness, but he had clung to his native poverty without 
stooping to taste of the draught, because it was prof- 
fered by a whiteman. A. thousand miles towards the 
West had it fertilized the wilderness : but not a trace 
of its course was to be seen around him. What bit-^ 
temess must keep the door of such a heart ! and 
how do our guilty consciences enhance the meaning 
of his reproaches and his Iboks ! 

The forest still grew inviolate ground him, and the 
branches of the unpruned vine bent gracefully down 
from the verge of the maple grove, to proffer its clus- 
ters, and to extend its shade, to cheer the abode of 
its preserver, and to add its little solace to the last 
friend of the forest. The sportive dwellers of the 
wood, the squirrel and the singing bird, might well 
make the spot their favorite resort, and gambol in 
security before the door of the chief. His fall might 
be the signal for the axe to begin its work of devas- 
tation; and the peacefulness that reigned around 
might soon be dispelled for ever. If there were any 
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birds or beasts of prey, they avoided his presence^ 
and shrunk from his path ; and well might they enter- 
tain an hereditary dread of such as he. As he si^t 
meditating, he explored the shades around with an 
eye that could pierce like an arrow into ages that are 
past, and look alike on disappointment and prosperity. 
The eye of an Indian seems almost to defy the power 
of circumstances and time, of nature and of man, to 
change its expression. It is, however, subject to 
change, though only a close observer can discover it : 
it expands so little and is shaded so much. With the 
same glance does he look on the height of dominion 
and the depth of degradation. That is the eye with 
which the first sail was studied as it approached the 
American coasts, bringing with it the leprous plague 
of white men ; so Uncas looked on Miantonimoh — so 
Miantonimoh returned the look of Uncas. 

This is what remains of the once powerful, rich, 
and persuasive orator of the Senecas. This is the 
aspect in which he may be viewed by those who wish 
to put his vices and his degradation out of the range 
of observation, ^ut he in fact presents a specimen of 
the degraded Indian character and Indian habits, 
against which the influence of civilization has been 
exerted for two hundred years, and the ruin of which 
we have effected. The delirious draught, which we 
have always first extended to that race, he has ac- 
cepted, and quaffed to the dregs : and now, in the 
prostration of his once noble powers of mind, and in 
the desperation to which the destruction of his people 
and himself has brought him, he madly insists on re^ 
j^ting the only remaining hope that is offered in this 
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blood of their predecesBorBy whose wrongs and whose 
sufierings no tongue can tell : but we wait, ejqpecting 
to see the aea di¥ide, and open some path for their sal- 
vation. To many of the individuals, however, we 
can point, and say they are marked out for destruction. 

This I felt while in the presence of the lonely chief 
I had sought out in his retreat. The cloud which 
hangs so dark ever his race wiU burst at least upon 
his head-— for him destruction is inevitable. This he 
knows, and he also knows there is but one mode of 
escape, yet he rejects it, and would have his people 
reject it. Fortunately not a few of them are sagacious 
enough to adopt it; and the traveller who enters 
their churches and school-houses, or looks upon 
them and their families in his tour, will fancy that he 
finds among their little children those who are destined 
to occupy stations worthy of the character of their 
forefathers, in a civilized society. Civilization if pro- 
perly adapted to them, instead of proving unfriendly to 
their nature, is alone calculated to elevate them to the 
rank for which Providence appears to have designed 
them. « 

The prospect of the Indian is, however, at this mo- 
iilent overhung by a threatening cloud. Just as their 
actions have proved, throughout most of the tribes 
within our boundaries, that they are anxious to receive 
instruction in letters, arts, and religion ; and just at 
the time ^ when one of their nations has adopted a re- 
presentative government after the forms of our own, 
and is rapidly pursuing the course of improvement, 
we are selfish and unprincipled enough seriously to 
consider the expediency (not the justice) of driving 
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them out of our temtory, and conngning them to a 
region hi the West, where they mQ$t lose the advan- 
tages they have gained-Hadvantages which we can- 
not longer question their disposition or capacity to 
enjoy, and therefore kihnmanly propose to wrest from 
them, with their lands, for erer. Whatever we do in 
regard to this, and wMever onr rulers, either in higher 
or lower stations, rec^Mrnnend, at the suggestion of inte- 
rested land-speculators, let us no longer insuh huma- 
nity and truth hy our often repeated professions of 
friendship to tins persecuted race ; and let us not ridi- 
cule the Imfian lor his savage manners, or despise 
Ins ignorant inmplicity or his faltering speech. His 
people have justice on their side. The languages 
they use, in all their countless dialects, may be ad- 
dressed with more -success to Heaven ^aa they have 
been to their feHow^n^i ; and the supposed untaught 
nund of die red man is in possession of at least one 
impcurtant fact--4hat of our leng-continned oppression 
and injustice— a fact wluch we may perhaps at some 
period be wiSing to oMiterate, if possiUe, even at the 
sacrifice- of the eountry we have unrighteously ravish- 
ed from his hands. 



Travelling a short time ago in the western part of 
the state of New-Toric, I found two Indian men m the 
stage coach in which I had taken a seat, one of whom, 
a young man, was accompanied by his wife and infant 
child. They were remaiicably well-behaved, gave no of- 
fence, 1>ut, on the contrary, appeared kindly disposed ; 
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and when not engaged in amusing the child, or huriung 
its cries, generally maintained a silence, which was 
evidently owing to their respect for the company. — 
Not having been accustomed to the frequent sight of 
persons of their race, I paid strict attention to their 
conduct, but perceived nothing imprc^er, forward, or 
disagreeable. The look of the female was modest 
and intelligent ; the child was as playful as if it had 
inherited no sorrow. They had spent most of their 
lives on a small reservation of Indian soil, in the 
midst of white settlements; and were now going 
thither, for the last time, to take their little property to 
a distant;westem territory in whieh a friendly nation 
resided, who had furnished them with land. My at- 
tention was- attracted, while passing a gjade in one of 
the forest tracts through which our road occasionally 
led us, by observing the young Indian point out some 
object at a distance through the trees, with a word or 
two in his own language, unintelligible to me. I saw 
but a few miserable huts in that direction : but having 
some curiosity to know why he had taken notice of 
them afler passing by many splendid, buildings in a 
town we had led, without giving them a look,, he re- 
plied that there was a remnant of one of the tribes of 
his nation. Those were then the only people he cared 
for — and, I suppose for a good reason, because they,, 
and they only, cared for him. 

Afler riding some distance,and. waiting for a shower 
to waste itself, while we remained a little while under 
a shelter at an inn, the old Indian left our, party and 
proceeded on foot, even before the rain had quite 
cea^d. I took an opportunity to make some, inquiries 
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of those that remained, and found it was mere poverty 
that forced him to walk. 

When I had once more seafed myself opposite the 
young Indian family^ I could not but reflect that this 
silent and humble stranger was able to instruct me on 
subjects of which I was so ignorant as hardly to know 
how to begin with a question. It was but a few mo- 
ments before he entered at some length into a descrip- 
tion of some of the customs of his nation, in reply to 
some of my inquiries, and I found myself exceedingly 
interested as he recounted with what precautions their 
ancient treaties were guarded and fulfilled, under the 
old councillors and chiefs, and how solemn and sacred 
was the trust reposed in those of the nation who 
guarded the wampum belts, the memorials of these 
compacts, committed to their charge. I cannot tell 
with what emotions of compassion mingled with re- 
spect and admiration I was filled, when on further 
inquiry I learned, that one of these old records was 
carefully preserved in the little pack which his elder 
companion had taken with him in his lonely and cheer- 
less journey ; and that he would meet hunger, fatigue 
and distress in silence and content, while he could 
safely keep this revered deposite, and would sacrifice 
his life sooner than part with it. 

Could some of the monarchs of Europe look down 
upon this unnoticed chief, this faithful statesman, well 
might they blush at the broken treaties scattered 
around them, and the trains of gay courtiers whose 
flattering professions they know to be so false and so 
vain. 
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THE CONGRESS SPRING. 

A SKETCH of the Congress Spring at Saratoga is 
inserted here, as it is a principal object in the joumies 
of many travellers to the north. The view was taken 
from a spot a little east of the village street, which 
passes along in front, on the left leading in the direc- 
tion of Ballston Springs, (seven miles off,) and on the 
right passing by the various boarding-houses, hotels, 
&c. and then proceeding towards Lake George^ 
dsc. dfC. 

The two columns entwined with creeping pliEints, on 
the right hand, belong to the piazza of Congress Hall: 
commonly regarded as the most fashionable place of 
entertainment. During the travelling season it is the 
principal resort of the gay, although the United States 
Hall and the Pavilion are perhaps not behind it in res- 
pect to comfort or style of living. Union Hall, an- 
other large and good hoter, of somewhat similar ap- 
pearance, is seen on the opposite side of the street. 
Mr. Putnam, the father of the present proprietor to 
t hat house, is said to have been the discoverer of this 
valuable spring, which confers on the place its greaf 
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celebrity. "Phis water, deeply charged with several 
kinds of sah, was found bubbling up in the bed of the 
little brook, which now flows in an artificial channel 
by its side ; and it has ever since been pouring an 
unintermitting stream, for the pleasure of thousands 
and the benefit of not a few. Most persons afler be- 
coming a little accustomed to drinking of the Congress 
Springs find it extremely palatable ; many prefer the 
water of this humble rill to the currents that flow from 
the choicest wine presses of Europe ; and for several 
kinds of diseases is here prepared a safe and effectual 
remedy. 

An interest may well be indulged, by every visiter, 
in a spot so remarkable as this, which has received 
from Providence a mysterious supply of a delightful 
beverage, compounded by nature of several ingre. 
dients which the art of the chemist is unable to com- 
bine with equal skill and success. Among the variety 
of company which is annually attracted hither by 
the celebrity of the waters, the stranger finds much 
to please him; while those who have before been 
acquainted with the place, will be remind^ of the 
health restored, or the life preserved by the virtue of 
the spring, to themselves or their friends. 

The low and marshy plain which lies in the fore- 
ground of this sketch, abounds in mineral springs, 
most of which are more or less charged with oxide of 
iron, and therefore are of a different nature from this. 
In some places a thin rock is found a little under the 
surface ; but the earth is generally loose, and resem- 
bles the little valley in which the springs of Ballstou 
are found. Both of them may have formerly been 
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small lakes, as it is necessary only to suppose the hills 
united where they approach each other nearest, and 
where there are appearances of a disrupture in ages 
past, to see how easily the water which is continually 
flowing ofi^ between them, might have been thrown 
back so as to oyerflow a number of acres. 
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CANAL TRAVELUNG. 

In the hot season when most travellers are on their 
journies, stage coaches are often found uncom- 
fortable, and hotels and inns too often furnish little 
real repose to the way-worn stranger. Particularly 
does the solitary traveller find himself exposed to evils 
of this kind ; for he is sometimes condemned to the 
poorest coach in the line, and obliged to make one in 
those assorted cargoes, which are composed of the 
refuse of the travellers, as the horses by which he is 
drawn are harnessed together because they are judged 
fit for no better company than each other. The last 
bed chamber in a crowded inn, on a side of the house 
exposed all the afternoon to a July or August sun, is 
not unfrequently his portion at night ; so that, after all. 
it may be questioned whether the canal bo^ts, with 
their monotony, their comparative sluggishness, 
and the republican equality to which they reduce 
different grades of society, ought not to be more 
generally in good repute, than they are, at least with 
some descriptions of travellers. 

Perhaps no one ever failed to make such reflections 



152 -CANAL tRAVELLINO. 

as these, who has betaken himself to this mode of tra- 
velling in the cool of a fine summer morning. He 
glides smoothly along, now between green pastures^ 
orchards and corn-fields ; now round the base of a 
hill, or the foot of a rock ; now under the shadow of a 
tall forest tree ; occasionally admiring a distant scene 
of cultivation, a range of mountains, a thriving village^ 
or the romantic course of the stream, above which he 
is hfled up, by the power of triumphant art and indus- 
try. Many persons complain of the want of exercise 
in a canal boat^ but any one, at setting out for a tour 
to Niagara, perhaps designing to see Montreal, Que- 
bee, Connecticut River or Boston, before he retires 
from the route, will not be impatient to wear out his 
strength piecemeal, or insist on feeling in his own 
frame the jolting of coach-wheels over every stone on 
the western turnpike. Exhilaration will not be want- 
ing, if he is wise enough to practise the advice of some 
old travellers, to rise with the lark and begin his daily 
task before the sun. This should be done whether he 
moves by land or water, at all seasons when the weather 
is sultry at noon, to allow time for the repose which 
should be taken, when it is possible, about mid-day. 

A single traveller, on our principal canal routes , 
may consult his pleasure in this particular to almost 
any extent, as he is not bound to go one furlong 
further than he pleases, and can at almost any mo-"* 
ment step again into some of the boats continually 
passing. If he is only careful to find a good inn, or a 
decent boat, at night or meal times, he may occa- 
sionally find his account in jumping from abridge upon 
a passing freight boat, and drifting along with a cargo 
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of flour or a few tons of manufactured articles, till he 
reaches some place where he designs again to visit the 
shore. The packet-boats, though small in comparison 
with the splendid steam-boats on our principal waters, 
still present many gratifications to one weary of 
crowded stage coaches, dirty roads and burning suns. 
First, he has locomotion, even in case of the greatest 
crowd : then, he may remain in the shady cabin, or 
stand on the more airy deck. The frames which are 
hung at night for beds are indeed removed by day ; 
but still he may lounge on the long wall-benches, and 
fill up memoranda of previous days' rides, or seek 
amusement or instruction among the varied authors 
which adorn the little library of the boat, or peruse a 
few newspapers which usually lie scattered upon the 
tables, occasionally looking through the wide and low 
windows, at landscapes more beautiful than those which 
have been placed in corresponding situations in some 
of the splendid steam-boats of New -York. 

Artists might well admire some of the scenes we 
pass, particularly when the light at morning or even- 
ing is favourable. Instead of the broad, barren, 
beaten road which the traveller by land has ever in 
prospect, before us spreads a cool and level surface of 
water, now motionless, now rippling in the breeze, lined 
with banks of grass, and overhung withtufis of flowers 
or shady forest trees, which are often seen reversed 
by reflection in the water below. Masses of verdure 
of diflferent hues, form the common foreground of the 
picture, interrupted by patches of cultivation, or varied 
by mossy rocks or shattered trunks of ancient trees, with 
here and there a neighboring log house, or a morf* 
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costly habitation, indicating the wealth brought by 
the canal. And sights like these, contemplated as 
they come up successively to view, when their beauties 
have been renovated by the dews of night, and while 
the freshness of the air exhilarates the body and the 
mind, are capable of administering high gratification, 
and of arousing those feelings which spontaneously 
rise amidst the beauty and sublimity of morning 
scenes. 

An experienced traveller will readily admit, that a 
great portion of the pleasure of a journey maybe lost, 
by choosing unfavourable periods for visiting particular 
places ; and no doubt many an inexperienced one has 
been disappointed, at the depreciation of one scene 
at a second visit, and to find the beauties of another, 
first seen at a wrong time, either of the day or the 
year, greatly enhanced. Shakspeare's homely adage : 

'* All things by season season'd are," 

should never be forgotten on a journey for pleasure. 
An unlucky traveller, (one of those inconsiderate ones 
who could vanquish what they call ill fortune if they 
would exercise a little forethought and care,) will per- 
form the great tour, and return discontented ; while 
one of an opposite character will be able to regale 
himself and his friends the following winter, with 
iigreeable recollections of the very same objects 
which the former could not enjoy. 

Here and there the canal passes through tracts of 
country never disincumbered of their primeval forests ; 
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and the traveller occasionally experiences the gratifi- 
cation of a deep and verdant shade from ancient oaks, 
pines, hemlocks, elms and ashes, which had never 
been startled with the sound of the axe until the canal 
came flowing at their roots. Rocks in some places 
rise from its margin, which show curious veins, clouds 
and colors, or sparkle with many little points, whose 
beauties multiply to the eyes of the mineralogist, as 
those of the starry firmament to the astronomer. 
How richly endowed is he who can turn an intelligent 
eye to objects like these, interesting in themselves, 
but capable, when viewed by science, of affording a 
new gratification : an attraction of that nature which 
accompanies, or rather transports, the learned explo- 
rer over mountains and seas, which attended Hum- 
boldt fajr up the Andes, and inspired him while he 
managed the pen that recorded the wonders he had 
witnessed in nature. 

How well may the man of taste and scientific ac- 
complishment reflect, on the eve of a journey, " 1 
have that magic about me ii^hich can transform the 
wilderness into a garden, the shadows of the rock 
into a cabinet of natural history, and can present to 
my vision, even in every blade of grass, every pebble 
of the brook, every leaf of the forest, a theatre for the 
employment of my thoughts." How painful is the 
void of an empty mind ; how mournful and depressing 
are the hours we ignorant ones have to spend in 
searching an ill supplied and ill arranged gamer, to 
satisfy the demands of the intellectual appetite we feeJ. 

The variety of tastes exhibited among travellers is 
4>ften amusing ; and it has been the lot of many au 
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observer to remark, that, of a number passing along; 
the same route, scarcely two can be found who seem 
to have considered, thought upon, or even perceived 
the same objects : so different are their habits, and the 
subjects which attract them. But while one is busy in 
inquiring about the expense of transportation, witk 
an eye to mercantile speculations ; and another visit- 
ing all the manufactories, mines or quarries that lie in 
his way ; or while a third converses but on politics^ 
and is interested only concerning candidates, and elec- 
tions and offices ; an individual may now and then be 
found whose active and well-stored mind embraces all 
these, and much more, in its extensive scope. In his 
thoughts, the close observer will perceive, no wasteful 
blank occurs. Intervals of listless idleness with other 
minds, are filled up- by him with closely scrutinizing 
the works which nature has thrown in his way. To 
him the line of the canal is like the trace drawn upon 
the touchstone with golden ore : his scientific eye 
throws out not a little that is useless dross ; though 
others, less discriminating, might mistake it ; but much 
remains which is of real value, and appears brighter 
for the test. 

Many of the forest shades and thickets to which 
this noble work of art affords him access, have here- 
tofore been as much concealed from eyes like his, as the 
stones and strata of earth that have been laid open 
by the plough, or tossed into air with the spade ; and 
while the latter furnish him with hints concerning the 
formation of the soil, its nature and capacities : the 
former offer an exhaustless fund for reflection, on the 
exuberance of nature's productions, the wonderful 
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manner in which she adapts different plants to different 
climates, modifies them in conformity with their local 
situations ; and in all the variety which pervades the 
branches of science, seems to confess the great truth 
proclaimed at the creation, that all was formed and 
arranged on a vast plan, of which the greatest beauty 
was its benevolence. 

These branches of natural history should not be 
spoken of in comparison with any of those frivolous 
branches of education, which fashion would fain dignify 
with the name of accomplishments. Noble in their na- 
ture, lofty in their tendency, they are deserving of eu- 
logy on their own merits. Geology embraces Alps and 
Andes; botany the inexpressible variety of plants 
which invest the whole earth. The idle may dislike, 
and the vain-glorious may despise them ; but the 
study of these branches of knowledge ought never 
to be laid aside, while nature continues to present 
specimens of her wonderful works in the mines and 
the volcanoes, and changes the face of things ever}' 
season over the surface of the world : and not until 
then ought the man of leisure, who has opportunities 
to learn, cease to blush at his own ignorance when ho 
passes objects like these, without an idea of their na- 
tures, their uses, or their names. 
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LOWER CANADA. 

Manv a traveller has felt, and many a future tra- 
veller will feel, what I experienced the first day 1 
crossed the northern boundary of the United States, 
and entered Lower Canada. Instead of finding, as 
we are apt to expect, marks of a hyperborean region : 
the pure sky, the rich vegetation, the fertile fields, 
and the crowded population, together with the heat, 
which is sometimes oppressive in the summer months, 
might lead us to fancy we had reached a tropical cli- 
mate. The traveller's route, in a large majority of 
cases, lies along part of that wide and unvarying level 
that borders the St. Lawrence, to which the original 
colonists confined their settlements, and over which 
their descendants have extended their innumerable 
fields and whitewashed cottages, and where they ad. 
here to the soil as pertinaciously as to the language 
and customs of their ancestors. 

Any one acquainted with the rich appearance of a 
fertile country cultivated in detail for ages, by a peo- 
ple of simple habits ; and who knows the peculiar 
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beauty of the face of nature, in regions where the 
vegetation is rapid in proportion to the shortness of 
the summer, may form some idea beforehand of what 
he is to see in Lower Canada. Others, however, can 
never entertain an adequate conception of it, until 
they ascend the mountain of Montreal, and take a 
glance at the scene below. It may be seriously in- 
quired whether a scene of a similar nature, equal in 
extent and beauty, is any where to be found within the 
compass of our common American tours. Compared with 
that from Mount Holyoke, it is inferior in fertility and 
variety of natural surface, as well as in the moral as- 
sociations connected with the state and refinements of 
society ;— but in point of extent, both of country and 
population, which it comprehends, as well as with re- 
gard to the size and rapidity of the mighty river 
which passes beneath the eye, the importance of the 
great city lying at the feet, the novelties which the 
curious mind may wish to search out in a foreign 
land, the vast regions which the wafers beneath us 
have already visited, and the remote and interesting 
countries with which they afford a direct communica- 
tion : — on considerations like these the sight we are 
enjoying has a superiority to boast over almost every 
other scene the American traveller is offered for his 
gratification and delight. The pleasure he here en- 
joys . is much enhanced by the contrast he [perceives 
between a level district, highly cultivated, and extend- 
ing to the horizon, with the bold and wild features, the 
rocky and barren mountains, which he has lately ad- 
mired, in passing the length of Lake Champlain. 
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This commanding elevation rises at a spot where 
the St. Lawrence, afler having rushed and foamed 
over the last of the series of Rapids, to which it is 
introduced after parting from Lake Ontario, first sub- 
sides into a placid current. It is here that the daunt- 
less boatman discovers the smooth surface which 
relieves him from anxiety, if not from apprehension ; 
and where many a birch canoe has been moored in 
safety, after the countless dangers of the upper 
na^vigation. The spectator on one hsmd may trace 
some of those milk-white rapids where the current 
wages war with the skill and industry of man in 
the summer season, and with the masses of ice by 
which winter so oflen in vain endeavours to connect 
the opposite shores. Before him extends a portion 
of that valley which reaches almost to Quebec, and 
may be supposed to have been formed by an ancient 
lake, a sister of Ontario and Champlain, until the 
current cut a deeper passage through the mountains 
in that vicinity. On this extensive surface — ^uniform 
except where it is interrupted by a few distant and 
solitary pefJcs — are collected the descendants of the 
old French colonists, who were the first representa- 
tives of Europe in this region. Looking down upon 
them as we do from this height, we feel an interest 
both in them and the soil for each other's sake — an 
interest which, though it may receive some checks on 
minute acquaintance, will, on the whole, increase 
rather than diminish, during our stay in Lower 
Canada. 

The Canadian husbandman has labored silently along 
with little notice from the world, for the last two cen^ 
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turies ; and seems likely to pursue the same uuvar^ . 
ing course for an equal period to come, unless some 
unforeseen accident should occur, to give a new direc- 
tion to his faculties. Like the small but powerful 
animal which assists him in his labors, he persists in 
preserving the form, the step, and the trappings of his 
ancestors, content with their simple food, their hardy 
industry and their plain enjo3rments, without wishing 
for the distinction which a loftier bearing might confer, 
or once raising a question of what might be the re- 
suit of his breaking the gait of his ancestors.-— 
Whoever has been rowed through the rapids of the 
St. Lawrence by a band of Canadian boatmen, and 
had heard their cheerful boat-song : or passed along 
its banks on a summer eveuiog, and seen the happy 
family circles which assemble at the doors of the 
Uttle farm-houses ailer the labors of the day, will ever 
remember them with feelings of pleasure. It may 
indeed be doubted, whether a race of people can be 
found, better calculated by nature to appear to a 
stranger Ught-hearted and gay. They retain much of 
the vivacity of the French character ; and the vari- 
ation of temperature, the aspects of nature, and the 
condition of the inhabitants which the seasons pro- 
duce, increase by contrast the enjoyments of all. — 
When we visit them, they are in the midst of their 
fields, which are covered with bright and fresh vege- 
tation, so green, so luxuriant, and so transitory, that 
the inhabitants seem to regard them with almost as 
much surprise as ourselves, who are accustomed to 
think of Canada only as the region that supplies us 
with the sharp, freezing winds of winter, 
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When we come to form a more intizimte acquain* 
tance widi the people, although their character pre- 
sents some excellent materials for improvement, we 
find that their gaiety and happiness are not deeply 
grounded, or substantial in their foundations, but that 
the intellectual waste is still more extensive, lasting, 
and lamentable than the natural one in those months 
which are condemned to the rigour of winter. In this 
view we find much to regret in their condition, and little 
to hope for in their prospects. They will doubtless 
preserve the plain, industrious habits, the cheerful and 
friendly deportment, the conciliating manners, the 
smiling faces, and the contented hearts which now 
strongly recommend them to the feelings of a stran- 
ger ; but by what means they are ever to be raised to 
the respectable and dignified rank, the higher enjoy- 
ments and more estimable character to which so many 
other people are now aspiring, is a question perhaps 
very difficult to answer, but certainly very natural to 
ask, and very well worthy of examination. 

Very little has been published in England relating 
to the inhabitants of Lower Canada : a people, who 
afler having been under the British government for 
above seventy years, are apparently as yet little known 
to those of England, or to their near neighbours in 
the United States. They differ in the important 
points of language, religion, origin, and manners ; 
and are led to believe that they differ also in interests. 
The Lower Canadian feels no common bond of union 
with us; ^ere is, indeed, apparently no neutral 
ground on which he can meet any of those with whom 
he is sometimes brought into contact against his will ; 
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and there seems to be aot a moment in which he caH 
lay aside his^ feelings and declare an armistice with 
his prejudices and antipathies. 

Every stranger from the United States, on entering 
the district of which we are speaking, must be struck 
with the sudden change in the aspect of society, and 
the physiognomy as well as the language of the peo- 
ple, which takes place in almost as great a degree, 
and with as sudden a gradation, as that which is ob- 
served on crossing the British channel from Dover 
to Calais. But it is not every traveller who has the 
disposition and the opportunity to ascertain to what 
causes this phenomenon is attributable. In regard to 
many improvements in the useful arts, and, it is to be 
hoped, in their intellectual condition generally, the 
common people of France have made more progress 
^an this scion from their stock, since the period of its 
foreign engrafting. Indeed, those best acquainted 
with the Lower Canadians, seem to agree in consi- 
dering them as having remained stationary in these 
respects, and as not having advanced, in any import- 
ant particular, in two centuries. In the appearance 
of their fields the passenger is reminded of modes 
and practices, implements and processes, alluded to 
in old and musty books ; and discovers that doctrines 
in agriculture are in vogue and application, which 
have 1been exploded even in the country from which 
they were introduced. The Canada tKistle, which 
seems to threaten the rooting out of every useful 
plant, instead of being itself exterminated or 
checked by some judicious treatment, is cherished 
and extended by the ancient and stubborn practice 
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of long fallows, to which every cultivated tract is 
condemned, after yielding a few crops of one species, 
under a belief that this is the only way by which 
fertility can be restored. It is to no purpose, so far 
as the Canadian farmer is concerned, that his near 
southern neighbours till their land in a more rational 
and profitable manner : he seems to regard every 
thing they do with distorted eyes, or rather to remain 
in wilful ignorance of them and their affairs. 

jThe cause is not difficult of discovery : the travel- 
ler who has passed through any part of the adja- 
cent states, looks in vain among the Canadians 
for the newspapers, and the volumes, however few, 
which are almost invariably found among the neces- 
sary furniture even of the log-houses of the new set- 
tlers in the former. Those objects there indicate to 
the observer the extent to which the supplies ramify 
from the great current of intelligence, and are appor- 
tioned to every neighbourhood, lind almost every indi- 
vidual. But here is nothing of the kind. The current, 
so abundant where it flows, runs but to the boundary. 
The frontier line is the shore of this sea, over which 
the waters cannot pass ; and it would seem as if no- 
thing, unless some great convulsion, could ever even 
sprinkle the barren sand with its spray. The people 
of the United States, ever since the first settlement of 
their country, have been assiduous in obtaining and 
diffusing the useful knowledge promulged in the 
land of their origin. But the Canadians, although 
their language might have served as an easy and na- 
tural vehicle for the importation of every thing that 
it has given currency to in enlightened France, has 
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perfonned only the negative and the opposite task of 
excluding every thing English. It was on account 
of the rapid improvement of the one, and the sta- 
tionary condition of the other, that the American Re- 
volution found no materials to work upon among the 
Canadians. They acted differently, because they 
felt and thought differently ; and their difference of 
character is doubtless owing to the system under 
which they are educated. That system is in its ma- 
terial points the same which rules in Italy, and Spain, 
and which reduces the inhabitants of those countries 
so nearly to a level. 

Some would fain have us believe, that there is some- 
thing naturally deficient in the intellect of the Cana- 
dians ; but when placed in situations where their 
powers of mind or body are called into exercise, they 
are found to x^ast off their reputed inactivity and stu- 
pidity. On the dangerous St. Lawrence, and along 
the upper lakes, the Canadian voyageur combats 
against cold and hunger with firmness, temper, and 
success, and rivals the Indian himself in the dexterous 
management of the light canoe ; while in the inhos- 
pitable regions of the north, his faithfulness and har- 
dihood equal those of the generous dog, which is often 
his only companion. 

It is no want of natural capacity, energy or feeling 
which restricts them so precisely within the bounds 
marked out by their ancestors : it is the imperfections 
and errors of the system under which they live. They 
are ignorant and superstitious : to them the acquisition 
of knowledge is forbidden, and as effectually cut off, as 
if they inhabited the most unenlightened regions in £u- 
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I'ope ; and among a population which circumstances, 
hereafter to be named, shut up from foreign admixture, 
the results are surprisingly similar, and indeed, in the 
main points, identically the same. This remark is not 
intended to apply exclusively to the country people, the 
cultivators of the soil along the St. Lawrence ; but 
to a large portion of those who inhabit the cities : 
although among many individuals of the upper classes 
some knowledge, liberality and justness of sentiment, 
have unavoidably crept in. In the towns the great 
obstacle of a separate language is partly overthrown 
by the intercourse of society, prejudices are soft- 
ened, and the world is so far presented and regarded 
in a new view. In the cities and their environs the 
(Stranger is often attracted by the neat and elegant 
mansions of Canadian gentlemen, the hereditary seig. 
neurs of large tracts of land, or those who owe their 
fortunes to their industry, where the architecture, the 
system of tillage, and the prevailing aspect of things, 
so strongly marked with the peculiarities of the coun- 
try, yet bear the encouraging traces of valuable 
modern innovations : while those who have an oppor- 
tunity to witness their manners and to hear their opi- 
nions, will be gratified to observe that changes still 
more remarkable and important are going on in their 
minds. As yet, however, the influence of these 
changes appears not to have reached the other classes ; 
but as the interest recently excited among all on poli- 
tical matters, naturally encourages more general in- 
tercourse, it is probable that, by its means^ the improv- 
ing spirit may by degrees be extended. A great deal 
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is first to be done, before any material change can be 
effected in the population. 

Although limited to an inconsiderable amount, it 
would seem to a common traveller that the number of 
the French Lower Canadians must be five times 
greater than it is ; for they thickly line the banks of 
the St. Lawrence from above Montreal to Quebec ; 
and from the commanding height near the former, 
their innumerable little white dwellings are seen scat- 
.tered over an extensive and highly cultivated re- 
gion, the limit of which the eye cannot discover, and 
which he may look for in vain for many hours, from 
the swiftest steam-boat. But besides these, there are 
few extensive settlements of these people ; and if the 
stranger were to penetrate into the country in almost 
any direction, he would soon find himself in the forests, 
or on the confines of some of the numerous Scotch or 
English settlements, which abound in many parts of 
the interior. 

The first traits that strike the traveller in the as. 
pect of this people, are their equality and content- 
ment. The latter is attributable to their ignorance^ 
if it exists in the degree commonly supposed. They 
have no inducement to wander firom home, and they 
see nothing with which to compare themselves. As 
for the equality existing in their society, it is not that 
which prevails in the neighbouring states, which is the 
effect of an universal diffusion of education, and a 
system of general encouragement to every useful ex. 
crtion : but it is that revolting equality produced by an 
universal depression of the intellect. Men are in 
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such a case ranked more by the offensive and de- 
fensive capacities which nature or circumstance has 
given them ; and hke the animals in the woods, are 
reduced to one degraded scale. 

With regard to the obstacles to be removed before 
any general improvement can be introduced, some 
idea may be formed of them by the mention of a few^ 
The priests have such influence among them, that 
their power must be overcome or eluded before the 
means of useful instruction can be furnished to the 
people. Their ears could not be more effectually 
closed against a teacher, if they were the inhabitants 
of Madrid, Venice, or Rome. They are taught to give 
implicit obedience to their priests, and their priests 
watch night and day, (some of them no doubt in igno- 
rant sincerity,) against the invasions of useful know- 
ledge : and as nothing but the frontier requires guard, 
ing, such assiduity does not fail of success. As yet 
the priests have had little to fear from internal foes : 
the uncertainty of land tenures, together with the 
numerous and vexatious taxes to which every posses, 
sor of real estates is subject, has thus far operated as 
a successful barrier against the emigrations of those 
restless and enterprising people who inhabit the coun. 
try on the south. The Lower Canadian farmer, 
claiming a title to his land under one of the Seigneurs 
who possess the country by large tracts, may be for 
years in doubt of his legal right, as it may have been 
exposed to forfeiture by various negligencies or infer, 
malities, sometimes beyond the sagacity of a skilful 
lawyer fully to ascertain ; and even a seigneur was 
not long since ejected from his purchased estate und 
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title, after a possession of thirty years. The certifi. 
cates of regular sale by authority of the courts, 
though regarded as the most satisfactory documents, 
are by no means unquestionable ; and thus a death- 
blow is struck at all encouragement of foreign settlers, 
the value and improvement of the soil effectually 
checked, and the moral benefits of introducing a por- 
tion of a better population entirely prevented.* Ex- 
ertions have been made to extend to them the means 
of instruction, but hitherto without success. Plans 
are proposed to ascertain and record the titles and 
transfers of land, which may soon be adopted by the 
Provincial Government, and can hardly fail to meet 
the approbation of the British king. 

Among the arts of life, as practised by them, we find 
rather the marks of instinct than the evidence of reason. 
They carry with them to the grave the customs and 
the opinions which their fathers and grandfathers re- 
ceived by tradition ; for being denied the right of 
questioning on matters of religion, why should they 
be able to judge on those of vastly inferior inte- 
rest? But while they go on, with persevering though 
almost fruitless industry, to turn up their soil with the 
implements of the Gothic ages, science accompanies 
our husbandmen to the field, lightens their labors 
and doubles their harvests. For them the man who 



* It was recently stated before a committee of the British 
House of Commons, that the boundary line alone divided acres 
worth one shilling in Canada and twelve shillings in New- 
York. 
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traverses distant seas and unknown countries spends 
his strength for nought; as does he who gives him- 
self to investigations in any branch of the sciences : 
while every traveller and every philosopher devotes 
to the advant€ige of our countrymen some portion of 
his labours, the useful results of which are dispensed 
to all by the never-resting press. No new region is 
discovered but we mark its position on our maps ; no 
improvement is made in the arts but it is brought into 
practice in our workshops ; no new star is discovered 
in the sky, but it is proclaimed in all our cottages, 
where ingenuity ponders upon it with unshackled 
mind, piety receives another ray of light from heaven, 
and knowledge marks it as another stage on a journey 
which is not only delightful but interminable. 



A little sketch is introduced to accompany this chap, 
ter, presenting an assemblage of objects characteris- 
tic of some parts of the St. Lawrence. A low shore 
like this is seen almost every where on the journey 
from Montreal to Quebec, and distant mountains, like 
that of Belle Isle, (which is drawn in outline,) are 
occasionally seen in the vicinity of the former city. 
The church represented is that of Boucherville ; and 
the dwellings seen in different places are those small 
houses, of one story, whitewashed, sometimes formed 
of logs, with their thatched bams, which so thickly 
line the banks, but extend not far in the interior. — 
The birch canoes, of which a specimen is given, arc 
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used in the navigation of the upper lakes, principally 
in the fur trade carried on by the Hudson's Bay Com- 
pany. Some of them are capable of containing two 
tons, and are safe boats under the care of expert Indian 
or Canadian rowers, but are almost inevitably overset 
ty one unaccustomed to the management of them.—* 
The mountain introduced here in outline is out of 
place, being, in fact, on the other side of the river. 
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THE HIGHLANDS. 

It seldom happens that such fine scenery as that of 
the Highlands on the Hudson River is easily accessible, 
and placed on a route necessarily visited by a great 
number of travellers. The annexed sketch may give 
a general idea of the form of the mountains which 
mark the southern extremity of this romantic pass. — 
As the stranger approaches in one of those rapid 
•team-boats which are continuilly plying between 
New- York and Albany, the breadth of the river is 
suddenly contracted to a very narrow space ; and the 
channel makes a short bend,which leaves him in uncer- 
tainty concerning its direction. A few moments more, 
and he finds himself at the point whence our view was 
taken, with his eye limited to a few near and lofly 
elevations, rude, rough, and almost uninhabited, 
whence the breezes that are felt a little lower down 
the stream are oflen excluded, and where they are 
sometimes forced through the narrow chasm with re- 
doubled force. He has already passed the spots 
where the old works of defence were erected, thai 
stood to guard the stream above against the enemy in 
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the Revolutionary War. The two forts, Montgomer}' 
and Clinton, stood like champions in the front ranks 
in ancient times ; while the defences at Stony Point 
on one side of the river, and Verplank's on the other, 
just at the point where the stream contracts itself, 
stood prepared, with the best means in the possession 
of our officers, to second the defence of this highly 
important pass. Among the well-known events in 
the history of the campaign of 1777, was the capture 
of these posts by the British, whose numbers over- 
powered our own resolute but feeble forces, and held 
for a time the fortresses in these mountains, though 
the speedy defeat of Burgoyne rendered their tempo, 
rary successes worthless. 
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TRAVELLING TO GOOD PURPOSE. 

After a return from our journey, when we find 
ourselves once safely restored again to our homes ; 
when the trials and the pleasures of the way are alike 
passed, and we are beginning to mingle again in a 
more unvarying round of well-known scenes, the impor- 
tant question is not what we have enjoyed, and whether 
weather and circumstances, companions and objects, 
have been such as we would have preferred, but what 
knowledge have we obtained which may be applied 
to some useful purpose. 

Some individuals, among the numerous travellers 
for pleasure, may be found with something like a me- 
thod laid down to pursue : but the greater part appear 
to be influenced only by their present gratification, in 
the objects to which they direct their attention at dif- 
ferent stages of their joumies ; and not a few of them 
we find every season traversing the country, at all 
rates and in all directions, passing some great objects 
unobserved, suddenly changing their course when in 
the neighbourhood of others, surprised with discove- 
ries which the very newspapers are weary of describ* 
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ing, and finally carrying home with them nothing 
distinct, interesting, or useful. This is to abuse tia- 
velling. The great features of our country, the le^id- 
ing events of its history, and the details of its natural 
productions ; our arts of life, our condition and habits, 
are now so easily accessible in popular publications, 
that foreigners themselves are ashamed to travel with- 
out some preparation by reading ; and our own citi- 
zens have sometimes been hushed into silence while 
listening to the intelligent remarks of those who have 
a right to seek of them instruction. This is said with 
the hope that it may be usefiil. Our own travellers 
have too much given in to the fashion of carrying 
foreign novels and poems with them to read on their 
joumies — a habit, which, as far as it prevails, has its 
origin in taste at least ill-timed, if not in pedantry of 
a very mistaken kind. 

Instead of wishing to see the world through a fan- 
cied medium, the rational traveller wishes to view it 
as it is. He takes with him such books as contain 
necessary information in a compact and convenient 
form ; and, at setting out, endeavours to divest his 
mind of all prejudice, as well as to prepare his feel- 
ings to slide easily over the little trials he must expect, 
determined neither to fail of the ei\joyments which 
lie before him by extravagant anticipations, nor to 
diminish them unnecessarily by unfortunate compari- 
sons. Afler his return he may recount what pleasure 
he has derived from the journey, for the purpose of 
better planning a succeeding one ; but his reflection 
should be chiefly directed to reviewing and arranging 
the knowledge he has acquired, and considering how 
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he may apply it in the most advantageous man- 
ner. 

To one of peculiarly retired hahits and diffident 
feelings,(many such there are among our travellers,) it 
may afford much gratification to reflect, that he has 
well employed his time, has witnessed scenes of an 
interesting nature, and laid up in his memory subjects 
for pleasing and useful reflection. The more active 
and practical philanthropist will have discovered with 
delight how many individuals of a similar character 
his country contains ; how multitudes are devoting 
their exertions to the good of the young and the old, 
the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, in the va- 
rious modes in which charity is capable of being dis- 
pensed by man ; and view with joy the opportunities 
the good possess in our day, of obtaining and communi- 
cating useful knowledge, and of proposing and enlist* 
ing in philanthropic projects, where a common spirit 
has created jL unity of interest, and broken doiim 
the old obstacles which formality had thrown between. 
What an exhilarating reflection it is, that the most 
obscure and friendless individual in the United States 
has but to ask for the bible, or the most remote hamlet 
have but to inquire for instruction in the best modes 
of educating their children, and the mails will bear 
the request through their various channels to the hand 
of some benevolent personage an hundred or a thou- 
sand miles distant, who, with a glowing heart, will 
soon despatch them the prize they desire. Females, in 
more than one instance, occupy prominent positions 
among these benefactors. Cold must be the heart 
that does not feel affected at the recollection of such 

16 
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individuals, and their deeds of charity, after the van* 
ous objects of the journey have passed from the eye. 
Many there are who cannot resist the desire to imitate 
them in their appropriate spheres ; and could those 
who furnish the example, but know the extent to which 
it influences others— could they see how their doc- 
trines and practice are put to the test in the retired 
hamlets of New-England, the mixed villages of the 
West, and even the plantations of the South, over- 
shadowed by so dark a veil of ignorance — ^they 
might be encouraged to redouble, if it were possible, 
their diligence in action and their gratitude for suc- 
cess. 

If in the course of reflection which has been imper- 
fectly sketched in the descriptions of a few scenes in the 
preceding chapters, any thing should have been found 
that appears judicious and appropriate, to an intelli. 
gent mind, future travellers will find abundance of 
other scenes where similar sentiments and considera- 
tions may be naturally suggested ; and if amSng the 
subjects which have been touched upon^any useful 
suggestion should be found, which may before have 
arisen to the view of any individual, he will reflect 
with pleasure on the coincidence by which more than 
one person has been struck by the same idea. 

He who has at any period of his life ever tra- 
velled to good purpose, is very apt to evince that fact, 
though unsuspectingly and without design, to the saga- 
cious and attentive observer. The wider the range he 
has enjoyed, the greater the opportunities he has had 
to learn by that most satisfactory mode — personal ob- 
servation, the more evident is the effect upon his cha- 
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racter. This scrutiny has bsretofore been most di- 
rected to those who have visited foreign countries, for 
objects of pleasure or improvement. While the wild, 
the extravagant, wtid the uninstructed have been ob- 
served to bring home with them little more than their 
own ignorance and the prejudices or vices of others, 
and to exhibit during their lives, their deficiencies and 
circumscribed opinions in an unfavorable relief; those 
who have made better use of their advantages have 
carried with them to their latest days more extended 
views, more unprejudiced minds, with a large and con- 
tinually increasing fund of valuable information, )and 
habits of industry and simplicity of life ; and these 
facts the man of a similar character scarcely fails to 
discover and admire in their ordinary manners and de- 
meanour. 

An individual whom I have now in my recollection, 
but whom it is unnecessary to name, might be adduced 
as an example pretty well corresponding with such a 
description. Nature gave him so good sense, a^ 
education did so much to improve his mind and to cul- 
tivate the native good feelings of his heart, that extra- 
ordinary genius would have appeared in his case al- 
most a superfluous boon. Looking back upon a highly 
distinguished family, and around him upon a rising 
and happy one, with taste and philanthropy to stimu- 
late, and an abundant fortune to sustain, he dp- 
voted a few months to traversing some of the most 
attractive 'countries of Europe ; and as his eyes fixed 
upon every thing which seemed calculated to be 
taken home with advantage, and his practical mind 
)iad the capacity of discriminating with readiness and 
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clearness between the useful and the useless, he waw- 
in possession of a stock of information on his returi> 
of an amount not easily to be computed, and precisely 
of that description which he was best able to bring,, 
and I doubt not will be able extensively to diffuse^ 
with great public benefit. 

His house, which is more than ever open to hospi- 
tality, not only rests the weary and refreshes the 
stranger — ^names he has learnt the meaning of by 
experience in foreign lands — but delights the man of 
taste, by its choice selections from transatlantic cabi^ 
nets and libraries, gratifies and instructs the good, (the 
highest praise a house can bear,) by offering to them 
the projects of benevolence, and the master produc^ 
tions of those who think and live for mankind. — 
Hardly a person now leaves that mansion without re- 
flections of the most pleasing nature ; and while its 
master is indulging in the agreeable sensations enjoy- 
ed by a generous man diffusing the rights of hospita^ 
lity, the guest retires, admiring at the advantages ot" 
travel, and contemplating the individual who has had 
the good sense to turn it to the best account. 

In his grounds, his furniture, and his dress, you spy 
no prominent trait of foreign fashions* In conversa- 
tion his tongue neither betrays familiarity with foreign 
languages, nor affects contempt for his own. He is 
not profuse of insincere professions because they are 
so in Paris, nor does he applaud immorality because 
it prevails in Venice or Naples ; he does not 
plead fashion as an excuse for folly like many of his. 
predecessors, nor impress freethinking into his conver- - 
sation because those he has met with in Europe have 
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done it. He would regard it as an unwarrantable 
vanity in him to place his still limited knowledge of 
foreign modes in opposition to the general opinions 
of those he respects, and a mark of contempt towards 
the country and customs of his ancestors, to dis- 
countenance their fashions and their manners. In 
more momentous concerns he is bound to the prevail- 
ing sound sentiments of his native country by higher 
considerations : for instead of being turned mad, like 
some, by a very little knowledge, he has acquired 
enough to be more sedate and decided than before. — 
The ignorance, misery, and profligacy, which it was 
too often his lot to meet with while abroad, would have 
made him personally vain of being an AnlVican, had 
not his. better judgment taught him rather to be 
grateful than proud, and to acknowledge the sources 
of his blessings by practising those virtues to 
which they are due. His object appears to be, to 
introduce among his countrymen such new ideas on 
practical subjects, and such institutions, as he knows 
might prove useful to the public ; igid he studies to 
present them to the minds of others in an- unobtrusive 
manner, and to lay them before their unbiassed judg- 
ment, unimpeded by any obstacles which the self- 
conceit or dictatorial forwardness of less sensible men 
might have accompanied them with to their own defeat. 
A portrait like this may now be more appropriately 
applied to travellers of intelUgence within our limits, 
than it could have been a few years ago ; for in that 
time we have made great progress in various branches 
of improvement, and the country presents more to 
loam, and offers a thousand more channels for the 

16* 
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acquisition of knowledge, as well as a far greatei va- 
riety of ways for applying it with effect. To what 
extent travelling may be made useful, those alone are 
capable of deciding who have been assiduous in con- 
verting it to advantage in all the variety of modes of 
which it is capable. It is certain, however, that the 
annual excursions and tours made by so many fami- 
lies in the northern parts of this country might be ren- 
dered much more agreeable, and much more useful 
than they usually are, by a little forethought and 
method. To the elder individuals the commencement 
of a journey offers opportunities for admipstering to 
the instruction as well as enjoyment of the younger^ 
^ The latt^jpare in a happy frame of mind, with their 
faculties ready to seize upon every thing new with 
avidity, and well prepared to receive lessons from 
their parents, who have conferred upon them the high 
gratification they are beginning to enjoy. The judi- 
cious parent has already suggested to them the nature 
of some of the principal objects they are to observe^ 
and unconsciously to them, by representations made, 
or by opinions expressed, has laid the foundation on 
which their future observations are to be built. How 
important is it that the parent should not have over, 
rated trifles, or undervalued or omitted objects of real 
importance, as the infant mind so easily receives a 
wrong bias, and is very apt to regard in an erroneous 
view, through a whole life, what has been at first pre- 
sented in an improper light. 

One of the most interesting objects that can be pre> 
sented on a journey, is that of an affectionate mother 
directing the attention of her little family to scenes 
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ihrou^ wbicli they pass : and an acate observer 
would hardly wish a better opportunity to form an 
opinion of the intelligence and judgment of a parent, 
than that which is afforded by listening to the tj^rain ot^ 
remarks on such an occasion. Impressions thus com- 
municated to the young are almost sure to be perma- 
nent. In their future travels they will select similar 
objects for their attention^ and similar reflections will 
be suggested to their minds. 

One mode in which young travellers, as well as 
older ones, will find it easy to retain what they see 
and think in their recollection, is by regularly noting 
it down in a diary. The journals of the young have often 
been ridiculed, and generally with a degree of justice 
when they have been thought worthy of the public 
eye ; but this consideration should not be permitted , 
so far as it has been, to put- diaries out of countenance. 
The observing parent will perceive with pleasure how 
much the child and the youth are stimulated to accu* 
rate remark by the consciousness that they are to record 
in writing something of what they see. Afler their 
return from the journey also, the family circle may de- 
rive great gratification from retracing their steps, and 
renewing their reflections, over the little pages of such 
early essays. The remarks will not be new, but 
many of them will be original in the little individual 
who made them, and who will as well merit the ap. 
plause of acuteness, good taste, or benevolent feelings 
as if he had been the first in the world to express them. 
Such he oflen considers himself in such cases ; and 
he will find it a disheartening thing if his best attempts 
are treated with derision, and if what he regards as 
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his most successful efforts to employ his time well are 
condemned for being triie and true. 

Parents too would find their advantage in noting 
down facts and thoughts during their travels, as sub- 
jects on which to enlarge by the winter fire-side, to 
the little listeners of the family circle. Nor is this 
useful practice to be confined to them. Every indi- 
vidual has it in his power to contribute to the conve- 
nience, enjoyment, or information of others in some 
similar manner. Travelling has already conferred 
much enjo3rment, greatly extended a knowledge of 
the country, softened strong prejudices, tamed many 
asperities, and strengthened the bonds between difier- 
cnt states. All this it has done, and much more it is 
capable of doing. 
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THE WHITE MOUNTAINS. 

SiKCE the chapter on the White Mountains passed 
through the press, permission has been kindly furnished 
to publish the following letter written to a friend, 
which describes with precision the effects of the great 
storm, as they appeared about a 3rear ago* 1!he writer, 
who is a gentleman of correct and cultivated taste, 
and has had opportunities enjoyed by few to witness 
celebrated natural scenes, both in Amerioa and Eu. 
rope, hesitates not to declare, that the devastation oi* 
that region, originally so wild and sublime, produced 
such feelings in his mind as he had never before ex- 
perienced. The reader may be better able to parti- 
cipate in them, afler perusing what he has written in 
his own words. 

In speaking of the appearance of the mountain 
which is represented in the sketch inserted at page 
59, he remarks as follows : — 

^< The structure of it was discernible on all parts» 
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and a great number of rocks are exposed. Indeed 
all the surface is of rocks or gravel. The trees were 
all, literally swept away. There may, perhaps, be 
some slight shrubbery, either left, or beginning to 
peep through the gravel ; but in May the season was 
not far enough advanced to allow the feeble twigs 
which might exist to put forth leaves sufficient to give 
any appearance of verdure. The slides appeared 
like deep grooves, lately made by the violence of tor- 
' rents of water, carrying with them irresistible masses 
of granite ; some taking their whole course to the 
valley-— others arrested by their own bulk or number, 
in the midst of their career. 

" Some of the gulfs are fifty feet deep, and as wide : 
some, I have no doubt, much wider and deeper, and 
half filled with countless trunks of trees. 

'^ The slides on the longer and less precipitate de- 
scents, seen at a distance from different positions, 
were, I have no doubt, much broader, from their hav- 
ing time, in moving so far, to spread. I saw some, 
which, instead of cutting their way into the mountain, 
had piled up what seemed a mighty work of art — an 
immense turnpike -road made of rocks alone (without 
a particle of earth,) from the size of a cannon-ball to 
that of a moderate sized-house. 

<< The genera] surface of the mountains which suf- 
fered by the slides is not craggy ; except where heavy 
masses of rock stood out. The gravel and earth seemed 
well flattened by the sweeping waters that had rushed 
over them. 

^^ I will give you an opinion I have formed as to the 
cause of the slides, at least to some extent ; and also 
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of what will be the consequences in future to the pub- 
lie road through the Notch. I do not know how much 
it is worthy of attention ; others, perhaps, will have 
other views and other theories. Several years of ex- 
treme drought had preceded the one in which the 
catastrophe took place. The rains came on with 
great violence, and continued for some weeks almost 
uninterrupted ; and at last the water fell like a cata- 
ract. Then the surface of the mountain gave way 
being filled with water, and rushed from above. This, 
I have no doubt, would have happened on the higher 
mountains, where the trees were few, short, and 
stunted, and the soil thin ; and when once the upper 
part, with a few rocks, had begun to move, the accu- 
mulation would become irresistible, and the velocity 
increase at every tremendous leap ; and in long dis- 
tances the ruin would be widely spread. 

<* But on those mountains which form the Pass^ as 
their summits are not elevated above the region even 
of very strong vegetation, (for when I visited the place 
more than twenty years ago, they were clothed to the 
tops with very heavy timber,) I do not believe any 
very important slide would have taken place, had not 
the forest trees been destroyed by repeated fires.— 
Their very roots, being dead, served now to loosen the 
soil to which they had once given tenacity. The dq- 
predations had begun just before I was first there. — 
There had been a fire, by accident or design, from 
the Notch House up to the passage out, which had 
been seen quite at Portland, and heard at Lancaster. 
The trees, like giants, still stood — their trunks black 
and. terrific — like an army of infernal warriors, as- 



